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 Horizontal View 
The journal of the Cossack Owners’ Club 

September October 2024 

Hazel & Paul Ural M66 

Mike’s Mt9  
(That’s ‘Mt’ as opposed to empty!) 

Hazel & Paul Ural M66 ~ my Pal Juris in and Mike on the Mt9 
Photo at RaMotor, Juris’ workshop in Ogre, Riga, Latvia 
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President ~ Peter J Ballard. 
 
Machine Identification and Registration: 
Peter J Ballard: 01225 891634 
idandreg.cossackownersclub@gmail.com 
 
Editor Horizontal View (temporary): 
Peter J Ballard: 01225 891634 
horizontal.view.editor@gmail.com  
 
General Secretary:  
Tony Jones: 01942 605949 / 07504 700522 
cossackownersclub@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Phil Inman: 01780 720420 
coc.inman@mail.com 
 
Membership Secretary & Regalia sales:  
Gina Inman: 01780 720420  
membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk 
 
Show Organiser:  
Carl Booth: 01253 720327 
comradecarl01@mail.com 
 

Non-committee positions 

Webmaster  www and FB moderator 
Dave Cox: 01794 884492 
kamuro@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Regalia sales: To Be Advised. 
 
As always please appreciate that most of us are 
working, looking after family or even riding and 
working on our motorcycles when you contact us 
for advice or support - many thanks. 

Well I hope and expect that this will be my 4th and 
last HV, I have enjoyed creating them but it does 
take time. I am sure you will have noticed the 
difference between my content, Tarka’s and Paul’s, 
but it all depends what we receive, what events 
editors go to and what resources we can draw on. 
 
I am sure that Andrew and Nick who will be 
salivating over creating the Nov/Dec 2024 issue 
with maybe different lay out and a different slant on 
the content. 
 
In this issue there is the conclusion of the DfT 
proposals and the FBHVC responses. I am pretty 
sure the UK will be brought more in line with EU in 
that there will be a 30 year rule for VED and MoT 
BUT the vehicle has to be worthy of being classed 
as a ‘Vehicle of Historic Interest’ not a vehicle that 
has had lots of customisations and is not 40 years 
old. 
 
By the time you read this the 2024 AGM will have 
taken place and the support services from Phil & 
Gina and Dave will have been sorted. This will be  
so that the roles of Treasurer, Membership & 
website /FaceBook management will have been 
contractually outsourced. So the next HV issue will 
see what the AGM decided, or not of course. 
 
Here’s wishing you all safe motorcycling and 
Andrew & Nick happy editing! 
 

 
 

~ Cheers Peter ~ 
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7    Chimay Street races & IZH Planeta/Jupiter4 
8    Events 
9    Ride to rally in Finland photos. 
10  Nathan in Nth Africa Ural 750 sidecar drive 
11  Malcolm UK to Afghanistan on MT9 
12   Sidecars for IZH  
14   FBHVC, DVLA DfT summary 
16   Owners’ photos 
17   Soviet Boxer engines in other applications 
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20   Dong Hai history and specification. 
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24   Estonia Soviet bike meet photos. 
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Contact Details Editorial 

Me on my MT12 a few years ago 
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Mike, Paul & Hazel in the Baltics on their way to 
the rally in Finland. All look happy and bikes well 
loaded. Short introduction to their trip in this HV 
issue however a full travel log in the next, lots of 
photos, mishaps, meeting friends of friends, 
finding spares and people willing to work on 
Soviet bikes. 

Two of my outfits, both based on my IZH Planeta 
Sport mk1 sold as a Cossack 350P, despite being 
only 340cc! 
 
It was run solo for many years. Then I found a 
Squire sidecar for sale on eBay. The body had 
been hacked about to make a two seater, I 
reverted. Connection to the bike was ok. Had to 
mount it out a bit to work the left side kick starter. 
I fitted a disc brake on the sidecar wheel with a 
little master cylinder off a Kawasaki 250cc as in 
photo. The rear lower left mount was on the rear 
footrest bracket, that was ok. The ride of the 
sidecar was dreadful, the small 10” ‘Mini’ wheel 
on rubber ‘Indespension’ just bounced over every 
pebble, so that came off and sold.  
 
I picked up a Sputnik sidecar off a Neval Jupiter, 
that fitted well but was so high, see the article in 
this issue shows that; so I lowered the chassis, a 
lot. Looked mean! I then also added a vertical 
strut from the rear upper mount down to the rear 
lower. 
 
I had too many outfits so sold it, OK it was wide 
but handled so well. The prospective buyer 
trimmed the hedge in my road as he rode off on a 
test ride then nearly hit all the parked cars on 
return. Not heard from him since, but lots of 
trimmed hedges and scraped cars I believe.  

This magazine was beautifully printed by  
Thistle Print Ltd, Unit 6, Aston Court, Bramley 

Leeds, LS13 2AF 01132 040600 
www.thistleprint.co.uk  

New Members for July and August 2024 
Darren Williams Boston, Lincs. 
Stuart Clegg Stockton-on-Tees. 
Peter Hayes Spalding, Lincs. 
Steve Polley Sandhurst, Berks. 
Robert Pritchard Nanaimo, B.C. Canada. 
Malcolm Perrins Winchester, Hants. 
David Speirs Cairdow, Argyll &amp; Bute. 
Paul Simpson Cropredy. 
M. A. Bray Gosport, Hants. 
Donald Alexander Midhurst, West Sussex, 
Danny Lester Gravesend. 

The opinions and advise in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the Cossack Owners Club. 
Owners and those that modify or service their 

motorcycles do so at their own risk. 

There is a range of uber cool clothing available to 
display your allegiance to the community, sized 
from Medium to XXXL in some instances. 
 
There is a choice of standard club logo or a star 
type logo. 
 
Hoodies to special order  £21.50 
Full or half jip fleeces  £25.00 
Tee Shirts   £13.00 
Wooly Hats    £8.50 
“Buff” style neck tubes   £8.50 
 
Also cloth badges, metal pins, stickers etc 
 

For full range and latest prices. 
Contact Gina see contacts list. 

A Warm Welcome to 

Club Regalia 

Rear Cover 

Front Cover 
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The New Horizontal View Editors 

Andrew Mutter and Nick Tucker 
 
So let me introduce myself and the reasons for my 
interest in Soviet iron. Back in 1975 my father came 
home from work and said that one of his colleagues 
had been looking at the recent importation of 
Russian Motorcycles and what good value they 
were! I was a poor student at the time, but lucky 
enough had a full motorcycle license. My dad 
offered to lend me money to buy one of these bikes 
and pay him back in instalments. We went to 
Mundays in Brixton the very next Saturday where 
we saw the latest import selection of Cossack 
Motorcycles. I couldn’t believe my luck a brand new 
bike, I really wanted one of the big ones – a 650cc, 
blue with funny seats however my dad wanted me 
to buy the 175 so we compromised and I parted 
with £279 and got a yellow and black 350cc 
Jupiter3.  
 
I had this bike for a good few years while I was a 
post graduate student in Stroud in Gloucestershire 
and I used to travel every weekend back to, Sir 
John Cass School of Art, where I had a days 
teaching for the amazing sum of £40 per day. This 
was a fortune for me, and I was able to travel from 
Stroud to London through the autumn and winter, in 
just a ski jacket and a pair of jeans for protection. I 
remember stuffing the ski jacket with newspaper to 
try and keep me warm. I came off the bike a few 
times and eventually swapped it for a stereo 
amplifier (mores the pity)! 
 
50 years on and many motorcycles later, and still 
talking about my old bike, I decided it was about 
time I got into this again so I bought a Ural from 
Tony Jones and I spent about three years getting it 
on the road (the grey Ural) – it’s been a labour of 
love - you may have seen it in the magazine or at 
Stafford. I’m no engineer or mechanic, but with the 
help of Paul Coding, Dave Angel (F2), Matthew 
(Windmill Motorcycles) and of course the learned 
Peter Ballard I’ve learnt a lot, had much fun and 
heartache and the bike is chugging along nicely 
now so I’m very happy. With the bug again for these 
bikes, this year I purchased my first Ural outfit from 
Dave Angel of F2 Motorcycles and I’ve also 
acquired a 350cc Jupiter 4 to restore as a lookalike 
to my original Jupiter3. 
 
Like many people I value the club and I thought it 
was about time I put something back hence the 
offer of being a joint editor with Nick Turner of 
Horizontal View.  
 
 

 
Can you help us with Horizontal View? 
 
Technical Articles 
I come from an art background so I hope you 
approve of the layout and appearance of Horizontal 
View, however we are desperate for people to write 
technical articles about their machines. What’s the 
best way to approach something? What tools do 
you need? What reference diagrams do you have? 
Can you take stage by stage photographs of any 
repair that you make. 
 
Fred Wells 
I happen to live very close to where Fred Wells, first 
importer of Russian motorcycles, had his original 
shop in Manor Park, London. I visited it several 
occasions in the 70’s looking to purchase an ex 
police motorcycle. I’d really like to see if I can track 
down any of his relatives to hear a bit more about 
him. I’ve been in contact with our local Manor Park 
historical society and hope they might be able to 
help. Do you know anymore? 
 
Your Tales 
We’ve just come through the summer and I know 
lots of you would’ve been on trips in the UK trips or 
on more prolonged expeditions to foreign countries. 
We’d love to hear your story in words & picture or a 
series of photos with captions. 
 
Featured Bike 
We would also like to have a featured bike, so take 
a few shots of your machine, whatever condition it’s 
in and tell us some stories about it – its journey, 
where did you get it from, where you’ve been, what 
problems you’ve had and how you’ve solved them 
including experiences of substituting parts, powder 
coating, or anything else you have done? 
 
I’m very lucky to be co-editor with Nick as he has 
an engineering background and should be able to 
fill gaps where I can’t.  
 
We are really looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
Andrew Mutter 
Horizontal View Joint Editor 
 
Andrew Mutter 
Email andrewmutter@yahoo.com 
07775890815 
 
and 
 
Nick Tucker 
Email family.tucker@gmail.com 
01522 539331 
 
 
Email that both joint editors will have access to: 
horizontal.view.editor@gmail.com  

Andrew Mutter 
New Co-Editor 
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 Andrew and Sue on the Distinguished Gentleman's bike ride on the new 750cc outfit (Blue Ural) and the  
Grey M66 Ural The Magpies.  

I am sure that Andrew and Nick will make a 
good team and come up with a refreshed 
Horizontal  View. 
 
It takes a lot of time to gather input, decide what 
to put in, how to order it, how to match photos 
with text then make sure the number of pages 
divides by  four, like this at 28 sides. 
 
As both Andrew and Nick have different 
backgrounds, experiences and skills from me, I 
am looking forward to their first at beginning of 
November; trusting all goes to plan! 
 
I have a lot of my photos going back to the early 
1970’s when the Ural and Dnepr bug bit me 
hard. But I am sure both Andrew and Nick have 
a similar collection of photos and experiences.  
 
I also got a lot of images from Paul that I am 
using to fill this last bit of space on this page. All 
the best to Andrew and Nick, they need your 
input. 
 
Cheers Peter - exEditor! 

ADVERT FREE  
High rise handlebars with ‘br’ ,and crash bars come off ‘Soviet 
Knight’,  
Contact john.howorth286@outlook.com  
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Hullo. My name is Nick Tucker and I am one of a 
matching pair of co-editors (the other is Andrew 
Mutter) who will taking up the editorship of 
‘Horizontal View’ from the next issue. Otherwise, I 
am in somewhat gainful employment as a lecturer 
in materials and manufacturing at the University of 
Lincoln. It seem appropriate to offer some kind of 
explanation as to how this general state of affairs 
came to pass.   

In 1976 in distant Cornwall there was some 
taproom gossip about SovBlok combinations that 
‘could go anywhere a Landrover could’ and ‘could 
do any farm job except ploughing, unless you had 
two of them’. There was Zetor tractor dealer just 
outside Liskeard, so I hopped on my Fantic TI 
moped and buzzed over to P and P Motors at 
Dobwalls to have a look. ‘Spares are cheap’ said 
the brochure ‘but you’ll hardly ever need them’. 
Couldn’t raised the wind to get one then, but a seed 
had been sown. 

Fast forward through a montage of CZs, MZs, a 
Ducati 450, a Triumph Tiger 100 chop, and a 
Garelli moped to 1998 when I was running an SE6a 
Reliant Scimitar, which was proving to be a bit of a 
chore to keep running in a satisfactory fashion. My 
pal Dave gave me a call and said there is a two-
year old Dnepr MT11 for sale in Shrewsbury. I rang 
the fellow up and asked if he would swap it for a 
Scimitar. No, he said - make me a cash offer – but 
how much do you want? Sez I. No, just make me 
an offer. So just to get the ball rolling I said £100 
expecting that it would at least rattle some soot 

down the chimney. Ah, no, he said – how about 
£200? The next noise was a hire van pulling up 
outside his house. Cash changed hands and I 
became owner of a bike that was new enough not 
to MOT. Unkind – or possibly more worldly pals 
said he must have promised his Ex half of what he 
got for the bike… 

I used it to commute from Glossop to Coventry, 
took the kids to school in it and attended several 
Dragon rallies. I took it to New Zealand for a nine-
year sojourn, and finally repatriated to the UK. All 
through that time the Cossack Owners Club was a 
vital source of intel to keep the bike in running order 
through the ups and downs of ownership. Some of 
you may recall my intermittent series of ‘Top tips for 
the Gas Cook’. Or you may not. 

So, when it looked as though there might be issues 
with the continuing editorship of ‘Horizontal View’ I 
strongly felt that the role of the magazine was too 
important to risk it being lost. So I threw my hat into 
the ring where it ricocheted of the whirling headgear 
of kindly Andrew Mutter, so here we are as joint 
eds. This is ideal as it means that when one of us is 
glowing red hot, we can be taken away to be 
quenched whilst the other holds the fort.  

What would we like in the way of contributions? The 
usual requirements go along the lines of if we can 
read it, we will print it. So anything that relates to 
our SovBlok transports of delight will be most 
gratefully received – especially if there are 
photographs. The magazine is important because it 
provides a much more permanent record of our 
doings than the interweb, so do please get stuck in. 

The editor email access will transfer to Nick and 
Andrew once this issue is out. 

Nick Tucker 
New Co-Editor 

Avoiding the rush hour in New Zealand 



7 

 

2023 MT9, Jupiter3 & Ural 750 

David’s Chang Jiang Pekin 
Express 650cc 
www.f2motorcycles.ltd.uk 

Chimay is in the province of Hainaut, Belgium. It is 
the source of the Oise River and is just down the 
road from the Trappist Scourmont Abbey (Abbaye 
Notre-Dame de Scourmont) famous for prayer, 
reading and manual work some of which is running 
the Chimay Brewery and making cheese. 
 
Back to Chimay itself: in July the roads are closed 
off to make a racing circuit for the Circuit de Chimay 
Classic Bikes. At least ten nationalities are 
represented at the meeting amongst which are 
Wales, England, Ireland, Germany, and 
Switzerland.  

Every year, nearly 450 racers take their position on 
the starting grid and 500 exceptional bikes are 
present to give life to this timeless road circuit. 
Within the paddocks the atmosphere is redolent of 
castor oil, high octane petrol and leather dressing - 
the atmosphere is friendly and on the Saturday 
evening there is a rock’n’ concert. See 
https://circuit.be/Classic-Bikes?Lng=en for details of 
next year. 
 
What is this to us? Not so much – but it is a nice 
weekend away, and there was this outfit in 
the Park (not very) Fermé. 
 
 
Ed suggests is a IZH Jupiter 2 from 1960’s with a 
later Jupiter5 engine running non std twin  carbs, 
that should spin up nicely. 

Chimay Street Races 
Nick Tucker 

IZH Jupiter5 made in 1991, in Izhevsk. Engine is a 350cc two stroke twin at 24 bhp, Jupiter 2 was 22 bhp. 
      Later model in 1993 was liquid cooled. 
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September 13/15th ~ Paul Codling’s do. Norfolk 
'n' Good camping weekend at Woodhill Park, 
Cromer Road, East Runton, Cromer, Norfolk 
NR27 9PX 
This is a clifftop, family holiday campsite with typical 
North Norfolk coastal views, soft camping grass, 
lovely plumbing and a shop.  We've booked 20 
pitches on Friday and Saturday nights and 5 on 
Thursday for those who'd like get there early.  To 
secure your place contact the campsite on 01263 
512242 or at info@woodhill-park.com quoting 
the 437066 booking reference so the campsite 
know who you are. Do this earlier rather than later 
because although the campsite don't expect to be 
packed out this weekend, end of season hot 
weather could fill the campsite unexpectedly.  You 
might get away with not booking but if you just turn 
up, who knows, you might not be lucky. 
NB, After the end of July, the campsite will release 
our unfilled pitches if they're under pressure, so 
book before then to be safe. 
 
Our pitches do not have electric hook ups but the 
campsite has lots of those. If you want one, contact 
the campsite and tell them that when you book, 
again earlier is better than later.   
Our no electric pitches cost £10 + £3.15 per person 
per night, so two people in one tent or camper van 
on Friday and Saturday will cost £26.30.   
As a special concession, we don't need to clear the 
site until noon on Sunday. Hopefully we'll have the 
COC gazebo just in case in rains. 
Sometimes pop up burger or chip vans turn up on 
site in the evenings but the village of East Runton 
with its two pubs & cafes only 5 minutes walk away. 
We have a ride out round the quiet, leafy lanes a 
few miles inland planned for Saturday morning but 
as ever, earlier rather than later is better because 
we want to vist The Muckleburgh Collection which 
is a Tank Museum only a few miles up the coast. 
This costs £12 entry but I think it's well worth that. If 
you want to drive a tank, I kid you not, you'll need to 
book in advance on the museum 
website, www.muckleburgh.co.uk 
 
Because the Tank Museum is close to the 
campsite, not going on the ride out is optional if you 
want to spend more time there. Returning to the 
campsite without getting lost on your own is easy, if 
you get bored with armoured vehicles. 
 
If you want a more traditional seaside holiday 
experience, the wonderful little town of Cromer is 
only a few miles away. 
 
All questions encouraged and answered by email 
at paulcodling@mail.com 
 
 

October 4/6th. Condor Farm, Dent, Cumbria, 
LA10 5QT for the second time. £8pppn  
 
Stafford 12/13th October. The Autumn Stafford 
Show, Stafford County Showground, ST28 OBD 
Contact Carl 01253 720327 for up to date info on 
that and to enquire about displaying your 
motorcycle.  
 
October 17/20th. Sentry Circle Camping, 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL6 2UD. 
£10pppn. Marquee to sit in with a barrel of beer and 
a fire pit. Northallerton is only 3miles up the road 
with pubs, shops and local amenities. There are 
some lovely roads to explore. Sometimes our 
camping weekend coincides with some sort of 
Druidic festival of pyromania which involves the 
burning of a huge pile of pallets in the adjacent 
field. Is it cold this far North in October? Not by the 
fire it isn't! The campsite is particularly lush and with 
comfortable soft earth and deep grass it's a delight 
to sleep on. We get the whole field all to ourselves.  
 
 
 
Lack of Southern events?  
Apart from The Three Magpies, there aren't any. 
For this discussion, by South, we mean the soft 
side of London. In recent times it's been apparent 
that there's a lot more enthusiasm for camping 
weekends in the North. For example, at the time of 
writing, the Northerners are camped at How Stean 
Gorge in Nidderdale in what Bynnzi calls "Little 
Switzerland". The air temperature is -1c with heavy 
snow and winds gusting to 50mph forecast for the 
weekend. They're a very special bunch of 
adventurists.  
 
We've reached the conclusion that what we need is 
a dedicated Southern rally organiser, not to try to 
compete with the brutal masochisms of the 
Yorkshiremen but to work with them in spreading 
the adventure evenly throughout the whole country. 
 
Whoever can organise whatever and however they 
like, but as a rough guideline they might like to go 
check out and negotiate with a few campsites and 
museums or local events for ride out destinations, 
find out how much it's all going to cost and let the 
club know via Facebook and Horizontal View.  
 
They could be a committee member and be able to 
discuss their plans, ask for advice and coordinate 
their efforts at executive level. Fancy that? If you 
do, the contact details are on inside pages. 
 
 

Events in 2024 
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This is just a taster of their trip as it is not quite 
finished as I type this in a nice comfy chair in front 
of the workstation, some people have all the fun! 
 
Days before the trip Jimmy was welding up the 
bottom of Mike’s sidecar, what a great job! 

Mike, Paul and Hazel 
went to Finland on  

MT9 & M66 

Mike’s final drive rebuild in Lithuania 
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A few photos from Nathan with his 750cc Ural. 
He keeps a left hand sidecar in Uk so he can 
ride his Ural legally here too, clever chap.  
 
We are hoping for more details of his trips in 
future issues of HV, guess if you like sand in 
your sandwiches and between your toes, a 
desert is just up your street! 

Nathan Rice 
North Africa 
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Thank you for allowing me to join this group. (FB & 
COC) I have very fond memories of taking our 
Dnepr K-650 outfit.  
 
 
[Ed 1976 MT9, no longer registered in UK)  
 

My girl friend and I drove our maroon combo from 
Luton to Lahore in 1978, just before the fall of the 
Shah in Iran and also just before the Russians 
invaded Afghanistan.  
 
Our route was down to Dover to Oostende then 
through Germany, Austria, the former Yugoslavia. 

Then Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan and then into 
Pakistan. We had to leave the outfit at Lahore as 
we could not afford the carnet to take the bike into 
India. Very sad moment.  
 
We had many adventures, took massive amount of 
spares, eg all gearbox internals, dynamo, points, 
numerous wheels and spokes. Broke many spokes 
and had to rebuild by the roadside several times.  
 
We also broke down in the middle of Tehran, I 
looked and saw my boot was covered in oil. Very 
quickly at least 100 people surrounded us to watch 
the fun! The police arrived, but were helpful and just 
kept the traffic clear, whilst I stripped the cylinder 
head down and discovered it was simply an oil feed 
pipe that had vibrated loose. Quick tighten with 
mole grips and back on our way.  
 
Hope you like some of the photos below. Malcolm 

Malcolm Perrins 
Europe and Asia on a 

Dnepr K650 
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The sidecars were made by Vyatsko-Polyansky 
Machine-Building Plant "Molot", makers of the 
Vyatka and Electron scooters, and firearms.  
 
Izh-a race into dead end - B-Cozz  
Izh-49K- first mass-produced sidecar, which was 
assembled according to izhevsk design 
specifications in Vyatka-polyansk machinery plant
(VMPZ) in 1956. The outfit weighed 254kg while it 
could carry 3 men at 65km/h speed.  
 
VPMZ - B-Cozz  
In 1957 the first “Vyatka” scooter was produced. In 
the 1970′s the issue of sidecars reached 200,000 
units per year and motoroller production was over 
100,000 pieces per year. In 2012 the plant was 
restructured and became Joint Stock Company 
“Hammer-Arms”.  

Vyatsko-Polyansk Machine-Building Plant - 
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia  
Therefore, by the end of 1955, the production of 
gramophones was stopped. In 1955, F.I. 
Treshchev became the director of the plant, who 
organized the production of sidecars for Izhevsk 
motorcycles. Significant production capacity was 
required - the plant was expanding, new production 
buildings were being built.  
 
In 1956, the plant staff was faced with an even 
more difficult task - to master the production of 
Soviet passenger scooters.  
 
The first Soviet motor scooter "Vyatka" was 
manufactured in 1957. In the 1960s, 
the Vyatka and Electron sidecars and scooters 
were exported to 51 countries around the world. 
In 1965, a training and consulting center of the 
Kirov Polytechnic Institute was established at the 
plant.  
 
In the 1970s, the production of sidecars reached 
200 thousand units per year, scooters were 
produced more than 100 thousand units per year. 
In the following years, the models of the passenger 
scooter were updated twice and the models of the 
sidecars seven times.  
 
 

Sidecars for the IZH 
two stroke motorcycles 

Model 56 

Model 56 made into a trailer 

https://b-cozz.com/izh-a-race-into-dead-end/#:~:text=Izh%2D49K%2D%20first%20mass%2D,men%20at%2065km%2Fh%20speed.
https://b-cozz.com/vpmz/
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8F%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D0%9F%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8F%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1955_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A2%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%89%D1%91%D0%B2,_%D0%A4%D1%91%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%80_%D0%98%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A2%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%89%D1%91%D0%B2,_%D0%A4%D1%91%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%80_%D0%98%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%87
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%98%D0%96_(%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB)
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%98%D0%96_(%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BB)
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1956_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9C%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%80
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%B0_(%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%80)
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1957_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960-%D0%B5
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D0%BA%D0%B0_(%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%80)
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%AD%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD_(%D0%BC%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%80)
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%92%D1%8F%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D1%8B%D0%B9_%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970-%D0%B5
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Model 58 
Model 58 

SATRA fitted this sidecar to 
JupiterIII, £115 in 1970’s 

SATRA had Thruxton Tuning shop fit the body onto 
a nasty small wheel chassis with Indespension unit 

Planeta Sport 340cc with the 
‘IZH’ sidecar supplied by Nevals. 

Sputnik sidecar sold by Nevals and lots 
dumped in USA that were fitted to all 
sorts of trail/adventure bikes as they were 
so rugged and light. 
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In the previous HV issue on your behalf I 
commented on the DfT (Dept for Transport) 
proposals to better manage and support Historic 
Vehicles in UK. The COC response together with 
hundreds of others were made to FBHVC for them 
to respond to DfT. Remember FBHVC is the official 
conduit between DfT and users of Historic vehicles. 

This is the FBHVC statement:- The Federation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) is calling on 
the new Secretary of State for Transport – and the 
DVLA for which they will be responsible – to work 
with it to achieve, a “pragmatic and constructive” 
historic vehicle registration regime.  

The DVLA is responsible for vehicle registration 
and licensing on behalf of the Transport Secretary, 
having taken over the responsibility from local 
authorities from 1973. 

The FBHVC move follows its submission yesterday 
to the government’s ‘Call for Evidence’ (CFE) into 
the DVLA. Unveiled by previous Transport 
Secretary Mark Harper, in a visit to Bicester 
Heritage on 9 May, the CFE asks 46 questions 
about the present system and responses had to be 
made by 4 July 2024. 

The last three years have seen the FBHVC working 
hard to overcome a range of difficulties being faced 
by historic vehicle owners with the DVLA 
concerning vehicle registration. 

Extensive dialogue with the DfT and DVLA, has 
drawn attention to the current challenges and 
inconsistencies surrounding the historic vehicle 
community’s interaction with their policies. 

Last year, the FBHVC was invited to take part in a 
formal Cabinet Office review into the DVLA, which 
saw the Federation submit many pages of evidence 
covering the extensive issues and problems, now 
addressed in the CFE. 

Representing more than 250,000 historic vehicle 
enthusiasts, from its 500 affiliated clubs, 50 

museums plus individual and trade supporters, the 
FBHVC says the CFE was “extremely positive and 
very welcome”. 

However, its detailed examination found the CFE to 
be “less than entirely clear in providing background 
information for all of the questions it poses.” And, 
the FBHVC was concerned that respondents, 
“particularly those who may not deal with historic 
vehicle registration matters and DVLA on a regular 
basis, may not fully appreciate the significance.” 

To address this and to ensure that members’ views 
were correctly represented, a simplified 
survey based on the CFE was constructed and 
circulated by the FBHVC to all its clubs, museums 
and supporters. 

The survey proposed a FBHVC response to each 
question and requested indication of agreement or 
otherwise, with a free-text box for comments. 

In total 4,485 responses to the survey were 
received, with 81.2% agreeing in full with the 
FBHVC’s proposed responses. 

Of the rest, the majority were concerned with three 
main subject areas (kit cars and  conversions, 
historic & classic vehicles and special treatments, 
vehicles converted to electric), with each topic 
attracting responses from 254 to 287 people (7% of 
the total surveyed). 

All comments were assessed by the FBHVC team 
and, where possible, were incorporated into the 
formal FBHVC response to the CFE. 

Responding to the Government’s call for ideas and 
suggestions to improve the system, the FBHVC 
says it “would like to see, and is willing to work with 
the DVLA to achieve, a pragmatic and constructive 
registration regime” that: 

Actively seeks to find ways in which a genuine but 
problematic historic vehicle can be registered as 
such whilst seeking to exclude the non-genuine. 
This is important to the COC. I see non-genuine 
Soviet motorcycles given Historic age related GB 
registrations where the motorcycle has limited 
historic value being a collection of models, makes 
and eras yet a DVLA clerk has been fooled into 
giving it a registration. I then have to work hard 
sometimes to convince ‘our man at the DVLA’ that 
the applicant’s motorcycle is genuine and deserves 
a Historic age related registration. 
 
 
 

FBHVC response 
summary to DfT 

proposals 04/07/2024 

https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/government-launches-review-of-dvla-to-strengthen-agency-for-the-future
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/government-launches-review-of-dvla-to-strengthen-agency-for-the-future
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/dvla-consultation-on-historic-vehicle-registration-processes-how-to-answer-it-and-ensure-your-voice-makes-a-difference
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/dvla-consultation-on-historic-vehicle-registration-processes-how-to-answer-it-and-ensure-your-voice-makes-a-difference
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/dvla-consultation-on-historic-vehicle-registration-processes-how-to-answer-it-and-ensure-your-voice-makes-a-difference
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Is open to accepting judgement decisions rather 
than a systemised yes/no approach. 
Absolutely, we have had many occasions where it 
has proved impossible to get a clerk to overturn an 
illogical and incorrect rejection decision and had to 
revert to DVLA managers to overturn. 
 
Is open to seeking and accepting advice from 
external sources. 
That would be good, but that is starting to happen 
now that the DVLA is trusting the club experts, as 
they do with the COC. 
 
Recognises that historic vehicles are by definition 
old and that components unavoidably degrade over 
time with use, damage, corrosion etc 
This is important as much of the push by DfT was 
that Historic status depends on the %age of original 
parts, more applicable to cars perhaps when a 
chassis is too rotten to be used. 
 
Recognises that the supply of original parts is 
constantly diminishing and that as a result the 
repair of parts and use of more recently 
manufactured parts is unavoidable and does not 
necessarily diminish the historic status of the 
vehicle. 
As before, good point. 
 
Recognises that the motor industry has changed 
out of all recognition and that the continuance of a 
manufacturer name does not necessarily refer to 
the same company. 
This does apply to us, for example the IMZ ‘Irbit 
Motorcycle Works’ Ural factory in Russia no longer 

makes Urals as they are now made in Kazakhstan 
and for many years the Ural name and production 
facilities have been owned by a USA based 
company. Things have moved on since 1940. 
 
Also calling for the DVLA to set up independent 
advisory groups, the FBHVC is clear about the role 
clubs should play in the future. 
I support this. On a few occasions clubs have been 
invited to DVLA open discussions, our application 
to attend was not successful even though we have 
more issues with the DVLA than many clubs do. 
 
Specialist clubs have considerable knowledge and 
attempts should be made to utilise this” it says. 
Good point, but would the clubs get paid for the 
advice they give? 
 
“FBHVC can and is prepared to provide a co-
ordinating and guiding function. The current V765 
or Reconstructed Classic schemes could provide a 
procedural template for club involvement.” 

To read the full FBHVC response visit: https://
www.fbhvc.co.uk/consultations 

The next issue of HISTORIC the FBHVC magazine 
(sent to all members) will have a special article 
explaining the how the response was formulated. 
You can join the FBHVC here from only £20 https://
www.fbhvc.co.uk/join-and-renew 

To illustrate how strict DfT is now and 
how it will be more so.  
 
On the left you see Annabelle’s 
Russian IMZ Ural M67 fitted with a 
Ukrainian KMZ MT11 engine. Was for 
sale, sold? 
 
This motorcycle is already registered 
but DVLA could class this now as a 
“substantial  alteration”; if they did so it 
would loose Historic allowances such 
as no requirement for MoT. It could still 
claim zero VED if over 40 years old, 
BUT DfT are proposing that to get the 
40 year zero VED allowance it must be 
a Vehicle of Historic Interest ‘VHI’ so 
substantially original. 
 
If it was not yet registered then DVLA 
could not class it as a Vehicle of 
Historic Interest ‘VHI’ as it never left 
the factory like that, ie with a late 
2000’s Ukrainian engine in a 1980’s 
Russian motorcycle. 

https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/consultations
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/consultations
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/join-and-renew
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/join-and-renew
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M66 ~ Charlie Kingham 

COC Club & FB members & their bikes 

Riga moped ~ John Winder 

K750 ~ Rob Bassett 

CJ750 ~ John Graham 

750cc Ural ~ Chris Coventry 

Jupiter ~ Septimus Codpiece 



17 

 

What else can you do with a 750cc flat twin? 

M72 railcar ~ Simon McArthy 

In Toyota 700 BJ that had a 697cc OHV flat twin  

DIY project 

Left, three wheeler built by Dick 
Mather with support from me.  
CJ750 M1M engine mated to a 
Ural 4 speed and rev gearbox.  
Long propshaft to a Dnepr sidecar 
ratio final drive. Dnepr 19” wheels 
all round. Morris Minor front 
brakes. 
 
Below, me driving! 

Estonia-3—IMZ Ural 500cc M52C 

M72 railcar ~ Tanzania railcar 
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I have access to years of manufacture ref’ make 
and model for many Soviet motorcycles as I collate 
them from COC members’ requests for DateCerts.  

These records are mainly for the 750cc sidevalve 
flat twins as made by IMZ Ural and KMZ. 
 
I started to notice that I could date a M72 by its 
frame number but that it was impossible  to ‘date’ a 
K750 from its frame number as there seemed to be 
no direct relationship. 
 
So I plotted out in Excel the frame number and 
years to see the relationship. 

Soviet 750cc M72/K750 
How many, numbers and 

years. 

IMZ M72 
Below is a plot of the IMZ M72 motorcycles from 1951 to 1959 when production transferred to Kyiv KMZ. 
You will see a gradual increase in the frame number from one year to the next. The slope is pretty 
consistent with only one or two oddities probably due to misreading the frame plate or frame stamp. 
In Excel one can derive the relationship between the frame number and the year, thus with a frame 
number one can find the year, this is acceptable to DVLA to give an age related registration as it is based 
on research. We do that! 
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Our Friends in Australia have also gathered such data and produce the following shown on  
M-72 - B-Cozz  The numbers v years tie in pretty well. 

I then plotted the frame numbers and years for the KMZ K750 to MB750, as shown below. There is no 
relationship between the frame number and year so can not date a KMZ K750 from the frame number. 
Conclusion is that KMZ must start each year with a base number, maybe even zero! 

https://b-cozz.com/m-72/
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This is a 750cc vertical twin, (in the true 
spirit of the revolution) abased on a Triumph 
650cc but not as neat, built by the Shanghai 
Motorcycle Factory and called “Donghai”.  
After the 1966 Cultural Revolution the 
Shanghai Motorcycle Factory design team 
were asked to design and manufacture a new 
high powered motorcycle. By up to 7000 
were built most of which were sent to China's 
allies Albania and Vietnam but very few 

were delivered in China itself. By the end of 
1984 some 20,000 had been completed, all in 
military spec, none were available to the 
Chinese public. 
 
By this time the ohv engined CJ`s were 
available and the military must have decide 
they wanted a change, (probably because 
they were fed up with changing the chain 
drives).  Production of complete units 
finished in 1985, parts finished in 1986. All 
moulds and tooling was scrapped in 1992. 

Dong Hai 750A 
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Back in 2020 two DongHai 750cc motorcycles 
came up for sale in USA that had been shipped 
from China (Peoples Republic of China) in 1988 
but nothing had been done with them. Tony 
acquired these. I did a bit of research with him 

and found the USA import documents. These 
suggested years of 1954 and 1957. 
These were in a pretty bad way, but enough to 
make one good one I guess. 
 
Tony had them for a few years then sold them on 
and eventually found their way to Percy in 2014 
who set about a comprehensive rebuild. Percy 
was already well versed in Soviet vintage 
motorcycles and is an excellent restorer with all 
the skills and machinery to take on this task. 
 

Dong Hai 
Import, restoration and 

UK registration 
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There is an active FB Group for the Dong Hai with members in 
USA and NL, so there was a community to share knowledge, 
documents and parts. 
 
I kept in touch with Percy as early on in the restoration he 
wanted some level of assurance that he would be able to get a 
GB age related Historic registration. Well I assured him that 
with an original frame plate we should be able to translate that 
and derive the year made. We could prove make and model 
from various public documents on the internet. Noting that the 
DVLA now again accept research carried out on the internet. 
So we were committed! 
 
So we have the frame plate in good condition and still 
attached. That defines the make as Dong Hai, model of ‘750A’, 
capacity of 746cc, frame number of 13972 then numbers of ‘68’ 
and ‘9’. 
 
Obviously the ‘68’ referred to 1968 as the year of manufacture 
but what was the ‘9’. I created a COC DateCert and iscussed 
this with ‘our man at DVLA’. He was happy with the ‘68’ 
referring to 1968, but needed proof of the meaning of the ‘9’.  
 
Now Google translate is good, so I translated ‘year’ into 

Traditional Chinese and got 年 so pondering I tried translating 

month and got 月  meaning moon or month! So 1968 and the 

9th month! DVLA accepted that and issued an Historic age 
related registration! 
 
Percy completed the restoration to a very high standard and 
now also has an accurate GB registration with the help of ‘our 
man at DVLA’. 

 
 
We are unable to show photos of Percy’s restored Dong Hai, but here is a taster of other restorations from Australia. 
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Meril has a lovely very original KMZ Dnepr K650 and her father has 
a IMZ Ural M62 also in very original condition. Her father is restoring 
a Ural M66 he imported from Sweden that was first registered in UK! 
They are trying to get a set of black on silver plates and a 1970’s 
replica tax disc to finish the restoration, now that is attention to detail! Meril also sent me a link to a photo 
gallery of vintage bikes in Estonia. 130 bikes and a ride of 160km . 

Galerii | Eesti Vanamootorrattaklubi UNIC-MOTO  

Meril Närep ~ Estonia 

https://unic-moto.ee/galerii/nggallery/unic-moto-suvi/valgeranna-moto-2024?fbclid=IwY2xjawEi7S5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHZZbXUKNVyv_MOSFSuh6wh6Eim5p0pJ9y_EDaqei5X9sPFrtK52BY9S8bw_aem_5BbVUx_Rg-D99_CWB16PHA
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march 2023 
Dear Editor & HV Readers.  
  
I was very interested to read in a previous HV 
about the conversion to all hand controls by 
Noel Davis.  I have also been working on a 
similar project.  I find changing gear with me 
left leg and foot difficult.  In the 1960’s when 
I was a young man, I was knocked off my 
Velocette solo by an impatient car driver.  
Since then, my left leg has become steadily 
worse and I am suffering restricted movement 
and pain. 
  
Noel has done a really professional 
conversion and I hope to call on him soon to 
look at his work and confer on our projects.  
Noel has been able to take his connection 
from the righthand side of his gearbox up to 
the right side of his tank.  I have a later model 
Ural 750cc so this is not possible in my case.  
I have had to extend from the left foot 
position to a cross over tube under the seat 
then extend up to the right-hand side of the 
tank.  Unlike Noel I only have a left leg 
disability so all other controls can stay as 
standard.  Looking at his photos Noel has 
done a really professional job of converting 
all the other controls to hand operation. 
  
You can see from my photos how I have done 
my conversion.   

The cross over tube contains two 16mm 
bearings running on a stainless-steel solid rod 
threaded at both ends It's packed with grease 
and has rubber seals at each end.  I made a 
mounting plate that bolted to the original seat 
plate with space between.  The crossover tube 
sits on this plate and is held in place by small 
BA brass long threaded screws with lock 
nuts.  This allows tension to be adjusted so 
that the bearings do not run tight.  From this 
tube on the right-hand side and connected to 
the 16mm bar runs a piece of 1/4" bore steel 
gas pipe.  I bent this pipe by heating and 
pulling into shape the threading both ends.  I 
used a pipe end cap as the gear knob.  I 
welded a small flange to the end of the pipe 

Hand Controls 
David Greenwood 
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and bolted this to the cross over bar. 
On my first trial the nuts came loose on the 
threaded bar so I used thread lock and it's 
been okay since.  There are couple of 
downsides, the hand change works opposite 
to the foot change so pulling back on the 
hand lever changes down whereas down & 
back on the foot changes up.  It's difficult to 

alter this arrangement as I welded a small 
plate onto the rear part of the foot pedal.  I 
used 2 small rose joints one connected to the 
rear part of foot pedal and the other at high 
level just under the tank and connected to the 
left side of the cross over tube.   
 
If there had been more room to do so, I could 
have welded to the front part of the foot pedal 
then the hand change would follow the same 
pattern as the foot change.  However, I have 
now got used to it so I will stick with it.  The 
other problem is that there is a lot of 

movement at the hand change lever but again 
I have got used to that.  Noel’s arrangement 
at the tank appears to be better with much 
less movement when changing gear.  One 
good point is that changing gear by hand is 
much smoother I can feel into gear nicely.  I 
could never achieve this with the foot change.  
This is probably because I have a build-up 
under my left boot to compensate for a 3/4" 
shorter leg and I cannot feel any sensation.   
 
Previously before this conversion I had 
modified the left-hand footrest and enlarged 
the gear change pedals to help with my 
disability.  I have left these in place for now.  
Like Noel I also made a footboard which 
helps with dismounting, it also covers my 2 
pipe exhaust fitted to the offside. 
  
I have a few ideas to improve things later on.  
I have purchased some stainless studding to 
replace the rod between the rose joints.   I 
also plan to make some outer tubing to go 
over the exposed ends of the crossover bar 
this will better hold the seals in place.  
However, it's okay for now and I am happy 
with the outcome.   
  
Before starting this project, I looked at 
purchasing a whole hand change 
conversation that is available in the USA.  It 
is expensive to purchase and delivery and 
importing is also an added cost.  However, 
the main reason is that it is not suitable for us 
in the UK unless its modified.   
 
As you know they have the sidecar on the 
'wrong side' their crossover tube is in front of 
the alternator and the front lower connecting 
rods with a swivel bearing is bolted to where 
our lower front sidecar fitting is connected to 
the frame.  I looked at it but could not see an 
easy way around this problem. 
  
I hope this is helpful and interesting reading. 
  
David Greenwood. 
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Planeta Sport  Mk1 
& Squire. 

Planeta Sport  Mk1 & lowered Sputnik 


