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AvtoExport – Vehicle Export from USSR
Between the time when the USSR started to seriously export its automotive output to the sympathetic parts of
the world and the end of the Soviet Union, there was a centralised Soviet vehicle export agency called
Avtoexport. Their offices in Moscow are shown below. All spares were distributed by the sister company
Zapchastexport. This made business relatively easy for companies outside the USSR to set up importation of
motorcycles and spares into their countries.

With the gradual and eventual collapse of the USSR in 1991 these vehicle and parts exporting agencies too
collapsed. Then the factories had to set up their own sales and marketing teams. Parts were also a problem,
many of the assemblies were not made in the main factory and so the purchase and resale of these parts as
spares had to be organised, it caused great problems for the motorcycle and parts factories in countries that
were no longer joined together in the USSR. This splitting up of the USSR also meant that some parts for
instance for a Ukrainian Dnieper that had been made in Russia, now were made in a foreign country where the
parts may well also be needed by the Russian Ural factory.
The following pages show many of the motorcycles and factories that were running in the 1970s and 1980s.
The pages are reproductions of the articles from the regular ‘Avtoexport Roundup’ magazines that were sent
around the world.
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