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Cover - Nick Tucker's yellow outfit

Cast Your Bread Upon
the Waters

This is a 1996 Dnepr MT11 1996 said to
have been part of a batch destined for
the Belorussian army, but through the
various political vicissitudes of the late
eighties, ending up in Hornsea, and sold
on to its first owner in March 1996 by
Neval Motorcycles for £2880 plus
delivery, 12 months tax and a number
plate. How it came into my ownership
two years later is a story that has been
told elsewhere. There always should be
a good logical way of proceeding with
care and maintenance, and this tale to a
limited extent follows that straight and
narrow path. It was used for commuting
between Glossop and Coventry, taking
the kids to school and for a couple of
Dragon Rallies.

Some interesting things went wrong with
it. The electro-mechanical regulator gave
up the ghost.

One of the conrods proved to be slightly
bent and caused the gudgeon pin to
walk out through the piston and make
intimate contact with the side of the
barrel and the points system ate itself.

We then moved to New Zealand and
there undertook a pretty major rebuild.
This turned out fairly well — the rear
universal joint was a bit of a battle, and
the quality of spares in particular a cam
follower from a charlatan on the Polish
border proved not to have been heat
treated, and in failing noshed up the nice
new camshaft. Bringing it back to life
after this needed a new floor welding
into the chair and a new front mudguard

not sure what that originally came off. It
was then treated to primer and Clough
Caution Yellow powder coat. It was at
this point that the appearance
handsomely overtook the mechanical
condition of the bike. This is why the title
references the Rudyard Kipling short
story. Bread Upon the Waters some of
the opinions expressed in the tale are to
say the least outdated, but is does
contain a stern warning about focusing
your efforts on maintenance rather than
decoration!

Cover - Andrew Mutter's Ural at
Stafford with none other than the
famous Alan Millyard standing
next to it - | was very honoured!

Cover - England to Australia
Ellie” Malcolm and Eileen Perrins
Dnepr K-650

What does not destroy

us makes us stronger
Friedrich Nietzsche
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President: Peter J Ballard
Machine ldentification and
Registration

Tel: 01225 891634
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Secretary: Tony Jones
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Andrew Mutter
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Treasurer: Phil Inman
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Regalia sales

Gina Inman

Tel: 01780720420
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Show Organiser: Carl Booth
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comradcarl01 @mail.com
Webmaster www and
FB moderator

Dave Cox

Tel: 01794 884492

kamuro@hotmail.co.uk

As always please appreciate that
most of us are working, looking after
family or even riding and working on
our motorcycles when you contact us
for advice or support

Events in Early 2025

The winter does tend to be the quiet time for
motorcycle events, but here are a few to
keep us going

8"-10t November NEC Classic motor
Show 330 clubs, 350+ traders and over
3,000 motors this November.

12t -15t December MZ Riders Club Yeti
Camp, Hazel barrow farm, Upper Hulme,
Leek, ST13 8UQ, 700m from a pub and
shops are in Leek for supplies £10PPPN.
Contact Glen 07301035549

6t-7t January Classic Bike Guided Winter
Classic, Newark Showground NG24 2NY
www.classicbike shows.com for details.
Tickets £12 in advance, £15 on the gate.

10" -12t January MZ Riders Club Winter
Camp, rear of the The Crown pub,
Lofthouse near Pateley bridge north
Yorkshire HG3 5RZ Price to be confirmed.
Nearest shops and fuel 10miles away in
Pateley bridge. Contact Glen 07301035549

The Dragon Rally tickets go on sale in
October, the rally itself is about the second
weekend in February. The Dragon Rally is a
great Welsh Rally held in the bitter depths of
winter. Participants are limited to 1200 and
they're not told the location of the rally site
until they have reported to the rally
checkpoint.

31st July - 3¢ August 2025 COC AGM
Tallybont on Usk Farm Campsite, Brecon,
LD3 7YJ. This will be a combined event with
the MZ Riders Club. The site is excellent with
good amenities. There are two pubs in the
village plus a cafe and a shop. The cost of
camping is £10 per tent per night based on a
reasonable sized tent with one or two
occupants. Larger tents and motorhomes
might be asked to pay a little more. Day
visitors are welcome and would be free of
charge.



England to Australia - Part 1

Bike - Dnepr K-650 "Ellie”

Malcolm and Eileen Perrins
2 September 1978 to 21st October
1978 — Based on Eileen’s diaries.

Mileage — left Luton 21,400 kilometres.
Lahore Pakistan 30,900 kilometres.
Total: 9,500 kilometres. (5,900 miles)

Saturday 2" September. Departed from
Dover to Oostende. Paula (Lewis’s sister
on ferry) Camped at Eupen for the night
near German border.

Sunday 3 September. Camped in
Picnic area in part of a forest outside
Nuremburg. The keeper came for a chat.

Monday 4t September. Arrived in
Austria, most impressed by the
mountains, lovely day camped at
Radstadt. Met a friendly German couple
on their BMW combination.

Tuesday 5" September. Crossed into
Yugoslavia through a pass. Decided to
take coast road and now camped at
Rijecka. (Since the revolution of
Yugoslavia, now Croatia and Slovenia).
Wednesday 6" September. Rained all
day, the Yugoslavian coast is lovely, but
we were miserable and wet and couldn’t
take it in. Decided to stay in Sibenik
Youth Hostel to dry out. Went for a beer
with Walter.

Thursday 7t September. Didn’t rain,
but Malcolm kept getting cramp in right
leg. From Sibenik, went via Split and
Dubrovnik to Herceg Novi (now
Montenegro) where we are now
camped. Can hear mosquitos, just met
some New Zealanders touring Europe.
Friday 8" September. Had awful day
today. Scenery was nice, but the roads
were terrible, ran out of money and
petrol. Managed to get a 10-dollar bill
changed as all the banks were shut and
we had to use a hotel. Couldn’t find a
campsite until we reached Skopje (Now
Macedonia) about 9.00 pm.

Saturday 9t September. Arrived in
Greece at last, had to wait at the border
for one hour getting money changed and

O3ténd !
\3{ Germany //V\.w
~Belgium = Ay
4 %“ ague . Krakow
Lus_g@-;wq { N
Nuremberg  Czechia A i
Part b = O e ,\L'
/ A
SN
g SoX
% A
Aratice gqswnzevhnd p{ A8 =
i b AR
yon =
¥ N MKIM
o
2
\
Mo‘r'-l:o Flotenes o
Marseilie Italy

e

feglona



petrol coupons. Weather has started to
improve, and we are camped at Ag

Trias, just south of Thessalonica on the
coast. Very strong wind at the moment,

we went for a meal tonight in the village.
Met a couple from England on a Honda
CB 500T at the border.

Sunday 10" September. Had an easy
day, stayed at campsite, did some
washing and sunbathing on the beach.
Went to the village to do some shopping,
a nice German man and his wife came
to speak to us this evening. The New
Zealanders that we met 2 nights ago
turned up at the campsite, so it was nice
to see them again. Spent the evening
chatting to them in their Kombi drinking
coffee and eating banana fritters.

Monday 11th September. Not such a
good day weatherwise, got to
Alexandroupolis, now camped at the
Santa Rosa campsite just outside the
city. Met an English couple who are
going to Turkey in a couple of days,
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spent the evening in their Kombi drinking
wine.

Tuesday 12 September. Arrived in
Turkey today, the border was well
guarded by armed Greek and Turkish
troops, but we got through quickly and
arrived at the Londra Mo-Camp
(Campsite was at Tesvikiye, just outside
Istanbul). This is next to the BP Mocamp
about 2.30. It’s a nice camp and cheaper
than BP. Has a swimming pool and free
cooking facilities. The Turks like hooting
their horns!

Wednesday 13t September. Took
Dolmus taxi into Istanbul, saw the Blue
Mosque, one of the Sultan’s

Palaces and an underwater reservoir
and the Grand Bazaar. It was a really
bustling city, went to the Pudding Shop,
but there were only Turks there, bit
disappointing. Met the English couple
again who we had met at the Santa
Rosa.

Thursday 14t September. Left Istanbul
about 0630, rained first then got really
hot. Went through a pass at 4000 feet
that was nice, then onto Ankara, arriving
here about 1630. We are camped at the
BP Campsite about 11 miles from
Ankara.

We wanted to buy some food tonight, so
walked down to the village, but it was a
bit frightening when we arrived, unpaved
roads, people staring at us (very poor)
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Muslim women, semi-veiled, so we got
out quick, it was probably OK, but was a
bit unnerving.

Friday 15" September. Decided to stay
at the campsite today, to get some
money from a bank in Ankara and to do
some shopping. It took ages for Malcolm
to cash the traveller’s cheque and then |
tried to get some American dollars for
emergencies, but that was impossible.
Couldn’t find a shop to get tinned or
packet food, managed in the end
because we met a boy who could speak
perfect English, also managed to send
some postcards home. Met some
German students here tonight, also a
French couple on a BMW who had a
puncture. The boy who works in the
campsite kept feeding us with Melon all
day. While Malcolm was helping the
French guy with the puncture in the
garage, the mechanics asked us all in
for food. Bike had an oil leak which
Malcolm the mechanic mended super
efficiently and gave the bike an oil
change.

Saturday 16" September

Left campsite about 0630. Had breakfast
(Chey) Tea in a little Turkish café about
50 kilometres from Ankara. Had another
oil leak today, an oil pipe had fallen off,
but quickly repaired. Stopped for a drink
in the afternoon then drove to the BP
campsite arriving about 1700, only to
find the campsite was shut for some
reason. So went to the tourist office in
Sivas, who said we could camp at the
TIR lorry park 5 kilometres outside the
town, which is where we are now. We
were talking to a Bulgarian lorry driver
for a while. We are now at 4000 feet
above sea level.

Sunday 17" September.

Got up early and left the Balkan
Transport TIR park about 0700. Had
breakfast of boiled eggs and tea at a
small Turkish café. The roads were
pretty bad again today with lots of
scrapes over the passes because of
frost damage. Had steak and tomatoes
and beer for lunch at a TIR restaurant.
Drove to the camp at Tercon which Mr
Prendergast (The Road to India John
Prendergast) suggested in his book, but
that no longer existed. So instead, we
drove to the BP campsite on the Asian
Highway, just outside Erzurum. It’s a bit
run down but is walled and has toilets
and water. Came through some nice hills
today, they are very bare and arid, went
over a pass of nearly 7000 feet.

Monday 18t September. Left the BP
camp early, we decided not to go across
the Tahir because we met some English
people when we stopped for tea, who
told us it was a very bad road, so we
went round the Military Road which was
very good, tarred nearly all the way and
some nice scenery too. We decided to
push onto the border and stay on the
Turkish side for the night, there were two
other campers there, they also thought it
would be safer to go into the walled
border post, but once inside we had to
go across the border into Iran, and we
are now camped on the Iran border
waiting to get insurance.

Tuesday 19* September. Managed to
get the insurance today and eventually
got through the border. Left Mount
Ararat, which we had a good view of
yesterday and saw our first camels in
Iran. The bike is using a lot of petrol at
the moment, so we are thinking of selling
her when we get to India. Got to Tabriz
about 1500 and met the Australian and



New Zealand couples at the campsite
who we had seen in Ankara. The
campsite is very nice and the Shah Goli
on the east side of the city, it is beside a
lake which has a restaurant in the middle
of the lake. | think we are the only
people camped here, because all the
other tents are permanent with beds in,
they are about double what we are
paying, but they are good value. We
walked around the lake and had a drink
at the restaurant.

Wednesday 20t September. Stayed at
the campsite today and went into Tabriz
with the Germans who were on the bus.
Looked around the Bazaar and saw
some Persian carpets. Met an Iranian
who insisted on buying us tea and
paying for our bus fare back to the
campsite. Posted some letters home
because of the troubles in Iran. Met
some English people tonight, also on
their way to Australia.

Thursday 21st September. Set off early
this morning heading for Takestan. We
stopped for teas at a café and the owner
insisted that we had breakfast of fried
eggs, bread and cheese and he wouldn’t
take any money for it. We stopped in the
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afternoon, and some children brought us
a huge bunch of grapes. Arrived at the
campsite about 1530, had a meal of
chicken and rice and then went for a
drink in the restaurant on the campsite.
We were invited to sit with the owner
and his friends, a rich farmer, a judge
and a policeman. They asked if we had
anything to sell, they seemed a bit
corrupt, and they were drinking Vodka
which [ think is illegal. At the campsite it
was the same price to rent a room as
pitch a tent, so we rented a “room” which
is a little mud hut with 3 beds, table and
chair and a light.

Friday 22" September. Up early to get
through Tehran, which was busy with
terrible drivers. Then we started to climb
up the Haraz pass in the Elburg
Mountains, the pass is estimated to be
about 8000 feet above sea level, at the
top is a monastery. We reached the
stopping place ten miles from Amol,
suggested by Prendergast, but it was
like a big children’s playground. No
toilets. The switch on the bike went
wrong and whilst Malcolm fixed it and an
Iranian, who spoke English came to
speak to us and said we could stay at
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his house with his family for the night. He worked for the Red Crescent, his name was
“Goody”. We had to follow him on a bus, with him giving directions out of the bus
window, whilst we followed. He was charming and we met his wife “Nosi” and his two
schoolgirl daughters. "I went with him to get some alcohol (He kept apologising that he
didn’t have any hashish!) Whilst we were away Eileen was looked after by his wife (Nosi)
and the daughters. They were very quiet when we came back to the
house. They gave us a meal and a room to sleep in and have been
really good to us. We wanted to keep in contact with them, but he
was evidently very frightened of the secret police, as Iranians
should not mixed with westerners. So, he said that was impossible.
More to be told in the next edition - | love the old pictures I've
input them into Photoshop and adjust the colour!
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Norfolk Rally September 2024
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Adjusting Ural Twin Leading
Shoe Front Brake

Ural twin leading shoes brakes can
work acceptably well if correctly
adjusted.

There are square adjusters with lock
nuts on the end of each brake shoe.
There is also an adjuster on the
cable for fine adjustment.

The link rod on the outside of the
brake plate that connects the two
brake cam levers does NOT have a
left hand thread in one end. This
means simply turning it will not
change the distance between the
two brake cam levers.

1. Jack up the front of the bike so it is
possible to spin the front wheel.

2. Remove front wheel complete with
brake plate (remember the spindle is
left hand thread).

3. Remove cable from brake plate.

4. Remove the outer levers from the
splines while the shoes are still on
the brakes (the shoes will
automatically pull the brake cams
round to their lowest level)

5. Refit the outer levers without

hitp /T2meitd biogspot comy

turning the splined shafts

6. Mark the top shoe so you can
always put them back as they are to
start.

7. Remove both shoes and draw
lines across them every 10mm using
chalk.

8. Refit shoes and refit wheel and
brake to bike still with no cable.

9. Spin the front wheel and apply
the brakes using the lever on the
brake plate until it is just rubbing.
10. Remove the wheel again and
take a look at the chalk lines.

If one is rubbing and the other is
not adjust the square adjuster out
slightly on the one which is not
rubbing.

11. Repeat the wheel fitting,
spinning and rubbing until both are
rubbing equally.

David Angel has kindly allowed us to
reproduce some of his advice from his website for
Horizontal View.

F2 Motorcycles Ltd

290 Leverington Common
Wisbech, Cambridgshire
PE13 5JG

Phone 01945 410165
2.00pm - 5.00pm Tues - Sat




MADE IN CHINA

Changjiang

Anybody brave enough to have a go at
importing one of these! For sale from
Beijing! Only $6880 a bargain | think!

Tricycle, Sidecar, Changjiang 750,
CJ750, 750cc Motorcycle with
Sidecar, M72, R71, R75, Ural, Dnepr,
KS750

They say - Our company has been
specializing in the ¢j 750 sidecar since
1998, mainly in export to Europe and
North America, and has acquired rich
experience in the technical support of
the sidecar, especially in the dynamic
balancing of the sidecar and the main
vehicle, as well as the non-destructive
installation of the sidecar........ We
provide free technical advice on
maintenance and modification of all the
sidecars we sell. We have a showroom
in Beijing, China with a full range of all
national brands of sidecars for sale, and
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we are looking forward to your trial ride.

Made-in-China.com is a comprehensive
online B2B platform connecting
worldwide buyers with Chinese
Suppliers.
https://www.made-in-china.com

Tank for Sale

| bought this very very recently from a
seller in Ukraine but the tank is for the
different model to mine, Although
supposed to be used, it appears virtually
new.. | couldn't see any scratches or any
problems with it - | took it out the packing
box and realised immediately it was the
wrong type for me but very hard to send
back to the seller in the Ukraine at the
moment - for obvious reasons.. | just
need some of the money back | paid for
it, hence the price below - a very very
nice tank with a beautiful finish (shame
it's not for my bike!).

Thanks Faebhean

£125 for tank and a tenner for postage.
Tel number: 07856 498827




The AURUS Merlon Electric Bike

There was one two-wheeled aspect
of Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s arrival for his swearing-in
ceremony on May 7 that drew
particular attention.

Besides the familiar sight of the
presidential Aurus Senat armored
limousine, created from start to
finish by Russian designers, nine
sleek electric-powered Aurus
motorcycles debuted at the event.

Development of the Aurus
motorcycle as part of the Project
Kortezh and the “Unified Modular
Platform,” dates back to 2017.
NAMI, the State Research Centre of
the Russian Federation, unveiled
the first prototype at the Innoprom
International Industrial Exhibition in
2022. According to the developer,
the space-frame is made of high
endurance aluminum alloys, while
external panels and elements are of
Russian-made composite materials.

The motorbike also features an
entirely domestic-made high-voltage
traction battery, electric motor,
power control system (including
software), touch-sensitive electronic
instrument panel, LED optics,
suspension elements and
thermostat system.



Dnepr Siberia
The Commie Combo

This is a transcript of a road test first
published in Bike Magazine Bike
Magazine September 1991 the text has
been amended for errors of fact by Peter
J Ballard.

This combination of bits from around
Europe and beyond is a laugh a minute.
Roland Brown is in stitches, almost from
the side of the rough farm road the
Soviet sidehack made quite a sight. Into
a gravel-strewn bend it barreled, exhaust
barking with the down changes and
passenger hanging out enthusiastically
on the inside; then the outfit accelerated
out with a violent lurch and a clatter of

tappets, kicking a plume of stones into
the air in its wake.

The Dnepr Siberia, to give the bike its
proper name, sure is a laugh to ride on
the right terrain. All you need is a willing
passenger, preferably with the
fearlessness and arm strength of a blind
gorilla on steroids. The lack of suitable
candidates, even in long-time Russian
bike importers Neval’s home patch of
Humberside — well known breeding
ground of burly bikers — perhaps
explains why there aren’t many dirt style
combos around.

Combination is the right word for the
Siberia, which is an unlikely blend of
Russian Ukrainian chassis, genuine
BMW flat twin motor from Germany, and
an assortment of bits — including leading




link forks, front disc brake and off-road
accessories added in Britain.

It’'s a mixture that ends up looking
nothing like Neval’s regular Russian and
Ukrainian made outfits, whose 1940s
styling echoes the three wheelers used
to mount many a Spandau machine gun
in World War Il flicks. If the Siberia
resembles anything, it’s the sidecar-
cross rigs raced by hulks like the Swiss
Huesser brothers: all knobbly tyres,
flapping plastic mudguards and
sponsors’ logos.

In this case the latter is provided by a
gaudy Neval logo on a bit of tin that in
the absence of the normal sidecar body,
is the passenger’s only protection from
the elements. The sidecar seat is hardly
designed for comfort either, consisting of
an aluminium box that at least looked
ideal to house a first aid kit.

That thought was inspired by the
prospect of passengering an outfit
whose sidecar was on the right —
normally illegal in Britain but OK in this
case, Neval Director Olga Voase said,
because the Ruskie rig’s two-wheel drive
makes it technically a tricycle. (the
importers normally hack off the roadster
chairs and reweld them on the other
side, but the Siberia’s two-wheel drive
makes this impossible.)

Power to both those wheels is provided
not by the traditional 650cc flat twin
motor — a Russian Ukrainian copy of a
1941 BMW design — but by a modern
R80 mill built in the Bavarian Verks

Olga and Alan Voase Std MT10/16

themselves. Much of the rest of the bike
is stock Soviet, though the front end set-
up of EML leading link front fork with
Koni shocks, plus Brembo disc on a
standard 19 inch front wheel, provides a
purposeful air at odds with the heavy
steel frame, simple shocks and general
Third World sturdiness of the plot.

The 798cc pushrod mill puts out 55bhp
compared to the Dnepr’s Ural’s 30-odd,
and from the pilot’s bicycle seat it
sounded great as it trumpeted a greeting
through the twin high-level pipes running
up between bike and chair. Sidecars are
always dodgy devices to ride —
especially Ukrainian and Russian-made
ones with the chair on the wrong side.
But the Siberia behaved well, and its
burliness helped keep the third wheel
reassuringly pressed to the ground even
without a passenger.

For a flat twin with almost 800Ib to lug
around, the combo felt surprisingly
perky, producing enough acceleration to
make it good fun not just on gravel
tracks but on the open road too. Only the
Ukrainian Russian gearbox spoiled the
effect, providing several false neutrals in
addition to the advertised four regular



ratios plus hand-selected reverse.

Top speed would not be far short of a
ton, and on the road the Dnepr was
happy to thrap along at a fairly smooth
80mph, its leading link steering feeling
impressively precise and light. The
brakes were good too, and in corners
the outfit handled pretty well — though
when the chair wheel did lift off the
ground it touched down with a chirp that
sometimes sent the bike veering slightly
one way or the other.

On rougher ground its two chunky rear
Metzelers gave masses of grip, and no
matter what the surface you could never
accuse the Dnepr Siberia of being
boring. Its strange layout, crudely
purposeful appearance and near brutal
lack of comfort makes every trip an
event not allowing you to forget for a
moment what you're riding.

The Siberia’s big problem is its price, for
the full spec version tested here costs a
hefty £6892. Opting for telescopic forks
and front drum brakes drops that to
£5409, and fitting a reconditioned R80
engine instead of a new one gives a
further reduction to £3628. But even that
is £1500 more expensive than Neval’s
cheapest Russian or Ukrainian powered
sidecar.

And although the Siberian is good fun,
it’s still a pretty unsophisticated and
impractical device. | can’t see many
people finding the combination of
German heart and Soviet body
worthwhile.

Peter J Ballard goes on to explain the
apparent anomaly of a left-hand drive
outfit being registered for use in the UK.

DVLA gives:

H68YRH has a valid SORN

MOT Vehicle H68YRH does not have a valid
MOT certificate. Expired: 5 August 2006
Vehicle Details

Vehicle make - NEVAL

Date of first registration - February 1991
Year of manufacture - 1990

Cylinder capacity - 800 cc

Fuel type - PETROL

Vehicle colour - GREY

Wheelplan - 3 WHEEL

Date of last V5C (logbook) issued 1
September 2016

Does anybody have any more history for
this combination? Firstly Olga Voase,
Alan’s wife, was correct that this MT16
was legally registered as a tricycle. We
all know from 1st August 1981 any
motorcycle registered in the UK can only
have the sidecar on the left. However
the UK definition of a MotorTricycle did
not define the wheel plan so could be
like a ‘Morgan’, ‘Reliant’ or
asymmetrical, thus this outfit was legally
registered as a MotorTricycle. But then




in June 2003 the DfT (Department for
Transport) decided to stop that fun and
adopted the EU definition that required
three wheelers to have a symmetrical
wheel plan. Well that stopped the import
and consequent registration and use on
the road of the Ural or Dnepr sidecar
drive outfits with the sidecar on the right!

However there was now an unforeseen
problem getting MoTs of the MT16 (and
the earlier MT12 with the 750cc SV
engine) that had legally been registered
as a MotorTricycle between 1st August
1981 and June 2003. Since this outfit
and other sidecar drive outfits were not
registered as motorcycles they could not
be MoT’d at a typical motorcycle MoT
test centre, it would have to go to a MoT
centre that was authorized to test
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three wheelers such as Morgans
and Reliants that are typically car
based MoT centres. That is
where there is an issue. The
three wheeler MoT test includes
such as braking across the front
or rear axle assuming there are
two wheels in line but there aren’t
on the MT16 or MT12 as the
driven sidecar wheel leads the
rear wheel by around 10 inches,
also there would need to be two
headlights but that is easier to fix.
Now one could maybe find a
motorcycle MoT tester that would
cheat, but when the motorcycle
MoT tester types the registration
number into the DVSA (Drivers
and Vehicle Standards Agency)
system that used to be VOSA

(Vehicle and Operators Standards
Agency) the computer says ‘NO’, as it is
not a motorcycle so no authority to test! |
am sure that the few owners of the
MT16 registered between 1st August
1981 and June 2003 did find ‘flexible’
testers who fiddled the MoT input
system, but many outfits such as maybe
this one were taken off the road as it
could not be MoT’d, but this one was
MoT’d in 2005 just two years after the
change in the law but not since!

So another example of sidecars being
forgotten by the legislators in the UK
Parliament and the Department of
Transport.



AGM
Minutes of the Cossack Owners Club 2024

The 2024 AGM of the Cossack Owners Club was held at the Greetham Community Centre on 24t
August 2024 at 2pm.

Peter Ballard welcomed 16 members of the Club.

Peter introduced the members of the current Committee as follows;
Peter Ballard Honorary President and
identification and registration officer

Tony Jones Secretary

Gina Inman Membership and regalia
(resigning)

Phil Inman Treasurer (resigning)

David Cox Webmaster (resigning)

Carl Booth Show organiser (Comrade Carl)
Glen Kapoor Rally coordinator (resigning)
Steve (Tarka)Thomas Magazine editor
(resigned)

ltems

Approval of the 2023 minutes as published
in Horizontal News.

Proposed by Paul Codling and seconded by Tony Jones. Accepted unanimously.

Committee reports; Each committee member read out their report. Peter read a report from Carl
Booth. There was no report from Glen Kapoor.

Professor Phil asked if the Russian war had had an effect on the Club. It was not thought that it
had. There was a discussion on the effect of Facebook on membership.

Proposals; Peter reported that Mike Rowe wanted to prepare a geographic list of members to help
with the planning of events. Peter proposed Mike Rowe as an ad-hoc committee member and also
Andrew Mutter and Nick Tucker as magazine editors. Andy Binns seconded this proposal and it
was accepted unanimously.

In response to the above resignations Peter suggested a new organisation of the Committee
structure i.e certain Committee post be outsourced with contracts to specify their roles and
stipends. Professor Phil wanted clarification of 'out sourced'. Peter explained that they would be
volunteers and not committee members. Peter altered his proposal to clarify this. Tony proposed
that the Stafford show organiser be included as a volunteer post.

This was seconded by Professor Phil. Peter called for a show of hands. 15 agreed and one
abstained. The proposal was carried.

As a result of the above the Committee now comprised of;

Peter Ballard Honorary President and ID and Reg.

Tony Jones Secretary

Mike Rowe Ad-hoc Committee member.

Andrew Mutter and Nick Tucker Magazine editors.

Volunteers are Gina Inman, Phil Inman, David C_)lo%( and Carl Booth.



Paul Codling queried the legal need to have a minimum number of Committee members. Tony
agreed to research this. Professor Phil explained that the Sunbeam Fellowship had no
Committee.

Tony asked for Committee reports to be forwarded to Andrew and Nick.

Peter asked Andrew and Nick to say a few words on the future direction of the magazine.

Any other business.
Tony suggested that we consider sharing AGM venues with the other clubs to reduce costs. This
was generally thought to be a good idea.
Paul Codling suggested bulk emails to
include every member of the club when
an event is approaching. This was
generally thought to be a good idea.
Andrew proposed that we thank existing
and former Committee members for their
hard work over the past year.

The meeting closed at 3.30pm.

REPORTS

President

This is an honorary position, so | am
pleased to be so honoured. | have
knowledge of this great club as a
member and committee member since the early 1970’s. | have contacts in various related clubs,
federations, publications, government agencies, dealers, importers and the Ural manufacturer
which helps me oversee this wonderful club.

You will see that there are proposals to be made, explained and voted on today that seek to
convert certain vital roles from committee positions to external contractors. These would include:
accounts/treasurer, membership administration, website master and FaceBook moderator. | can
see this working well to ease the workload on the people by converting their support from
committee members to external contractors. Mutually agreed contracts are required between the
COC and these contractors so that all parties know their roles and responsibilities to each other
and to the membership.

Committee member for Identification & Registration support

My role is to support members with the ever more complex process of obtaining a vintage Soviet
or PRC (China) motorcycle, import & vehicle arrival declaration and finally getting a UK age
related and Historic tax class registration.

This support attracts new members to join the COC, typically from the ranks of COC FaceBook
members.

The UK import declaration rules changed in January 2024. | took recommendations from various
sources to short list Import Agents. One such has been providing prompt and cost-effective
support to members to create the newly required ‘Import Declaration’ document, that is now
required prior to the existing NOVA (Notification of Vehicle Arrival) that owners can still do
themselves.
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To support the member with the newly required Import Declaration and V55/5 registration
application | create a COC Date Certificate/Letter. This last year | have created on average one a
month for motorcycles made in Russia, Ukraine and People’s Republic of China.

We have an efficient and successful working relationship with our designated officer at the DVLA
who processes all our members’ V55/5 registration applications.

| have been working with the FBHVC (Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs) in their
response to the DfT’s (Dept for Transport) review of the definition of and administration (ie allowed
modifications and tax) of Historic Vehicles. | suspect this DfT review/proposals was partly
triggered by the observation that one can ride or drive a 40 year old motorcycle or motorcar as a
daily vehicle that is close to modern safety and performance standards yet the VED is zero rated
with no mandatory MoT.

I am willing to continue this role if so
required.

Horizontal View’ Editor

| took over this role at short notice on a
temporary basis at the end of 2023 after
the previous Editor Tarka had to spend
more precious time with his family. My
first was the Jan/Feb 2024 issue. This is
my second time as HV Editor and with
my desk top publishing skills and access
to interesting content | coped.

| have since published the HV issues for
May/June, July/August and soon the
September/October issue that we expect -
will be my last. Paul Codling created the excellent March/April issue as a celebration of 50 years
of the COC!

As we all know HV requires a lot of work to assemble, and we do rely on members submitting
useable text and images together with the editors drawing on interesting content from the www
and from their own resources.

| am pleased that it is expected that my temporary role of COC Horizontal View Editor will be
passed to the team of Andrew Mutter and Nick Tucker for their first issue to be in November/
December — we all look forward to that.

| trust that this role will transform into a transfer and support role for Andrew and Nick.

Secretary

As in previous years | have been the main point of contact for the club. | answer e-mails (no
letters these days) and where appropriate redirect them to other committee members. Generally it
has been a quiet year. | have been Sec. since 2011. For personal and health reasons | would like
to hand over to someone else. If no one is forthcoming will continue in the role.
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Treasurer

(incorporating Regalia Secretary's Report)
Please see the attached Year-End Financial
Report year end 31st July 2024 , which gives a
detailed breakdown of Income and
Expenditure, by category

Our bank balance at Year End was
£5,859.53, compared with £7,128.17 for Year
End 2023, a reduction of £ ,268.64.

Income amounted to £4,890.46, the bulk of
which came, as usual, from membership
subscriptions. Regalia sales amounted to
£257.81. Income from member subscriptions
showed a decrease of £505.91 compared with last year.

Expenditure amounted to £6,159.10, compared with £7,607.07 for last year. Postage costs were
£167.44, broadly similar to last year. Cost of rallies was £529.00, with a further £643.54 allocated
to the East European Rally 2024. Costs associated with our attendance at shows amounted to
£634.35. The largest item of expenditure was, as usual, the printing and postage of the Club
magazine, at £3,151.69, which was just £2.27 more than last year.

Contrary to hopes and expectations, the Club's expenditure has exceeded income by £1268.64,
this despite the increase in membership subscription prices. This is purely conjecture, but |
suspect the club is losing paid-up memberships to the lure of free access to its Facebook page.
Regalia sales were again lower than the previous year, at £257.81. Cost of new stock was
£365.84. Stock levels are good.

| have agreed to provide a Treasurer service for COC for the forthcoming Financial Year.

Income

Donations to COC £24 .00
Membership subscriptions £4631.31
Regalia sales £257.81

Stationary £8.34

Total income £4890.46

A warm welcome to our

Expenditure New Members

East European rally 2024 £643.54 August September 2024
Equipment £80.78

Insurance £100.80 James Jagger, Isle of Skye.
Membership clubs societies £137.24 Andy Black, Machynlieth.

Postage £167.44 David Rimmer, Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancs.
Printing £3151.69 Joe Cowley, Caldicot, Monmouthshire.
Rallies £529.00 Paul Manley-Cooke, Bicker, Lincs.

Martin Rayner, Norwich.

Regalia £365.84 Barry O’Neill, liford, Essex.

Sh°YVS £634.35 Paul Winder, Ulverston, Cumbria.
Stationary £35.77 Paul Masters, Sloley, Norfolk
Subscriptions £111.84 ‘ y: ’
Website £200.81

Total expenses £6159.10
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Show Organiser

Another year has vanished
down the road & it's report
time (just like school must try
harder & turn up).

We are doing quite well at
Stafford, with having a double
stand & still celebrating our
50th year we put on a very
interesting display with a very
good mix of bikes at the
October show & it seemed to
go down well with everyone
involved.

The April show 2024 was a good success with just a single stand this time we acquired ourselves
well due to unforeseen events we had a reduced number of bikes as put down on the forms but
the stand still had a great enthusiasm.

We have acquired a new display board system & with a bit of thinking I've managed to make 3
sets out 1 unit so we can now display CCCP advertising for our bikes (from our lovely members).
With the October show on the horizon & this being my 21st year of being in this post

(first show 2003 oct) I'm hoping to acquire a double stand as a celebration as we only had 2 bikes
on display at very short notice then & in April 2023 we had 24 of mixed variety we usually have
14.

Who would have thought I'd still be here doing this job 21 years later, things have changed in the
show scene but our club is now known at the show & respected especially with the banner hung
up as our symbol hope you are all proud of the efforts of our members who take time to support
my ideas on the stand, for us it's a good cheap way to meet up, camp & display... I'm pleased to
stand for the post for another 12 months if voted for as always without bikes from the members to
display | can't perform this role so please consider displaying if only once you might like it & come
back for the next 21 years (I'll be 83)

Some pictures from
Paul, Hazel and
Mikes epic journey
to Finland - we are
promised more in
the next edition




AGM - cont:

Membership Secretary report

Membership Numbers:

Year ending 2023/24 261 Paid up Members, 21 Honorary Members 282 Members in Total
Year ending 2022/23 291 Paid up Members, 20 Honorary Members 311Members in Total

Monthly breakdown of new and renewed membership.

MONTH NEW MEMBERS RENEWALS TOTAL
Aug-23 5 13 27
Sep-23 5 11 16
Oct-23 4 22 26
Nov-23 3 18 21
Dec-23 3 17 20
Jan-24 4 11 15
Feb-24 9 12 21
Mar-24 6 18 24
Apr-24 5 19 24
May-24 1 18 19
Jun-24 7 25 32
Jul-24 5 11 16
Totals 57 204 261

This year the downward trend in membership has turned into a complete nosedive! Less people
joining and a significant number failing to renew their membership. There were 25 fewer new
members joining this year compared to last year and 87 failing to renew their subscription.

Horizontal View Distribution
In my role as Membership

Secretary | am also responsible
for the distribution of Horizontal
View. Some years ago we
contracted the Printer to
distribute the posted magazines
while | continue to send out the
email copies. Although using
Thistleprint to post copies does
cost a little more per magazine
per person against doing it
ourselves, it is definitely a benefit
to the club as it cuts the time
between printing and posting.
Since we made the membership
fee the same across the board
last year the number of emailed
copied of the magazine has
dropped from 88 to 66. Of those “0l; youforgut thess
members who allowed their

membership to lapse 34 were
receiving emailed magazines.
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Ongoing Email problem
We are still experiencing a problem with Googlemail and gmail when sending emails from website
connected email addresses. A bit of research showed that Google, in their infinite wisdom,
decided that emails from websites must be spam and therefore blocks them. Apparently it is a
very simple fix but has to be done by the website host. Dave Cox, webmaster, has been looking
into the problem. Until then those of you with google/gmail email addresses, should | need to
contact you, will be receiving mail
from horizontalnews @hotmail.co.uk

GDPR General Data Protection
Regulations

For the benefit of new members, |
want to reiterate the way the Club
holds personal data. GDPR primarily
affects clubs in the area of security of
data and how long data is kept after
resignation. The membership
Database is backed up to the Cloud
and password protected. Data is only
ever shared with trusted partners “Now children, tell daddy what you were doing,
such as Thistleprint and Embroidery through the back window at the motorbike......
Unlimited in order to fulfil their
commitments to us as a club.
In accordance with the law the committee put together a full GDPR Statement. The above is on
every membership welcome letter.

During the course of this year, after much debate and discussion with the rest of the committee, |
have decided | no longer wish to continue as a committee member but | am happy to continue in
the administrative role of Membership Secretary and Regalia Officer to the Club.

Membership Secretary

Please Note: - The opinions and
advice in this publication are not
necessarily those of the Cossack
Owners Club. Owners and those
that modify or service their
motorcycles do so at their own risk.

This magazine was beautifully
printed by Thistle Print Ltd, Unit 6,
Aston Court, Bramley Leeds, LS13
2AF 01132 040600
www.thistleprint.co.uk

web
www.cossackownersclub.co.uk




Regalia

The Club is delighted to be able to offer a
wide selection of both clothing and other
useful items. Phil & Gina Inman hold the
stock, posting items to you when ordered
or placing a special order with the
embroiderers to be sent directly to you.

So, what sort of things are available? The
usual T-Shirts, hoodies, sweatshirts and
beanies. There are even a few polo
shirts. Also Buff-style neckwear,
keyrings, badges and stickers.
Everything bears the Club Logo and
some things are also available with the
Star Logo. You can see from the pictures
the variety of colours available for the
clothing.

Just as a point of interest, Phil wears

To place an order either use the website:
www.cossackownersclub.co.uk/shop and
PayPal Email: coc.inman@mail.com with
your order then we can arrange payment.
Or use Snail (Royal) Mail:

COC Regalia

1A Sycamore Road,
North Luffenham,
Oakham, Rutland

Fé5 NI

a club zip-up fleece all year round,
especially through the winter, and is
now into his third, having worn the
previous ones out! That’s quality and
warmth!

We look forward to hearing from you.
Prices are kept as low as possible as the
Club only wants to cover costs plus
postage, not make a mint out of you
guys. price includes PP

T-Shirts: £15.00
Polo Shirts: £18.00
Sweatshirt: £23.00

Full Zip Fleece: £27.50
Hooded Sweatshirt: £25.00

Beanie: £10.00
Neckwear: £6.50
Key Ring: £6.50

Ural/Dnepr Round Tank Stickers
£2.00 each

Ural/Dnepr Gold Stickers £1.75
COC Cloth Badge £5.00

COC Pin Badge: £5.25

Various Random Fun Stickers
£2.00 for 4




Motorcycles & Motorcycling in
the USSR from 1939
A Social and Technical History
By Colin Turbett
Publisher: Veloce
ISBN: 9781787113145
Hardback « 20.7x25cm - 128
pages ¢ 286 pictures £25:00

Colin Turbett was a social worker in the
West of Scotland and in addition to a
number of social work text books has also
authored works on Soviets in space, a
peoples history of the cold war and Red
Star at War: Victory at all costs about the
experiences of ordinary Soviet citizens in
the second world war. In recent years he
has travelled by bike to Eastern Europe
which triggered an interest in the
utilitarian machines produced there
during the Communist years and has in
turn resulted in this scholarly work.

This book, with a foreword from our own
Peter Ballard, is an account of
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motorcycles in the Soviet Union,
concentrating on the wartime and postwar
period until 1990, prior to the dissolution
of the USSR in 1991, it covers the
motorcycles produced, and looks at the
way in which they were used at home and
exported abroad.

These motorcycles went under the place
names of the producing factories:
Ishevsk, Kovrov, Moskva, Minsk and, of
course, the large flat twins produced in

Irbit and Kiev under the Ural and Dnepr
names. The book is copiously illustrated
with period photographs and graphics
many from the author’s own collection.
The reader is given an insight into the life
of SovBlok motorcyclists. In addition to
the book shows Jawas from
Czechoslovakia, and Pannonias from
Hungary.

The book is much more than a technical
description of every motorcycle produced
in the USSR between 1941 and 1990.
The social and sporting background of
owning a motorbike in the former soviet
bock is brought to life. This book is
thoroughly recommended as work of
great scholarship that is also an
entertaining read.

Editors - What a great book this is - we
both have copies It's absolutely
fascinating!



The Main Thing is for My Mom Not to Find Out

Nataliya Bagatskaya, born in 1967 in Horodyshche, Ukraine, is an accomplished
acrylic painter based in Kyiv. As a member of the Union of Artists of Ukraine,
her specialization lies in
hyperrealism,
photorealism,
contemporary realism,
and metamodern styles,
utilizing historical
techniques of oil painting
‘| embodied in acrylics.

The painting shown
4| below was painted in
2023 and is one a
sequence showing the
Mona Lisa in various
settings. Nataliya says
| One day, my friend

| Sasha Lanin, who is a
motorcycle racer, offered
v, to teach me how to ride
" | his IZH Planeta Sport

| motorcycle. We headed
| out of town, with me
sitting at the wheel and
him sitting behind me,
and began our ride. Suddenly, we spotted a traffic police car. Sasha exclaimed,
"Let's speed up and have some fun!" So, | stepped on the gas, and we took off.
We eventually stopped in a village, and the surge of adrenaline was
indescribable. | felt like the lead actress in a movie. However, | was completely
oblivious to my own safety since it was my first time on a motorcycle. When |
finally dismounted from the motorcycle, | had burned my leg on the exhaust
pipe. | ended up walking around in my pants so that my mom wouldn't see the
burn.’

The painting is acrylic on canvas and is 75 X 100 X 2.3cm, and the original is

available from her website at €2500
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Norfolk'n'Good

Norfolk Rally September 2024
More pictures from the fabulous weekend




