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RIDE SAFE

EVIL K-NEVAL ?

Despatch Rider's Dream or Couriers Nightmare ? Addison Lee's Kilo
Seven test rides Neval's 650 Dnepr Il Classic and spills the beans.

THE RUSSIANS MAY HAVE PULLED OUT OF
AFGANISTAN, BUT THEY'RE PUSHING INTO THE
UK IN A QUEST FOR NEW MARKETS FOR THEIR
MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY. PETE JENKINS GETS
TO GRIPS WITH THIS BEAR OF A BIKE AND PUTS
IT THROUGH A WEEK'S TRIAL ON THE LONDON
DESPATCH CIRCUIT. PETE WAS EVALUTING THE
BIKE FOR ADDISON LEE; OUR THANKS FOR LET-

TING US IN ON THE ACT.

espatching in Londonis not

an ideal vocation for either

man or machine. Much
thought and money is expended
by your average DR in obtaining
the correct mount.

A hard working rider in the
smoke can expect to put al least
30,000 miles a year on his bike. It
goes without saying that under
this sort of punishment, bikes
don’t last long at all.

Currently, the bike that is num-
ber one in the courier hit parade is
the Kawasaki GTS50; this being a
well proven shaft drive, air-cooled
four. K M Cycles of Hackney have
introduced an all new Neval (pro-
nounced either Nee-val or Nev-
all; take your pick) which is a
BMW style horizontally opposed
twin intended to challenge the
Japanese markel supremacy.
Fleet managers of companies all
over the capital have been receiv-
ing information packs praising the

‘new specification Neval Dnepr ||
Classic’. Despite the fact that it
looks exactly like the old style
MNewval, it does have one extremely
altractive feature that might inter-
est company managers. It cosls
£1000 less than the Kwacker.

DAY ONE

Ten o'clock, one fine and sunny
(drab and overcast) Monday morn-
ing in February saw me negoltiat-
ing the wilds of Hackney on an
Addison Lee GTS550.

After chalting to the Monks
(Kevin and Dennis - from K M
Cycles), drinking endless cups of
coflee, talking endlessly aboul
bikes, the all now singing and
dancing Neval was wheeled out.
It was big and black and mostly
shiny, with a chunky look thal
appealed (lo me, anyway) - nol
like the large plastic shrouded
affairs that seem to be popular



SPECIFICATIONS - NEVAL 650 DNEPR Il CLASSIC
GENERAL BATTERY: 12N9.

PRICE: Basic - £1704.50. Despatch - £2300 HEADLIGHT: 65/55W.

WARRANTY: 6 Months. CHASSIS

IMPORTER: Neval Motorcycles, Brockholme, Seaton Road, FRONT TYRE: 3.75 X 19,

Hornsea, North Humberside. REAR TYRE: 3.75 X 19.

PREPARED BY: K.M Cycles, 4-17 Frederick Terrace, Hack- FRONT BRAKE: Twin Shoe, drum.

ney, London EG 4EW. REAR BRAKE: Single shoe, drum.

ENGINE FRONT SUSPENSION: Telescopic fork.

TYPE: Twin cylinder, 4 stroke, OHV, horizontally opposed. REAR SUSPENSION: Levered 5 spring adjusted position.
BORE & STROKE: 78 x 68mm. PERFORMANCE

COMPRESSION RATIO: 8.5:1. MAXIMUM SPEED INDICATED - UPRIGHT: 90mph.

FUEL SYSTEM: Twin 30mm carburettors. - PRONE: 95mph.
IGNITION SYSTEM: Battery, 12volt electronic. FUEL CONSUMPTION : BEST - 62.22 mpg
TRANSMISSION WORST - 44.82 mpg

PRIMARY DRIVE RATIO: 4.62. AVERAGE - 54.86 mpg

FINAL DRIVE: Shaft. DIMENSIONS

GEAR RATIOS: 1st - 3.6. 2nd - 2.2B. 3rd - 1.7. WHEELBASE: 1500mm

4ath - 1.3. Plus reversea. D‘u’EHﬂLL LENGTH: 2500MM

ALTERNATOR: 150W, 12V AC. FUEL CAPACITY: 19Litres.

CLASSIC

650cc Shaft driven boxer twin. Robust
and reliable - but with an individual Clas-
sic Styling. A lifetime investment at only
£1,600 inc VAT.
All with rever ear.

There's NO catch, just AMAZING GOOD VALUE direct
from the importers. Look at what you get . . . A Comfortable,
Economical, Reliable Air-cooled two stroke twin. 32 bhp.
6llmpg. 12 volt electrics. Excellent brakes. 4 gears. Fully
¥ enclosed drive chain. Sidecar available, Yes ONLY £850 -
S MORE MOTORCYCLE FOR YOUR MONEY - NO catch !
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£1,695. Plus the ultimate Dnepr p e - U o \ L6 el
: : N Numberside. HU18 1BZ. W ST e £ :
16 with two wheel drive at I: 0964 533 NEVAL MOTORCYCLES, 'BROCKHOLME' SEATON ROAD
| Tel: 0 878
!.‘1,895 {H“IH side car on Y]' Dealer enquiries welcomed HORNSEA HU‘IB_ _1_ E-_Z.T_El: 0964 5338?2_ 1

PLEASE REMEMBER TO MENTION MAGNEWS WHEN REPLYING TO ADVERTISERS
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The Classic is also available in

30's style with single saddles
and large front fender at

NEVAL Motorcycles Lid,
Brockholme,
Seaton Road, Hornsea,




RIDE DEFENSIVELY

these days.

But there was something wrong.
The Neval looked exactly like all
the other Nevals I'd ever seen -
excepl that this one was brand
new and could fall over.

Kevin then talked me through
the bike and pointed out all the
new additions and changes. Elec-
tronic ignition (courtesy of Pira-
nha), four rings instead of the old
two ring pistons, and alloy rather
than cast iron heads and barrels.
New carbs, clocks and twelve volt
electrics.

The bike | rode had also been
set up specifically as a despaich
bike with a Mach fairing and a
wonderfully huge sel of panniers
and lop box. The beefing up of the
rear also included a towing hitch.

| had been warned aboul the
height of the seat by several
knowing bods (| am a short arse
of 5'6"), but | had absclutely no
problems withit In fact, it seemed
no different from the old Honda
F2 | had (still have, in fact, in the
back of the garage). The bike
started without difficulty thanks
1o electronic ignition. The MNeval,
of course, does not have a 'leccy
start’ - only the old fashioned kick-
start.

EASY STARTING

The kick starter transmits to the
crank via gears. There is no kick
back, and starting is effortless.
Even when cold, the engine
needed the choke on for only a
few seconds. 80% of the time, |
was able to get the bike started on
first kick; no wucking forries.

The problems started once the
bike was moving. Whilst the seat
was comfortable and the bars and
controls fell easily to hand, the
fairing seemed to be badly posi-
tioned with the screen coming up
to my chin. This enabled all the
road crap to be directed into my
tace; this was, of course, espe-
cially useful when Il was raining.

Also noticeable during the first
tentative miles was the softness
of the rear suspension. Any slight
irregularity of the road - white
lines, shadows etc - made the
back end bottom out. | had to get
off the bike to see if | had a flal. On
inspection. the pre-load was at ils

easy o engage and never gave
any unexpected surprises.

The clutch. Ah ! The clutch !
First impressions reminded me
of rolling fields, tractors and Mato
Guzzis. The clutch was fearsome.
After a day doing minimums in
the smoke, my left hand throbbed
something chronic.

Examinations of the lever as-
sembly and linkages revealed that
the cable guide was slightly bent
al the bottom of the engine where
the pushrod emerged, leaving the
inner cable rubbing on the outer,
A gentle application of pliers alle-
viated the situation a bit, but the
clutch operation slill remained
slightly stiff.

DROWNING

Day two of the test was a lot
colder. | spent most of the time
working from north to south.
Longer runs of twenty to thirty
miles bul without the opportunity
to really open it up.

These longer runs did however
show up one problem that was to
dog me for the rest of the time that
| was to have the bike. As | tried to
push the engine past three and a
half grand, I'd hit a HUGE fiat spol.
It felt as if the carbs were drown-
ing out the spark, and that the en-
gine was flooding. After various
adjustments, | ended up by open-
ing the screws hall a turn from the
starting setting. This took the flat
spol up to four grand which at
least made the bike usable.

This problem aside, the bike was
extremely comfortable to ride
between forty and fifty mph, the
seal being among the best | have
ever experienced. The extremely
wide bars (leftovers from chair
hauling) proved surprisingly easy
to use, and made the bike feel
even more like the BMW it was
originally copied from.

Petrol consumption was an easy
50 mpg from these early indica-
tions - much as | would have
expected this understressed V-
twin. My last job of the day took
me out on the M1 - a chance to try
and see what the bike would do.
By very carefully feeding in the
throttle, | was slowly able to get
pasi the flal spot. But the muck-
ing about with the gears and tha

big as to be obtrusive. In fact, I'm
s0 impréssed I'm going to buy the
factory ! - well, a set of luggage,
anyway.

AVONS

The tyres, as fitted, were Avon's.
Perfectly adequate for the per-
formance of the machine, and de-
spite its weight, I'm sure they're
going to last a very long time. The
wheels, although spoked, were
extremely heavy duty; and Lon-
don's many potholed roads would
make no impression there. The
brakes, twin leading shoe (front)
and single (rear), proved ade-
quate; but only just.

The Neval did have a few novel-
ties. The most humourous being
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was around his ankles as | got off
the bike and made my drop. He
was still haltway through turning
his bike around as | left for my
next job.

The last few days of the test
proper were very busy, time
evenly split between around town
minimums, 10 - 20 mile runs, and
a few motorway blasis. | had the
opportunity to take a pillion a few
times, and whilst good comments
were made aboul the seat as they
initially sat on the bike, none of
them were impressed with the way
the bike could happily botlom out
just because it had run over a
plece of paper. My good lady wite's
description of the Neval certainly
takes some beating:

“This bike is like driving an AJS

the bike working as bestas | could
with the air-screws exactly three
and a hall turns out, and the idle
adjusted to suit. On the way back
from Hitchin to Wembley, Morth
Lendon, with the aid of a bit of
wind (and the downhill slope of
the A1 as it approaches London)
Iwas able to ease the bike through
the fiat spot. By revving the nuts
off the bugger in lower gears, the
engine warmed up. When the
happened, the hesitation disap-
peared and the characteristics of
the bike changed dramatically.
Natl suspension permitting, the
bike became an absolute pleas-
ure to ride. 95 mph appeared on
the clock and stayed there for two
and a half mins (on a private test
track). Al last it was possiblae Lo

the bad suspension and finicky
motor. However, once these faulls
are fixed, the whole thing might
well be a ditferent story.

On talking to K M Cycles, they
now have many plans for the bike.
Itwill be fitted with heavier springs
on the rear and modified front
forks. The fairing will be refitted
properly with new mounts.

Once all this is done, and as-
suming the engine doesn't relain
the mark 1 reliability ditficulties,
the Neval could be a viable alter-
native to the GT550.

Thanks to K M Cycles, Fosdyke
& Addison Lee.

(We contacted KM Cycles for their
comments regarding the road lest.
o e ettty el
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Also noticeable during the first
tentative miles was the softness
of the rear suspension. Any slight
irregularity of the road - white
lines, shadows etc - made the
back end bottom out. | had to get
off the bike to see if | had a flat. On
inspection, the pre-load was at its
highest setting. Seven days of
bottoming out and consequential
sore bott to be anticipated.

My first afternoon on the road
was spent getting used to the plot
and doing minimums. Addison
Lee work an ‘open call’ system
which, to a certain extent, lets you
pick and choose your own work.

Continual stop/start work in the
city and then the west end did
highlight another problem which
became more and more annoying
as the week progressed.

K M Cycles junked the original
Russian sidestand and replaced
it with a Triumph jobbie. Probably
nol the best idea in the world as it
turned out. If the bike was on the
slightest camber, it wanted to fall
over - and actually did, more than
once. Despite the niggling and
unnecessary little problems, the
bike did have some redeeming
featlures.

REDEEMING
FEATURES

Around town, it could plod along
in almost any gear without ap-
pearing to strain the engine or
gearbox. Whilst not exactly
smooth, the gears were relatively
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expected this understressed V-
twin. My last job of the day took
me out on the M1 - a chance to try
and see what the bike would do.
By very carefully feeding in the
throttle, | was slowly able lo get
past the flat spot. But the muck-
ing about with the gears and the
time il look was very annoying to
say the least. Once past the
hassles, the engine was able 1o
open up and B0mph + could be
seen on the clock. Braking from
this speed proved interesting to
say the least. The inadequacies
of the front end were not so abvi-
ous around town, but out on the
molorway the lack of damping,
and the naffness of the springs,
made the Neval almost frighten-
ing.
| did mange to survive to day
three. | was most concerned by
the difficulties the engine had at
over three and a half grand so |
had a good play before | went oul.
The fairing had by this time
dropped another inch, and the
reason for this was soon pretty
clear. The top bracket was com-
pletely missing. The centre stand
could not be used without the aid
of a second person, and il there
was anything in the boxes it was
almost impossible to disengage.
The rev counter, which was ltal-
ian, was also unreliable. Some-
times it was rock steady, and
sometimes it oscillated around
three and a hall grand. The top
box and panniers were about the
most impressive feature of the
bike. They were huge. Yet not so
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extremely heavy duty; and Lon-
don's many potholed roads would
make no impression there. The
brakes, twin leading shoe (front)
and single (rear), proved ade-
quale; but only just.

The Neval did have a few novel-
ties. The most humourous being
the reverse gear. One afiernoon, |
delivered to Porlsoken Streel
(hands up all those who know
where that is . . .), which was a
dead end due o road works.

Some poor old sod on the latest
of Japanese exolica was execul-
ing a fifty-three point turn at the
end. | was able to shool up to the
end curb, come 1o a halt, nip into
reverse, back into first - and off
again; all in the space of a few
seconds. The poor bugger's chin
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initially sat on the bike, none of
them were impressed with the way
the bike could happily bottom out
just because it had run over a
piece of paper. My good lady wife's
description of the Neval certainly
lakes some beating:

"This bike is like driving an AJS
combo around a muddy field, and
is about as comfortable as sitting
on my sewing machine I' (The
missus currently rides as G5550),

On day seven of the test, the
bike was taken up to Hitchin for
some photo's. The A1 should have
provided a good place to try out
the top end, but the engine prob-
lem became more and more acute,
It became so bad that | had to stop
the bike and completely re-adjust
the carbs. After 45 minutes , | had
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peared and the characleristics of
the bike changed dramatically.
MNalf suspension permilting, the
bike became an absolute pleas-
ure to ride. 95 mph appeared on
the clock and stayed there for two
and a hall mins (on a private test
track). At last it was possible 1o
see whal the bike was capable of.
It is quite probable that without
the extra weight (and drag) of the
fairing, toolkit (huge) and luggage,
the bike could top the ton.

| wasn't sorry to say goodbye to
the bike. I'd done over 1000 miles
on the 650, but at the end of the
week the thing mosl evident was
my tiredness. After every day, |
came home totally shagged. The
test bike needed total concentra-
tion all the time; probably due 1o

REMEMBER -

- to ask about MAG discount
when visiting or writing to

dealers. A list of MAG's
Good Guys is on page 30. It

. could

save you pounds !

THE BIKE CLINIC

Motorcycle Servicing, Repair & Tuning

01- 469 2225

01- 469 2225

MAJOR SURGERY OR A ROUTINE

HEALTH CHECK ?

We are a repair and tuning centre offering you a very
high quality service at very competitive rates - with a
bedside manner you'll appreciate. We have over a dec-
ade of experience working on all Japanese makes, plus
Ducati and BMW.

ELECTRICAL - RACE PREPARATION - SALES

TSUBAKI SPLIT CAM CHAINS FITTED. GTS50 - £80 (inc);
CX500 £130 (inc); 900R/1000RX £60 (inc - genuine).

HYDE STREET (OFF DEPTFORD HIGH
STREET), DEPTFORD, LONDON, SES 3NT

e mark 1 rediabiiny girvcuiine:
the Neval could be a viable alte
native to the GTS50.

Thanks to K M Cycles, Fosdy
& Addison Lee.

{We contacted KM Cyciles for
comments regarding the road i
They wanted fo make it clear th
the Neval is a continously dev
oping machine and that the b
was ftendered oul for comme,
and criticism in order to tailor it
specific needs.

Basically, the Neval is deliver
subject fo buyer specificatio
what you want is whatl you get,
it & particular seat, fairing
whatever - within reason.

The fiat spol was due lo an ig
tion fault which has since b
taken on board.)
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Levi jackets, cut offs, waistcoats, jeans and chaps.
Ladies Italian leather or suede basques, vests, halter-
necks, waistcoats & skirts from £25. USA style feath-
ered tops in four designs from £27. Women's sizes in

leather jeans. Goggles, books, belts, buck knives,

knife pouches, baccy tin pouches, rips, fingerless
gloves, shades & 95 designs of biker buckles.
Catalogue £1.00 - refunded on first order.
COD {open Sunday - closed Weds)
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

VISA

Matlock Bath, Derbys,

DOUG & PIP
144 North Parade,

DE4 3NS.
Tel: 0629 57901

SIZES £ p
22" to 26" 6.00
28" to 327 B.00
34" to 407 12.00
42" to 48" 14. 00
50" up 16. 00

State chest size please.
14 day delivery. Plus P&P:
UK - £1.00; Europe - £2.00

per item.
CWO.

WOOLLEY PULLEY'S OF BRISTOL

Jumper Specialists
Classic, Vintage, Modern Bikes - have its make and model
knitted into a jumper. All logos done original way. 100%
acrylic. 34 colours available. Overseas and clubs welcome.

Send to:
21 Nicholas Lane,
St George,
Bristol BS5 8TY

or phone
0272 614497
anytime.




