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Six pages of this issue have .
been necessarily consumed Radlcal
by the 2022 AGM and a

further nine by the blisteringly

Posture
successful East Eurpoean

Rally that weekend. I've had a lovely time drifting
off at tangents while writing that up. | think doing
that is a lot more fun than the "We did this, we did
that." style of other, ordinary club magazines. As |
approach the end of my responsibilities as HV
editor, | feel less inclined to treat convention with
respect. Expect more of the same next issue when
you'll wish you hadn't missed The Norfolk 'n' Good.

After experimenting with it last issue, I'm not even
slightly relucant to spend 8 pages on A Scientific
Train of Thought, resumed on page 23, because
David Senior made it a fascinating read and we
touched on lots of fun techincal facts and
techniques you never see on Facebook. We need
to bring the tale to its current conclusion this issue.
How different do | want HV to be? Very!

Consequently, you'll have to wait to be enthralled
by Voskod Piece, featuring Tom O'Brien charmed
by his pretty little Voskhod, several pages of
Andrew Mutter, another diagnostic email epic, and
a mighty wedge of internet extrapolated adventures
from Michael Wadsworth's summer travels.

| put the picture opposite top, on the rear cover of
the January February 2016 HV. It's often almost
impossible to find out who created art on the
internet because images are posted and reposted
on so many sites the credit for them gets lost. Six
years later | stumbled across Banepun bapbikuH
on illustrators.ru and there it was. How about is
that? He's also responsible for the beer advert on
the front cover and the painting of the girl and her
Ural on page 27. The digitally rendered Dnepr

Wanted, Horizontal View editor.
Time is running out, think about
volunteering now. I'm hoping
someone will step up soon so that
we can work together to make HV
continue seamlessly. We have only
four more issues after this one
before my other life deadline. I'll
help you any way | can. Within
reason of course, you can do
whatever you like with it, but know
that for most of the membership, HV
is the club. See page 11

scattered
throughout David
Senior's agony is
from
artstation.com,
posted by Viadimir,
whose user name
there is VL-13. All
| can tell you about
him is he's a freelance artist based in Togliatti, in
Russia.
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Our rear cover queen, pictured in Rutland for The
East European, and on page14, was featured in
this edition of Back Street Heroes, below.

On the front cover, Philip Whitney, Alan Davies and
Nigel Stennett Cox, a wealth of worthy experience.
Anyone remember Waldorf and Statler?

I'm thinking of a special 50th aniversary edition of
HV, part of which will be a re-publishing of the very
first HV from 1974. Yes, | know that's 49 years ago
but the club was founded in 1973. Can anyone
remember that far back? If you can and you
remember being in the COC, not necessarily in
1974 but at any time during it's formative years or
when Soviets were still sold new here, get in touch.
Contact details on page four. | know we have quite
a few long serving members. What did the COC
used to be like? | joined in 1998, | think.




Forthcoming events

11-13 November: NEC
Classic Car Show
Birmingham. The IFA club
has a stand here on which
there might be space to
squeeze a thin motorcycle or
two. As ever, see Richard
Hemmington on 07736 962572 or at
Events@ifaclub.co.uk to find out the details.

2/3/4th December, 2nd
Krampus Treffen winter Rally.
The much anticipated winter
rally run by the Yorkshire
section MZ riders club will be all
systems go on 2/3/4th of
December. Based in rural
Lincolnshire on a small privately run campsite.
There is no pub in the village so an honesty bar will
be in operation. It being winter there will be
adequate shelter available and a wood stove to
thaw out frozen digits/dry out damp nether
garments.

The cost of the rally is £30. This includes camping,
1 litre of beer, 2x evening meals, 2x breakfasts, 24
hour tea/coffee and bisquits, nibbles and bracer on
arrival. Food is courtesy of the Roadkill Cafe. Due
to limited space prebooking is necessary.

Please contact bynnsi@gmail.com

IZH Planeta Sport. Rebuilt engine
with new crank, piston, rings,
bearings, seals and clutch. Clean,
shiny, restored condition, in Apricot
Orange but not run since the rebuild. It's 1975, it's
in Derbyshire and it's yours for £600.

For
Sale

email paulcodling@mail.com and I'll put you in
touch with Quintin Cunningham who'll tell you all
you need to know.

Above, Tarka's Ural Voyage is for sale. It's in The
Wirral | think. As far as we know there are only
three Voyages in the UK and only two we've ever
seen, this one and Bill Green's. Like Bill's this one
is a full 750cc, 78 x 78mm bore and stroke as
opposed to the earlier, experimental 720cc

82 x 68mm version. Apparently you can tell by
counting the barrel fins. It has a current MOT and
was registered in 2001. Voyages are fascinating
because apart from the engine and gearbox, very
little of them is simillar to other Ural models. They
look like plush, comfortable cruisers.

This is a rare chance to own one, for £3,500.
Close offers are invited. Here's Tarka on the tiny
petrol leak..........

"The slight fuel weep needs mentioning as it does
need addressing. Some paint has peeled out of
sight near the fuel tap spigot on the inner face.

I've removed the tap and cleaned it out, and
currently the tank is dry, pending repair. Apart from
that the bike's condition is as per the pics. It is quite
stunning in real life."

If you're interested contact the HV office, details on
page 4 and I'll put you in touch with Tarka.




How about this

then? Yes

£0.00. Here's

Ross Adamson..........

| was hoping you could help
me. | have an old IZH Jupiter
that | bought many years ago.
| now need to get rid of it as |
am moving to a new home.
It's a Jupiter 1 from circa 1963
| believe.

| am looking to give it away.

All that | ask is it just goes to
a new good home and that they can get the work
done on it | never did. Do you know anyone | could
get in contact with who would be interested in a
project bike? The reason | ask is it seems you
have a lot of members and these types of persons
are who I'd like to give the bike to. I'd not want to
sell it to a scrapper.

With regards paperwork etc, it was a barn find and
| have none of that information. | have not tried to
register it yet as it is not ready. | live in Bonnyrigg,
Midlothian, Scotland.

Ross is intending to send a couple of pictures but
at the time of writing he hasn't yet. Hopefully by the
time you read this he will have. As ever, contact the
HV office, details opposite.

Here's PJB's mate Richard Mather........

"l have now completed the trike, passed MSVA in
March, got on the road in May and sorted a few
issues and have now put several hundred miles on
the clock."

Our interest in this is in the Chang Jiang engine,
Dnepr wheels and rear suspension and the
impressive determination to deal with DVLA and
the paperwork. Good job Richard knows PJB!

Contact Details

President & Identification and Registration:
Peter Ballard: 01225 891634
idandreg.cossackownersclub@gmail.com
General Secretary: Tony Jones: 01942
605949/07504 700522
cossack@blueyonder.co.uk

Treasurer: Phil Inman: 01780 720420
coc.inman@mail.com

Membership Secretary: Gina Inman: 01780
720420 membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk
Regalia sales: Gina Inman: 01780 72042
regalia@cossackownersclub.co.uk

Show Organiser: Carl Booth: 01253 720327
comradecarl01@mail.com

Magazine Editor: Paul Codling: 01508 520890
paulcodling@mail.com

Webmaster: Dave Cox: 01794 884492
dave@russianmotorcycles.co.uk

Facebook: Because almost everyone does it.
www.facebook.com/cossackownersclub
Interesting motorcycle stuff on Facebook only
please. We find it necessary to filter out all sorts
of the internet's alternative content!

This magazine was beautifully printed in Leeds by
Thistle Print Ltd, Unit 6, Aston Court, Bramley,
Leeds, LS13 2AF 01132040600
www.thistleprint.co.uk




Occasionally | am asked
to recommend insurance

Tony

for our type of bikes. |
always recommend RH Jones
Motor Insurers. When Insurance

taking out insurance it is

always advisable to look further than the headline
premium. Ad-ons, policy excesses and extensions
can make a big difference over the term of the
insurance. RH Insurance is a division of Hiscox
Insurance and they issue policies underwritten by
Equity Red Star. Their policies are classed as
specialist policies rather than classic or modern
bike policies. They are primarily aimed at classic
machines, over 20 years old. Multiple bikes can be
added to the policy.

Contact RH insurers on 0333 043 3911 or
rhspecialistinsurance.co.uk and be sure to mention
the Cossack Owners Club. Check out the
November/December 2019 edition of HV, page 29,
for a more in depth introduction to RH motor
insurers.

The 2022 AGM Wanna be
established that the a rally
position of Rally =
Organiser was still organlser?

open having been

vacated with all the drama the summer's debacle
provoked. More on that in the full AGM report in
this issue. I'm mentioning it here so as not to miss
an opportunity to encourage someone to step
forward into the breech.

How you organise rallies is pretty much up to you.
Either you can impose centralised control and plan
a coherent, comprehensive programme of events
throughout the year without interference from
anyone, or you can enlist the support of members
with local knowledge, accept their seperately
organised events and act in the role of coordinator.

The successful applicant will liase with campsite
owners and pub landlords, research the availability
of B&B, check out ride out routes, find ride out
destinations, try not to clash with other similar
events, answer questions asked by the confused
and bewildered and most importantly, work
seamlessly with the rest of the committee as a
team player.

| think we need someone to do this because it
would be lovely to have someone to take
ownership of the job of rally organising to enable
the rest of the committee to concentrate on their
own particular jobs, which consume enough of their
precious time already. Rallies are important.

A warm welcome to.....

Ady Strowger, Peterborough.
Kyle Watson, Glasgow.

Simon Coe, Tittleshall Norfolk.
Andy Bury, Blackburn, Lancs.
George Clayton, Liskeard,
Cornwall.

John Howard, Balckpool Lancs.
Andrew Smith, Cardigan,
Ceredigion.

Alex Walker, Dundee.

Anthony Doubtfire, Basingstoke Hants.
Malcolm Soanes, Tipton St. John, Exeter.
Graham Hill, Hunstanton.

Steve Bowron, Coalville, Leics.

I'm still angling for a sort of Norfolk meet up, at a
cafe on the coast, at one of Norfolk's established
bike nights or perhaps in a pub somewhere. It's a
bit like herding cats of course, we all have so many
distractions, but how about it Simon Coe from

Tittleshall?

. For
Pictured below are NOS Voskhod 2
parts available from the editorial shed. Sale
NOS means they're nearly 50 years
old but still virgins, smothered in authentic Soviet
lanolin. There are barrels, cranks, speedos, ignition
switches head lamp rims, chain adjusters, gear box
sprockets, ignition coils, front wheel spindles, brake
operating arms, kiskstart levers, kickstart shafts
silencer to front pipe nuts and those little chrome
caps over the clutch adjuster.

How many? Hundreds! I'm not kidding. | know
there are only four barrels because they're big and
| can count them but some of these parts are in
sticky lanolin greased bags I've not yet disturbed.
There are both the early round shaped barrels and
the later square ones.

Sadly, | have a vast number of only a few parts but
there is other Voskhod 2 stuff. It's worth contacting
me, details on page 4, if there's anything you need.
The headlamp rims and speedos also fit Jupiters
and Minsks, which use the same ignition parts.
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One of the first items on the agenda

of the 2023 AGM will be a motion to

establish the minutes of this AGM as

printed here as true and accurate. 2022

Someone will need to put forward the AGM

motion and someone else will need to

second it, so read this please. Tony Jones, as club
secretary took the minutes.

The

Meeting opened at 3pm. Meeting opened by Peter
Ballard who introduce the committee members.
The meeting was chaired by Paul Codling.

Apologies for absence had been received from Carl
Booth and Phil Rushworth.

No physical AGM was held last year. Committee
reports were published in Horizontal News and no
comments had been received about those reports.
Approval of those reports proposed by Paul
Codling and seconded by David Cox. There were
no objections.

Committee reports. Copies separately attached.

Peter Ballard gave his report. David Angel asked
questions about the Facebook policy. David Cox
responded on Peter's behalf. David Cox maintains
a careful check on those applying to join the
Facebook page. Facebook has an open access
policy and anyone can join. David vets each new
application and he blocks those that he feels are
unsuitable. Steve Thomas doesn't use Facebook
and feels disadvantaged. There followed a general
discussion about Facebook pros and cons.

Tony Jones gave his report. There were no
comments.

Gina gave her report. Steve Thomas commented
on auto renewal. Gina said that it had been tried
and that it didn't work.

Phil gave his report. He recommended an increase
in membership fees of £2. Gina commented on
how rally badges cost £300 and that money was
not recoverable. There was a general
discussion on rally badges.

Paul gave his report. He stated that he
would like to retire by next years AGM
and that he was happy to continue for
the next twelve months but only if he
had to.

Carl Booths' report was read out.
There were no comments.

Proposals. There were no advance
proposals from members and Tony
invited the floor to make proposals.

Mike Rowe proposed abolishing rally badges. Tony
Jones seconded. The vote was 13 for and 5
against and the proposal was carried. David Angel
proposed an increase of £2 to membership fees.
Seconded by Paul Codling. Unanimously approved.
Phil Inman suggested increases should start on 1st
January 2023. This was agreed.

Steve Thomas proposed that Facebook be
restricted to members only. Seconded by David
Angel. The vote was for 3 against 14 with 3
abstentions. The proposal was rejected.

Tony Jones proposed that the Red Star Rally be
held every two years. Seconded by Mike Rowe.
This was unanimously agreed. Tony stated that he
would liaise with the other Clubs.

Election of committee. All the committee members
volunteered to stand for another 12 months. There
were no objections and the committee was
re-elected en bloc.

2023 AGM venue and date discussion. It was
suggested by Gina that the AGM be held at the
Greetham camp site, next door to the Community
Centre, as it was central and had all the necessary
facilities. Gina also suggested a discount on
camping fees for members. No vote was taken but
this was generally agreed.

Any other business. Paul Codling repeated that he
would like to retire in twelve months, or earlier and
asked the floor for suggestions for a new editor for
Horizontal News. Paul also commented on the
vacant committee post of rally organiser or
coordinator. Recent events have shown that it
needs someone to coordinate and to pull together
all the information about rallies. They wouldn't need
to attend each rally.

Paul commented on magazine content going
directly onto Facebook instead of to him for the
magazine. There followed a discussion on
Facebook versus magazine content.
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There was a discussion about online privacy. Tony
Jones would like to assure all members that their
online privacy was taken seriously. There followed
a discussion on online privacy.

A former member had asked Tony Jones if it was a
good idea that events are published online rather
than only to members. He thought that this would
result in fewer members joining the club because
they could get all the information they wanted
online for free. It was generally agreed that
publishing events online brought the Club to a
wider audience and therefor would attract new
members.

The meeting closed at 5pm and Peter Ballard
thanked all present for attending.

Peter J. Ballard. President of the Cossack
Owners Club.

This is an honorary position, a position that | take
seriously. It is not a committee position. | feel that
my main role is to oversee the workings of this club
and offer advice on its direction without actually
managing or directing anything. Maintaining its long
standing reputation as a professional organisation
is important, both for members and external bodies
such as DVLA, FBHVC and other clubs that we are
involved with. Within the last few months there
have indeed been some difficulties related to
committee roles and responsibilities. Pleased to
say that this is now settled.

| note that there has been some occasional
confusion between membership of the Cossack
Owners Club and being a member of the club
Facebook page for which membership of the club is
not required. For example a member of the FB
page resigned in quite dramatic style as if resigning
from the club but he was not a club member and
hadn’t been for years. That inevitably gave the
impression to some others that his upset was
enough for him to resign from the club, rather than
deciding not to post anything on the FB page again.
This maybe needs clarifying.

Peter J. Ballard. Identification and Dating.

During the last year | have changed my committee
responsibility from Technical Adviser to adviser on
motorcycle Identification and Registration. There
are committee members, nonmembers and a
service agent that have far wider and deeper
technical experience than me; also much of my
committee work was identifying motorcycles and
helping owners get a GB age related Historic
registration. Typically | have twelve Date
Certificates in progress during a year.

| work closely
with the
VMCC
(Vintage
Motor Cycle
Club) with
respect to
Historic
registrations
and also with
FBHVC
(Federation of
British Historic Vehicle Clubs). | have been
accepted by DVLA to work with the FBHVC to help
establish an agreed process of registering an
imported Soviet motorcycle with or without original
historic documentation and the use of factory frame
plates that the DVLA do not consider as evidence.
DVLA clerks are currently very inconsistent in how
they process or reject ‘our’ V55/5 applications and
often do not follow their own procedures or
documented agreements between DVLA and
FBHVC. | look forward to those meetings and
continuing in my role on the committee.

Tony Jones. Club Secretary.

Whilst the Covid outbreak has been going on we
have not been able to have an AGM. The
Committee members have made their reports and
they have been published in Horizontal News. Its a
pleasure to actually have a proper AGM again.

Things have been ticking over during the crisis and
we have continued to run the club online. | have
been the main contact point for the Club, answering
emails, helping members with advice and
forwarding enquiries to the other committee
members. The amount of Dating request have
slowed down probably because of Brexit making it
harder to import motorcycles. Along with the other
Committee members we have organised this event
and AGM.

You will probbably have heard of the resignation of
a member from the Club. The member had been
invited onto the Committee to organise camping
events throughout the country. He was also asked
to run 'regalia’ as this would have been a good fit in
with attending rallies. A situation had arisen where
there was a disagreement over the extent of that
members handling of regalia. He wanted to rename
it '"Merchandising' and he had plans to extend the
range of products for sale. Other Committee
members saw 'regalia’ as a service to members
and not as a money making exercise. Also there
was a disagreement over the point at which
merchandising and finance overlapped.




As most of the Committee where in attendance at
The Three Magpies rally we held a Committee
meeting. The disagreements were thrashed out
and it was agreed that the member be given his
own budget to spend as he saw fit. This was
agreed by all including the member and the
meeting ended quite amicably. However shortly
after that a comment was made about that
members methods between two other Committee
members in an email. The email discussed several
subjects and was circulated between Committee
members and was therefore seen by the member.
He took exception to this comment and resigned
immediately. The member also banned any future
mention of his name on threat of legal action. We
will respect his request.

During the last year | have been able to attend The
Classic motorcycle show and a few camping
weekends.

| am prepared to continue as Club Secretary.
Gina Inman. Membership Secretary.

Membership Numbers: Year ending 2021/22,
300 paid up members, 20 honorary members, 320
members in total.

Year ending 2020/21, 320 paid up members, 20
honorary members, 345 members in total.

The table opposite top shows the monthly
breakdown of new and renewed membership.

In 2020/1 we had an unprecedented increase in
membership, probably due to the second year of
Covid and associated lockdowns. Lots of people
buying and starting a project bike? Now as life
returns to some semblance of normality (and some
of these projects
return to the back
burner) numbers
have gone down to
approximately the
same level as pre-
Covid. It must be
said though with
102 members
failing to renew
their membership
this is the biggest
number in a single
year that | can B
recall. Also only 70
new members
joined the club
which is the third
lowest since 2014.

NEW

MONTH MEMBERS RENEWALS TOTAL
Aug-21 5 9 14
Sep-21 3 13 16
Oct-21 6 26 32
Nov-21 9 15 24
Dec-21 9 15 24
Jan-22 3 14 17
Feb-22 2 20 22
Mar-22 7 21 28
Apr-22 6 19 25
May-22 8 31 39
Jun-22 4 27 31
Jul-22 8 20 28
Totals 70 230 300

Horizontal View distribution. In my role as
Membership Secretary | am also responsible for
the distribution of Horizontal View. Some years ago
we contracted the Printer to distribute the posted
magazines while | continue to send out the email
copies. Although using Thistleprint to post copies
does cost a little more per magazine per person
against doing it ourselves, it is definitely a benefit to
the club as it cuts the time between printing and
posting. Emailed copies have dropped from just
over 100 to 88.

GDPR General Data Protection Regulations. For
the benefit of new members, | want to reiterate the
way the Club holds personal data. GDPR primarily
affects clubs in the area of security of data and how
long data is kept after resignation. The membership
Database is backed up to the Cloud and password
protected. As most people don’t formally resign but
simply fail to renew their membership this has
proven to be a bit of an issue when someone
forgets to renew until they realise they haven’t had
a magazine recently. We aren’t permitted to keep
data post resignation so if someone renews after
simply forgetting for a couple of months we need to
issue a new membership number and treat them as
new members! Sometimes the original membership
number is still available and can be reissued.

In accordance with the law the committee put
together a GDPR Statement that is on every
membership welcome letter.

It has been a difficult year for me personally this
year and although there were times when | felt it




was time to step down | realised
how much | enjoy serving the club
in this way and therefore decided
that, should it be the will of the
membership, | am happy to
continue in the role of Membership
Secretary.

Expenditure

Phil Inman. Treasurer and
Regalia secretary.

Please see the Year-End Financial
Report opposite, which gives a
detailed breakdown of Income and
Expenditure, by category.

Our bank balance at Year End was
£7,855.09, compared with
£9,087.09 for Year End 2021, a

reduction of £1,499.00. Ledger

Income amounted to £6,116.84, s

the bulk of which came, as usual,
from membership subscriptions.
Regalia sales amounted to
£1,146.62, a good result. Income
from member subscriptions
showed a reduction of £678.03
compared with last year.

Total excess of expenditure

Expenditure amounted to
£7,348.84, compared with
£4,552.55 for last year. Postage
costs were £124.82 higher than last year, due
partly to increased postage charges and partly to a
greater number of Regalia purchases requiring
postal despatch. Cost of rallies, including the East
European Rally, was £880.08, the bulk of which
was the purchase of rally badges. The largest item
of expenditure was, as usual, the printing and
postage of the Club magazine, at £3,369.95, which
was £303.97 higher than last year.

(Net Loss)

This year, the Club's expenditure has exceeded
income by £1,232.00. Taking into account this
increased expenditure, together with the reduction
in membership numbers, | feel justified in
recommending an increase in membership fees of
£2 across the
board. This
would be the
first increase
for perhaps 10
years or more.
Certainly,
there has been
no increase
during my time
as Treasurer.

over income for the year

| Cash Float 50.00
[ East European Rally 2022 384.40
: Equipment 110.96
‘ Insurance 100.80
V g:é?;::hlp - Clubsr &7 V 143.35
‘ ?rneef:jn::;shlp Subscriptions 18.00
Postage 306.36

‘ Printing 3,369.95
Rallies 495.68
Regalia 1,435.85

| Shows 520.00
| Stationery 86.68
Travel 90.87

| Website 235,94
Total Expenses » 7,348.84

Account Amount £
Donations to COC | 3.00
Membership Subscriptions 4,924.22
Postage 5.00

| Raffle Ticket Sales 38.00
Regalia Sales 1,146.62
Total Income | 6,116.84

1,232.84

Regalia sales are significantly higher than last year,
although sales for the year amounting to £1,146.62
were exceeded by the cost of stock purchases at
£1,435.85. Stock levels are slightly high in some
areas.

| am happy to continue as COC Treasurer for our
next Financial Year, should that be the
membership's wish.
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Paul Codling. Horizontal View Editor.

First, thank you very much to those who send stuff
in. In the past I'd have said | couldn’t have built a
magazine every two months without you but these
days | do. These days Facebook takes most of the
content | would have been sent, where it's buried
within a few weeks by more content piling in on top
of it and therefore lost as a reference source for the
future. Oh well. Facebook is a new thing, it's the
future and it's different.

I’'m taking the view that many people post things on
Facebook because it's quick, easy gratification,
they don’t need to write much and they’re not the
sort of people who'd want to anyway. In that way
it's added to the COC experience and of course
that’s a good thing.

What are we going to do with Horizontal View? I've
thought for a few years that Facebook might render
HV obsolete, but there are some things which the
magazine can do which Facebook can’t. One of
those is to provide a reference source. Does
anyone ever remember an article about their
particular problem and rummage through their back
issues to find it? Sometimes | do it for them and
answer email enquiries by pointing him who wants
to know at the club website and issue number
whatever.

A lot of the magazine content these days is me
making articles out of email streams between the
HV office and some exasperated soul with a
recalcitrant K750, usually, in his shed. This takes
lots of time, carefully knitting confused and
desperate messages into a fun and seamless read.

Our rallies are a big thing too. | love it when Dave
Cox goes. The COC through his camera lens looks
gorgeous. I'm a keen supporter of making the most
of rally opportunities while we can still buy petrol,
not just because | love the social aspect of it, but
because it fills HV with content too. I'll point out
that if Dave doesn'’t go, | take the pictures, | write
the rally report and | edit it all into the magazine.

| also spend many hours on line, trawling the
internet for artistic or interesting pictures and
researching subjects to expand the content | have
been sent peripherally. I've been worried for years
about making HV too personal and no one has
objected so far but as I'm losing out to Facebook
for content, making HV personal has become more
and more necessary. I've almost written entire
issues myself lately. Peter Barker told me when |
started “You’re the editor, not the author.”
encouraging me not to worry about apathy. | don’t
agree with that. | do this because for me,

Horizontal View is what most of the club gets for its
subscription fee. One punter recently asked me to
send him a copy before he joined, to see if doing so
would be worth it. I'm pleased to say he thought it
was.

Most of the club is completely passive. They pay
the subscription each year and look forward to
being entertained by us and Horizontal View is how
we achieve it. | think of it as the instrument through
which we can at least try to encourage them to take
part.

| love the art in writing. | find it profoundly satisfying
to have written a magazine which reads like fun. |
speak to other editors of other owner’s club
magazines and they all struggle to fill them. | smile
when they have to resort to full page reproductions
of often boring old adverts or posters, just to use up
the space with something, anything at all. | pack
HV too full for that.

I’'m sure most of the club doesn’t love the art in
writing, that's why Facebook works so well. I'm
sure they spill coffee over HV, leave it to curl and
go mouldy in their damp sheds or let the missus
chuck it out when she’s tidying the sitting room. |
value mine. | value yours as well.

Would you like to be the next HV editor? The
trouble is | can only stay at my post, here at the
computer, for the morning before it sucks out my
intelligence by lunch time. My digital days are only
six hours long and I'm going to need every minute
of that to concentrate on other things | want to do
with my life.

Below, Dave Cox tries to get in PJB's small, sporty
sidecar as ride out ballast, but didn't.
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In case you're interested,

| have four novels in
progress as well as a
hundred short stories, well
over a million words of text
so far. It takes days to get
into it. | need a run at it to
begin to flow artistically and
our beautiful magazine is a
distraction | can no longer
afford.

You don’t have to do it like
| do. You can make HV
anything you want. You can | =
make it your own personal '
idea of fun. But, you'll have
to keep in mind that it gives value to the club and
for some, that'’s all the value the club has, it's very
important. You will need to be creative and accept
that most of the time, you'll need to make it all up
yourself. OK, that's a responsibility but it's shed
loads of fun too.

Carl Booth. Show organiser.

Ready? OK, deep breath, go......... As with the
stand scene we seem to be back to normal with the
shows of July, October and April. | have managed
to put together the stands that | hope the
committee and club members are proud of and
think that this is a good representation of our club
goals to promote the ownership and preservation of
USSR bikes for the future, the internet is a good
place to look at nice pictures of our bikes or talk,
but to see them in the metal (as to say) at a show
with other classics | think this promotes what we
are about in our dedication of these up coming
marques, | know this might sound funny, but just
look at the japanese classic market and think how
we laughted back then, also as we become old and
knackered (not like our bikes) we need to get a
younger generation involved to take our places and
| think showing is a good way to interact with
potential members. As to the future the shows are
still lucretive for the selling of regalia which puts
money in the purse and a free meeting place for a
sort of social rally with no camping fees and good
ablutions (not mixed) if you display a bike. | think
this is a good way forward for the club as we can all
benefit from this arrangement. Also I'm thinking
about doing something in the off road/trails scene
as this is on the up and some of our bikes can
really be classed as off road and there should be at
least a few machines we could cobble together for
a stand. As | always mention | need you the
members to supply bikes for the stand as it's really
your stand and | only put it together and hope for

the best. If this has not offended anyone | will be
glad to stand for re-election of this post for another
term.

David Cox. Webmaster and Facebook
moderator.

Website. As per normal the website is running very
well this year and again, | have made a few
smallish changes and updates to it.

The ‘Notifications’ page | have changed to ‘Rallies
and Events’, this enables anyone looking at it can
see at first glance all the meetings available for that
year, with the exception of any European meetings.

The actual dates of the rallies are still shown on the
‘Calendar’ page but I'm in two minds at the moment
whether to keep or discard it. | can place all dates
and information on each event page making the
Calendar obsolete. Perhaps the Committee and
members have a view on this? Deleting the
Calendar will also save the club a few pennies
each year.

In the ‘Library’ tab you may have noticed there is
once again links to both of our old Flickr accounts
which we lost when Flickr changed hands several
years ago. | decided to contact Flickr and asked
where they had gone, and to make a long story
very short and giving them just about everything
about me including height and weight, they let me
have access to them again. The ‘Makes and
Model’s hyperlink to one account is untouched and
is mostly up-to-date? The ‘Rallies and Events’
hyperlink below goes to the 2nd account and now
shows a few photos taken at each event we had
that year. I'm unable to place the full quantity of
photos taken as both accounts are free ones and
we are limited to 700 images. Hopefully one day we
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As you may have seen | have also placed
hyperlinks above each rally to the photos on the
‘Rallies and Events’ page, anything to make it
easier to use.

Site Visitors. | am please with how the club is
growing through the website, From | year ago 2nd
August 2021 to 2nd August 2022 the website
received 92.47% of New Visitors. So, we are being
looked at.

Facebook. Our Facebook page is running very well
with more people joining on a regular basis. To
date (2nd Aug) we have 685 members around the
world, and is the same as last year. | do still reject
about 6 out of 10 people wanting to join, most of
those as usual have nothing to do with bikes but
just want to join anyway and show us their babies/
cats/dogs and holiday snaps. | do send a message
to some that this is an ‘Owners’ club, as in the title
but it doesn’t seem to be taken any notice of.

I’'m getting more and more people requesting
access and say they are very interested in our
bikes and are looking for one. | usually allow these
to join.

Looking at the monthly information, from the 1st
July to 31st July 2022 there were 234 members
who posted and commented and 7,044 people
viewed our site. | am willing to continue looking
after the website and Facebook.

We camped around the
edge of the Greetham
Community Centre field,
where there was at least

European
some shade for an hour or Ral Iy
two each day. Within

minutes of sunrise, walking across the baked,
concrete hard ground, with grass scorched crispy
by the relentless sun became unbearable. How hot
was it? It felt like a rally in a microwave.

East

Below, one of our Dutch friends enjoying the early
morning relief. Note the greenless grass and long
shadows. The number of camper vans and
caravans was impressively few. That in the
background here was the temporary home of a
Balkan
moped.
I'd never
heard of
one until
the April
Stafford
show this
year, July &
August

2022 HV, page 6. Now I've met two. No one could
reasonably be expected to ride one of these,
below, to a rally, from goodness knows where, but |
would. It can't be much worse than 200 miles on a
Minsk to Stafford from Loddon, two up, with all the
camping kit, at 35mph. Lovely Hazel's still
complaining about that.

What a beautiful little jewel of a thing it is! The
frame plate says "Balkan Motor Carplant, Made in
Bulgaria and 1971" How cool is that? Apparently
it weighs only 60kg. | remember my FS1-E
weighed 70. Overleaf top, Hazel can't see the
headlight glowing through her shades while the
proud owner revs it up for her. It's only bright
enough to show up in the dark at 7,000rpm, when
you need
it most.
Having
talked to
the other
UK
Balkan
owner |
met at
Stafford,
Tony
Jones,

| was able to offer this one quite a few interesting
details he didn't know.
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R R R e s W,
Above, the Dutch, bald tyres and bits missing, but
they had satnav. They'd had a holiday in England
and were on their way home. Had the Ural come
all the way from Holland with its ignition cover off?
Below, not quite as charming as a Jupiter, but

close.

Opposite
top, this
Neval
Phoenix
turned up
as a day
visitor.

It was
offered
for sale in
various places at the time and it is in fact the actual
Neval Phoenix featured in Back Street Heroes
Magazine. The Phoenix was a sort of custom
Dnepr offered by Neval to bring in a few more
pennies, with a paint job, tulip silencers (remember
them?), a pillion pad, some sexy lights, a pair of
awkward handlebars and a tacho. In the picture
here, Russel and Tarka read the magazine, Gina
gives Jim a badge, probably, in the COC gazebo,
and the Phoenix' owner whose name | can't

f .
g 4. - .h,,
vy "Vll7v'

remember, sorry chap, enjoys the kudos. In the
back ground Nigel Stennett Cox browses the
autojumble. I'm not sure if this was all Tony Jones'
or if some of it was Kris Platek's. It was mostly
random MZ
and Soviet
parts including
what looked
like a new
K750
crankshaft.

Bottom, Kris'
gearbox
rebuilding
workshop covers output and selector shaft
shimming. | don't know who the bloke taking notes
is. Mike Rowe watches.

13




Top, Tom O'Brien's Voskhod. Earlier this year we
did the Jawa CZ Club's National Rally and AGM,
above. Note the small turn out, inspite of the event
being free, the proliferation of caravans, green
grass because it was early in the summer's heat
wave and Dave Angel's Chang Jiang.

The run out was to the Museum of Technology in
the middle of nowhere, sort of between Holbeach
and Guyhirn in the tangle of ditches and narrow,
featureless roads which define The Fens. Tom
arrived at the Anglia Motel late at night and
remarked that he saw stars right down on the
horizon, for miles. How flat is that? The Fens owe
their existence to the technology which drained the
swamps but the museum, oddly enough, is full of
guns and radio equipment. If you're interested in
the development of the military rifle and the
evolution of radar and telecomunications, it's well
worth a visit, if you can find it.

Tom's been itching to own a Russian for ages.
Dave Angel invited us back to Leverington on
Sunday morning for coffeee and biscuits. F2
Motorcycles is a facinating place if you're a leftfield
thinker. At one end of Dave's shop was a Voskhod,
at the other a dusty, forlorn looking M66. Neither
ran. Dave said he didn't want to sell them to a
customer who expected something good, because
as we all know, "good" does not necessarily mean
reliable. They would wait until whoever they were
destined to be with walked through the door.

Tom squirmed in an agony of temptation. Would
you swap a CZ 350 twin in lovely running condition
to gamble on a slient Voskhod? He did. Dave said
he'd lusted after Tom's CZ for ages. The deal just
had to be done. The East European Rally was
Tom's Voskhod's first event in his hands. Read
Voskhod Piece in the next issue of HV to find out
how she's found a place in his heart. Should be
buy the Ural as well? He thought about it.

Dave was at the
East European
Rally too but so
was Ady
Strowger. He took
this picture of it
still at F2 when he
went to collect it,
above.

He tells me it fired
up with not much
more than an
afternoon's work
and sounded
lovely. He said

"l have a really
good feeling about this bike." | know exactly what
that means. Maybe it was waiting for him. There's
a profound, fundamental truth in old motorcycles
which most of modern life denies, if you're sensitive
enough to feel it.

b NS
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Phil Whitney donated all his left over Voskhod parts
to the greater good, including the three original slot
head screws which hold the alternator cover on.
Tom's had practical but irritating non standard Allen
screws instead.
Right, discovering
just the thing in a
box of bits too

away. For more
precious junk, see
page 5. If | was
interested in
modern life I'd
have chucked all
this in a skip, but
I've given it value
by sorting it out,
photographing it
and offering it for
sale. It's this or
Chinese!

Below, I'm not
sure whose this
is. He spoke to Igor and Konstantin in a Cyrillic
language so | didn't understand a word of anything
he said. Note K68 carbs on a sidevalve and

electronic speedo
with liquid crystal
odometer.

Below, Kris
Platek's 750 Ural,
as mentioned in
the previous issue
of HV, used in the 4
film Eastern
Promise starring |
Viggo Mortensen,
Vincent Cassel
and Naomi Watts,
or was it? Apparenty the film company bought two
and used one for parts. Kris thinks he might have
bought that one. Bottom is Naomi Watts on the film
star.




In the film Viggo Mortensen takes it away to drain
the water out of the float bowls, because Naomi
rode it in the rain. He might have nicked indicators
and the chrome headlamp cover, if the film
company didn't take those off to make a modern
750 Ural look more classical. Below, this is what it
looked like offered for sale on www.propstore.com

Also mentioned in the previous issue of HV, below
is Jason Pollitt's OHV engined "sidevalve", an
eclectic mix of Ural bits. He rebuilt the wheels
himself. Note K301 carbs on adapters to fit them on
a later Ural head. Usually these are used for putting
something else on an M63. There were three Urals
on site with K301 carbs this weekend. | like them, While we're on the subject of carbs, here's Bings
they're a very satisfying, very Soviet experience. on a BMW, bottom. Opposite top is the whole outfit

_ i _ . the BMW engine was in. | didn't get a chance to
speak to the owner or his wife, | assume.

Trying different carburettors on Urals and Dneprs
keeps much of the COC busy. Below, Peter
Wright's K301s on his Ural. This time with period,
M63 heads, with smaller inlet valves?
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And the last engine close up for this issue is.....
Russell Johnson's well seasoned 750, below,
except for the Wartburg opposite.

Wartburgs are light, airy things with a sort of cheap,
plasticky feel to them. The car itself is
unremarkable but it's powered by a wonderful three
cylinder two stroke engine. This is 993cc from a
bore and stroke of 73.5 x 78mm. Because of it's
lightweight, basic construction with very little sound
damping, all that lovely ring, ding, ding engine
noise rendered the fitting of a radio pointless.
According to the internet, the car was nicknamed
"The Barrel" because of this or "Farty Hans"
because of the smoky exhaust. The factory
recommendation was 40 to 1 two stroke oil mix,
later changed to 50 to 1 and even later, to a proper
oil pump fed system.

The 353 was manufactured from 1966 to 1988.
Over the years Wartburg tried to develop a four
stroke engine but all attempts at that failed until
Volkswagen offered their 1272cc engine in 1984,
making the car tediously boring.

The two stroke engine was cast in iron with only the
cylinder head being aluminium. This weight,




combined with front wheel drive and the car's
lightness overall meant that driving with the boot
full of ballast was advisable. | know this because
when | was a boy | owned a Tourist with a tailgate,
which | had sliding sideways on the brakes into a
turn more than once. It was possible to lock the
freewheel, fitted to stop fuel starvation on the
overun or going downhill, but I didn't discover
where the knob was until this weekend.

When my sister married, | transported all the chairs
for the reception in my Wartburg because without
the rear seats in it, the carrying space was
marvellous. | had to drive it with the tailgate open.
A two stroke triple is a two stroke triple and | found
listening to the howling exhaust note intoxicating.

I'd love another one although I'll never have an
opportunity because life isn't going that way. Not
only that, the low price meant people didn't
generally take care of the car and its resale value
was awful. In Finland for example, where
comparisons with Western cars was easy, official
figures for the scrapping of cars gave the 353 the
shortest life span of all listed manufactuers.

In the DDR, the saying went that with a Wartburg,
you drove a car but only needed to maintain a
motorcycle. Four 6mm nuts had the whole front off
to reveal three sets of points under a little plastic
lid. Set the timing on a car with a TDI down the
plug holes? All very familiar for me.

Top, this is what driving a Trabant looks like.
| hope the IFA club enjoyed us as much as we
enjoyed them.

Konstantin brought along his pop up rally shop with
all sorts of interesting bits and pieces, like this save
your Dnepr fix, below. It's a front main bearing
housing, the part which gets chewed up and loses
your oil pressure when your mains go wobbly.
Then you need to regrind your crank and fit a bush
to fit that but this solution uses a press in plate with
O rings in it to fit into a machined out housing.

Fancy a high output, CNC machined oil pump?
Konstantin could have sold you one, page 20 top.
He had a 1,000w alternator, Autotechnologia
forged pistons and a very good quality looking
valves, guides and springs set too. If you want to
know more about this lot, which seems to be a
viable alternative to horrible Chinese trash, you can
contact Konstantin through the COC. I'm sure he'll
be happy to tell you all bout it.




Igor's been machining Dnepr rockers so that the
surface the adjuster locknuts rest on really is flat
and perpendicular to the adjuster itself. This
makes torquing the nut up a scientific process
instead of a
crooked
Ukrainian
gamble.

Note points
assemblies
and Dnepr
cam followers
were also
available.

Right, The
Yorkshire
section MZ
Club Mafia.

Bottom David Butler rode his Triumph because his
new Ural seized its
crankshaft. We
don't know why yet.
The engine is out
and the top end is
off. The next
problem is how to
take the crank out
with one big end
stuck prohibitively
rigid. Should David
saw the rod in half
with a hacksaw? It
might come to that.
I'd love to be able to
keep you posted.
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Right, Igor,
Konstantin, Nick and
Samuel tried the
treasure hunt ride
out organised by
Gina and Phil. Jim
Turner went too.
The idea was that
we'd avoid a hectic
swarm of ouffits
clogging up
Rutland's peaceful
country lanes.
Sadly the blistering
heat kept most
people trapped in
the trees along the
back edge of the
campsite where a
light breeze felt

something like cool.
For most it was too hot to go out in bike kit. The
COC were easily the best represented club with the
JawaCZ Club a distant third. Of the JawaCZ
contingent, | liked this model 450, bottom right,
best. | have one of these in appalling condition
buried under tons of junk in my shed. Right,
blimey, a Moto Guzzi Stornello! Below, Pete
Clinch, long term member of both the COC and
JawaCZ Club, this weekend on his 634, | think. I've
no idea which club the bloke who bought the little
Moto Guzzi was from.

Page 21, top left, the ex Jim Adams Chang Jiang,
degreased and polished by Glen Kapoor. Some of
the photos here were taken by myself, some were
taken by Dave Cox who took many more. He posts
these on the COC website. Go to Library, click the
Flickr link to Rallies & AGMs in Photo Albums and
discover, if you don't go to rallies, why you should.

Dave's
remarkable
photography
captures the
spirit and
atmosphere of
our weekends
out without the
need for captions
or explanation.
He pictures the
joyinit. If you're
one of the usual
suspects you'll
understand that
intimately but
there must be a

great many more of us who'd have a fantastic time
too if bravery, faith or flexible priorities allowed
them the excitement of adventure. Reading about
it on Facebook is hardly a heart pounding thrill is it?
To all those who turned up, thank you!
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Above, never polished, ever.

Russell
Johnson

Returning home one Sunday
afternoon from another winter
weekend rally, | rode up the
back lane to my humble abode and into the yard to
be met by Mrs Russell sitting on the back doorstep,
roll-up in one hand, coffee in the other. Rather than
the hero's welcome | was expecting after another
gruelling adventure, all | got was "That sounds like
a bag of shit". Does it really, | thought, it doesn't
sound any different than normal to me. | didn't
know she had such a mechanically sensitive ear,
after all, it wasn't exactly a Swiss watch was it, or a
Honda, it was supposed to be noisy wasn't it?

The seed of doubt that she'd planted in my brain
grew into a nagging suspicion that all was not well
down in the engine room, so over the next few days
| had a think and went through a mental list of
potential impending mechanical disasters. Main
bearings? No, that would be a constant grumbling
sound, I'm sure that's not it. Like wise | discounted
big ends and little ends too, no knocking from the
bottom end, wrong kind of noise, must be some
thing else. Valve gear? Possibly, it was a sort of

clattering sound, so first thing was off with the
rocker covers to have a look. Valve clearances
checked out ok, no loose rocker arms or bent
pushrods, must be something else.

Even though I'd discounted bottom end trouble, |
thought I'd have a look anyway, for my own peace
of mind, so out with the tool box again and off with
the heads and barrels. Pulling on the conrods
showed no big end play, no rocking or loose
pistons so little ends must be ok too. Crank turns
smoothly, nice clean oil in the sump, can't be too
much wrong, maybe I'm being paranoid after all?
Or am 1? The doubt remained, so did the clattering
noise.

| carried on riding around in a state of blissful denial
until an occasional mis-fire developed, but only
under load in a higher gear. Pulling the clutch in,
blipping the throttle and changing down a gear
cured that, but obviously something's not quite
right. Back home again, and as | stood stroking my
beard in quiet contemplation, it occurred to me that
| ought to check the ignition timing. | have one of
those Sovek units which has an LED that comes on
or off to indicate the correct timing, so it's easy
enough to do. With the flywheel in the correct
position and the screws on the back plate
slackened, | set it to where it should be. After
turning the engine over 360 degrees to check
again, it was a mile out, | had to move the back
plate nearly 10mm to adjust it again, how can this
be? Putting a spanner on the bolt that holds the
rotor onto the camshaft to check if it was loose
confirmed that it was indeed tight, but also that the
whole shaft rotated back and forth rather a

lot. Oops. Something wrong there then. Had | at
last found the cause of my trouble?

sl
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After removing the front engine cover and timing
gears, it became obvious what the problem had
been all along. The keyways in both the camshaft
and it's driving wheel were badly worn, but
surprisingly the key looked ok. You'd think that the
key would wear first, but then it might shear off
altogether instead, resulting in probably terminal
engine damage. Maybe it was a clever design
feature to have the gear and shaft wear instead?

There should be some photo's hereabouts of the
offending items. You can see the size of the key in
it's slot, and also a pen mark showing the amount
of movement.

At least this would explain the clattering noise.
Imagine the cam lobe pushing against the valve
springs via the tappet block and pushrod as it
rotated over the high point and back down the other
side. Instead of a nice controlled return the springs
would push it round violently, taking up all the

play in the worn keyways as it went. Imagine that
with all four cam lobes, at half engine speed, no
wonder it was loud.

Right, what to do now? A phone call to the ever
helpful David Angel at F2 Motorcycles gave me two
options. | could have Russian made original
replacements at a reasonable cost, or for
considerably more, some European made precision
parts from later models. My usual thrifty nature
made the former sound appealing, but if they are of
dubious quality —

then | might
have to repeat
this
performance in
a few year's
time. | hate
having to do a
job twice, do it
right first time
is best in the

long run, | reckon, so [ZE
| opted for the latter. |#
A few days later a
box arrived
containing three new
gears and a
camshaft, very nice
too, after which
followed a
straightforward re-
assembly session.

All back together,
see how it goes, bike
started, all good so
far, set off up the
road, still good, met
the first down hill section from a roundabout, shut
throttle to coast down and where before there had
been the sound of mechanical mayhem, there was
now relative silence. Oh the joy, great stuff, money
well spent, | thought, all is now well with the world,
as | carried on my happy way. Just goes to show,
you get used to noises and never notice how bad
they are or if they gradually get worse over time
until somebody else points them out. Didn't expect
it to be the wife though!

Russell's starter motor

rebuild workshop next issue. Scie ntific

train of
on page 24 with another thoug ht
question and answer

session to think about which direction we go in
next. Like last time, David is in blue for the sake of
clarity. Readers seem to have enjoyed part one so
here's another series of agony aunt emails........

Part two of David Senior's
voyage of discovery begins
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Did she keep going with the chokes off?

She did and very quickly after she started. That
was on both sides as well which was very
gratifying.

"She"? That's lovely. She's finding a place in your
heart then? | think of all mine as feminine,
capricious, obtuse sometimes and always
demanding but as rewarding and necessary as
femininity is.

Interesting using the term “she”. Ships are referred
to as “she” yet in legal circles defendants are
always “He”. Must be a message there
somewhere.

Your black plugs could be because you've been
running on choke so much and your cylinders will
be full of soft carbon soot from all the flooding. It's
going to take a few miles out on the road to burn all
that clean.

| look forward to that.

The fact that every adjustment away from
maximum rich is worse means that for some
reason your engine wants to run very rich. Black
plugs and soot mean your carbs are delivering
richness enough and the fact that adjusting it
makes a difference at all means the systems are
working. If we could go richer still, she might run
better but she'd be puffing black smoke, polluting
her oil and costing you almost £2 per litre. That
would be fixing the symptoms, not the problem. |
think your carbs are good.

That sounds good on all fronts - except the £2 bit.

Please can you fill me in on a little history? You
have a modern gearbox on an ancient engine,
which makes me wonder if she's had a checkered
history.
Who built
the engine,

| mean the
bottom end
too? Hasit
ever run
properly?
Would you
say this
problem has
developed
or has it
always
been there?

The history
is steeped

in mystery, however, | know the majority of the
facts are correct so here goes. Incidentally you may
wish to delete the next bit!!

A friend of mine was the Defence Attache at the
British Embassy in Kiev. At a cocktail party in the
embassy he was discussing the pros and cons of
this particular machine with a Russian Colonel.
Several days later said Russian pitched up at the
front gates of the embassy with a KMZ 750. The
exchange was completed and the rig sat in

the embassy unused for a considerable amount of
time. It was eventually brought back to the UK
using diplomatic freight (I know this | have the
paperwork) and it was delivered to said diplomats
home not 1/2 mile from my house. | have known
the chap for years and we have mutual friends but
it was not until | saw the number plate under a
huge pile of crap that | released that in the depths
of his garage was a barn find. Long story short a
quick exchange of beer coupons later and |
became the proud owner of the Beast. | eventually
discovered in the paperwork that he gave me, that
he probably brought back 3 machines over an
extended period of time. | have no idea where the
other 2 are, but perhaps it was a make one from
the 3 job. The Beast came full of stuff from rat shit
to spare drive shafts, 4 spare wheels, 6 inner tubes
of which 4 were perished, Russian tank helmets
and more crap than you can shake a stick at, all of
which | thankfully kept. | was eventually chuffed to
see they were precious spares. This was in Nov
2019. Since then it has effectively been rewired
and every bit that can be changed has been.

When you fittted the Mikunis originally you said
"Initially they worked well" but in the same email
you said "It has never been able to be ridden more
than 500 yards." Not ever, even with new Mikunis
on? Did you buy rebuild kits for the Mikunis, if so
where from, or were the rebuild kits for the other
Chinese carbs?

Not explained too well. When | first pushed it down
the hill it was no more than a rats nest on wheels.
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The engine turned over which after being sat in the
garage for about 16 years was impressive. The
oils resembled Dog snot but | did not change them
for a while. Over the last couple of years | have
had several individuals work on it and some were
lucky and it worked for a very short distance before
she simply gave up the ghost. One expert was
convinced it was a carb problem so | eventually
went through 3 sets (all Chinese) trying to sort out
the issue. Colour tune almost floated on the Stock
market. | have lost count of how many distributor
caps, points and condensers we fitted, + 3 coils
and | have probably 30+ spark plugs, caps (resistor
and non resistor) and HT leads. Oh and 1 x
dynamo +£200 later | received a replacement that
worked. When that all failed | called a friend who
restores historic cars and | said he plainly knew all
about 4 strokes, it was after all only suck, squeeze,
bang, fart, so could he look at this for me. 4
months later Allens supplied 2 x brand new Mikunis
which were fitted properly and sorted out. | handed
the bike over to the £700 slightly miffed at the cost
but hey and off i went.

"Took the bike away sorted it all out, charged £700
and | drove it off. " What happened there exactly?
How far did you drive it and did she run even
slightly well? I've not yet decided whether your
£700 bloke suceeded in fixing the symptoms of the
problem temporarily or he actually found it,
although he didn't fix it permanently.

| thought we had cracked it. | rode it home (15
miles ish) and then went for a 30 mile road trip and
all was well. He threatened to decapitate anyone
who touched the carbs and behold as if by magic
my (so called ) friend, the suck squeeze bang fart
man tried to tweak the tick over. All down hill from

there. Then comes into play another friend who
starts changing everything imaginable back again.
Deplete account by another few £100’s. Your
guess is as good as mine, but by trying to fix the
symptoms we have missed the fault as you so
eloquently say.

All that soot blown back through your carbs is a
thing. Have we now got her to run long enough to
enable her to do that where she didn't run long
enough before?

The plugs traditionally sooted up and | cannot recall
that not happening. Another expert suggested
different plugs and again that seemed a great idea
at the time but again a red herring.

When you said compression was 70/80, was that
psi? 80 psi is sort of OK, 70psi is a little soft. |
haven't mentioned this before because having run
badly for so long and flooded lots, piston ring lands
and the bore surface won't have run in if the
engine's been rebuit and often, running well
enough for long enough achieves good
compression anyway as everything settles down.
90psi is good.

| will do a repeat compression test tomorrow.

But, soft compression might be the result of valve
timing, so might blowing soot the wrong way down
the inlet, so might the need to run excessively rich
if she's blowing a lot of her petrol the wrong way
down the inlet as well. We need to think seriously
about this because it'll take removing the timing
cover from the front of the engine to look.

| am 100% sure that is beyond me.

Ominously, if the valve timing is wrong, it'll be the
throttle slides which are holding the pressure in the
cylinder enough to fire at all, which could be why
opening the throttle lets it go and the engine dies.
Maybe so far we've achieved the only

available running, with the throttles shut.

Do you have soot blown back into both inlet hoses?
If you have, the problem has to be something which
affects both cylinders together, like valve timing, or
ignition timing. The ignition pick up is on the front
of the camshaft by the way, that which needs to be
timed correcty. Ignition timing won't blow soot up
your inlets but checking it might give us a clue to
valve timing too. | don't want your problem to be
valve timing.

| specifically looked for that and no it was in the left
hand bank only which surprised me as | always
thought the RH bank was at fault.

How have you set your ignition timing? Did you do
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it with the head off and measure the distance to top
dead centre?

No head left on and gentle use of the kick start and
a pencil. Points adjusted at TDC. We (apparently)
suffered from crap rotors and distributor caps. More
expense.

What's in your ignition cover?

Effectively nothing. | fitted the new ignition system
as sold by D Angel. That seems to have worked
very well and | thought that negated the need for
points etc anymore. Or am | wrong?

| know you have a new coil but you didn't mention if
you have electronic ignition?

Bog standard 6v kick start as my thighs can testify
as can a severely damaged right ankle thanks to
forgetting to use retard lever.

Sometimes these use the original points. It might
be helpful if you set the engine at TDC, then take a
picture to send me of the ignition. I'd like to see
where the rotor is and whether the moveable back
plate, if there is one, is close to maximum
adjustment one way or the other. You can feel
TDC by poking a thin screwdriver in the plug hole
to feel where the piston is. Put the engine in top
gear and turn the rear wheel to tun the engine.

Again a wee bit confused as | am not sure those
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widgets are there any more. All | have coming out
of the from cover now is a wire which goes straight
to the coil. All HT leads are from/to the new coil
system.

That way you can turn both ways to ease the
pistons to the top. NB, turn the engine slowly to
avoid trapping your screwdriver in the plug hole
when the piston hits it too hard. Move slowly and
carefully, be him who walks softly.

On the subject of The Way of the Peaceful Warrior,
the greatest journey starts with a single step. We've
made lots, all good then. We'll think about this
"stuff" and have a chat Saturday.

Well my dear chap thank you again. | am
constantly impressed by the email
mechanic.....perhaps you should go into business?

| will be there, God willing, on Saturday but cannot
stay late as Liz and | have a 9am appointment to
attend a charity event on Sunday. Liz will probably
come with me on Saturday to ensure | am not led
down the “You need these essential spares” route!

Thank you very much for your answers. Your 45
miles after £700 bloke had it pretty much rules out
valve timing. Valve timing is set during building the
bottom end of the engine and cannot move. I'm
imagining what happened during the course of
£700 worth of labour, it doesn't take that long to
adjust carbs. | wonder if trying to adjust the carbs
round the problem was so tricky and precarious, his
instruction to never touch them again was more of
a hope that this time, he'd struck lucky and
stumbled upon the sweet spot?

It looks now as if your problem might be intermittent
to some degree. Was £700 bloke's luck that the
problem disappeared for a while, for the next 45
miles? Your suck, squeeze, bang, fart friend can't
have cause so much trouble with a twist of a pilot
screw. Perhaps he thought the idle needed
adjusting because the problem was developing
again? "....... some were lucky and it worked for a
very short distance before she simply gave up the
ghost." intermittently? "One expert was convinced
it was a carb problem" | can see why, that's the
obvious conclusion but we've tested that possibility
out now. Electrics next. We'll talk about that on
Saturday.

Please reassure Liz that we're not going to spend
any more money. There are a host of electrical
troubles like paint on a route to earth, sticky voltage
regulator points or vibrating switch contacts which
are hard to find because they only fail dynamically,
while the engine is running. Now we've achieved
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some sort of running we stand a chance of finding
them. None of them are components, none of
them actually cost anything.

Just so you know I've been a mechanic most of my
life and tried to escape for most of that. | think art
and business exist at the extremes of a spectrum
and are mutually exclusive. As soon as you sell
art, it becomes business and unfortunately less,
and if you only do it for the money, there's no art in
that at all. I've had some wonderful adventures on
motorcycles, all of them underfunded and all of
them much sweeter for it.

Are we making this fun yet, Depressed of Dorset?
That's 'cos it's art!

Just about to set off for my 4th Jab. The
excitement is palpable either that or | am having a
heart attack.

Your words of wisdom hit an interesting spot. You
will recall that | have had the beast effectively
rewired. The chap that achieved (hmmm not sure
about that) has wires pretty much going to all sorts
of places. This includes playing with the regulator
and various other doodads | know nothing about or
understand. He did fit an in line fuse which | like
but the new horn, another crucial purchase, is still
to be connected. The charge light is good, which |
guess is important as | understand without it
nothing works!

Looking forward to Saturday. Memsahib will keep
me on the straight and narrow which after nearly 50
years is exactly as | would expect.

After meeting David at The Three Magpies........

It was really good to finally meet up with you both
at the weekend. Liz enjoyed meeting you and is
now an expert on Urals and Dnepr’s thanks to
Peter.

Paul your guided tour around the various bits and
bobs was hugely helpful. As discussed | have
attached a few pics of what the innards looked like
tonight when | removed the “plate”

If you need more then of course | am more than
happy to oblige. The red wire that you can see is
the only connection to the D Angel lump of plastic.

Oh and by the way the Castrol R is no more. Broke
my heart but cheap 20/50 will shortly be poured
into the beast.

From here PJB joined in the fun, which makes it
necessary to use yet another colour for his
contribution to the saga. Is purple OK?

David, indeed great to meet you and Liz. | trust Liz
enjoyed the history tutorial as much as the bikes.

So it does look as though the points are being used
just as a switch of the low tension, then the
electronic box of some sort fires the coil.

| have an email into David @ F2 to determine what
device he sold you, then we can know what to
check.

NB | see that you have the adv/ret cable still
attached and that the ignition adv is set close to
maximum advance.

In haste Peter, sorry. Adv/retard is used but only
when initially starting otherwise | would probably
break my ankle! It seems to work and certainly
when it fires | immediately advance fully and no
drama. Last night she started second kick.
Advance lever released very quickly and chokes off
immediately. Ticked over no problem. | have not
tried to run retarded when she is going. Still died
with any movement of throttle. Cannot get throttle
cables secured which is pissing me off.

Check that the rotating back plate is free to rotate
the full extent of its slots from full retard to full
advance, a touch of grease on the sliders under the
springs is worth doing. Disconnect the cable and
feel how free the points base is to rotate, free?

Points and the advanced retard movement is good.

26




Starts well with full retardant and choke. If | keep
retard fully back tick over is OK but she will not run
with choke on. Throttle movement is nanah as per
video. Off for a gallon of Shiraz.

So will it now rev from idle? Like slow blipping the
throttle,
or does it
still die?

Bang,
farts and
dies
(quickly).

Rich
then! Is
that from
running
atidle
when
warmed
up? If so
then
wind out
the air
screw to
make
weaker. What grade plug? NGK run a BP4HS.
NGK 4 is a hotter plug than a 5 so will burn off
carbon to overcome too much fuel and oil.

Air screw in fully (both sides) if | screw even a 1/4
out then engine wants to stop after | have allowed a
wee while for changes to take effect.

David, thanks, got me puzzled - Paul?

It was lovely to meet you (David) at The Three
Magpies, lovely to put a face to your emails and a
personality to the humour we enjoy.

I've read all the emails you've sent today, and
Peters, and I'm thinking.

Here's a thing. We've tested your fuel system to
the point that we know there's nothing wrong with it
and it's adjustability is within the range we'll
eventually need to set your carbs up once we've
fixed the problem.

It's significant that your engine feels lean, but in fact
runs rich, so carburation is not the problem. Your
video sounds like ignition even though the
symptoms are apparent when you open the throttle.

Our next step is to bypass pretty much your whole
bike and run a power supply from the positive
terminal of your battery straight to the +ve terminal
on your coil with no switches, no charging system
and no opportunities for short circuits elsewhere to

drain away your potential. We'll test with the
ignition switch off.

It would be lovely if you could make a wire with a
female spade connector to go on your coil and a
little crocodile clip to go on your battery, to clip the
ignition on and off. Don't worry about anything
else, don't fiddle with your carbs, don't try to
imagine any other possibilities, just concentrate on
testing your ignition system.

If the problem persists after you've used the test
wire from your battery to your coil, it's almost
certain the problem is the coil or its mounting, or in
the front of your engine. Don't think about what the
problem could be yet, let's just home in on its
location for now, one step at a time.

Just a quick question. Looking at the pic which
terminal would you think would be the +ve. Hate to
get it wrong!

With a bit of luck it might be marked +ve. It's not
vitally important and it'll work either way because
it's a double ended coil. That is unless it doesn't
work either way because there's something wrong
with it. Try both.

May need to do it later. Will let you know. | will have
fire extinguisher ready. | have already turned a
battery into
toast this
week!

I've had a
better look
at your
pictures. Am
I right in
thinking that
the red wire
on your coil
goes to the
points? If it
does, put
your battery
wire on the
other coil
terminal after removing the original wire. Then
swap the coil terminals for second test. How did
you toast the battery? You never know, a detail
like this might be important. Will you do the test
with the toasted one or do you have a back up?

Yeah spot on Paul. Red from points. First
connection from battery was to that spade to coil.
Charge light on but no life at all. | then swapped to
other spade, no charge light but started as usual
but still died with throttle increase.
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Sorry toasted battery was a garden thing nothing to
do with the beast. Except it was lucky | was
working on the beast otherwise i would not have to
worry about owning a garage or the beast. Dug out
old coil!

Paul will be tied up for a while on COC urgent
matters. | suggest either get an exchange coil from
David@ F2 or refit std parts.

| thought | would hold off refitting old coil until Paul
has had a chance to think about it.

Please bear with me. | have something of a crisis
to resolve in the next issue of Horizontal View,
having lost permission to use large parts of the
expected content so close to the print deadline.
Yes, | so love challenges! I'm sure you can both
find something else to do while I'm embroiled in
exorcising the demons from it. I'll be back with you
as soon as | can. (This was the summer's rally
organising debacle)

Charging light on? Did you test it with the ignition
off? What does the old coil look like? Does it have
a single HT lead?

Not tried the + battery to coil. Will give it a go later.
| assume that means try and start with ignition off.
The capacitor is new.

Yes the wire from the battery to the coil bypasses
all the electrics on the bike, 'hot wiring'. Then fire
the bike up and see what it does. Then when
running turn on the ignition and see what happens.
New capacitor, good - not that then?

OK, + batt to + coil, ignition light comes on. Dead
as a Monty Python parrot. Repeat with ignition
on.... Parrot is no more, still deceased. | have
spent hours today swapping out all the coil, HT
Leads and all other things of minor interest.
Cleared the decks, checked and double checked.
2 kicks and off she went. Bit of a blow back
through the carb and now totally deceased.
Checked everything and no change. Chokes on,
chokes off, retarded and advanced..... nothing.

I've pretty much had enough of this journey. Have
a great weekend and enjoy the sunshine.
Frustrated of Dorset

Not a good day then? So you still have the wire
direct from battery to the coil? Carbs OK? Air Filter
OK? Not a lot left to check - towards last resort, try
another new capacitor. Either original or those off
classic cars will fit and work, even if it has to be
mounted externally.

Hello fellow sufferers. We don't want the ignition
light on. This means that some of the rest of the
bike is still connected. The point of hot wiring is to
bypass the bike's other electrics.

All that swapping coils and stuff had drifted us
away from where we were going with our scientific
train of thought. So why is the ignition light on? If
You put your battery wire on the coil terminal where
the wire to the points was, then power could be
being supplied to the rest of the bike, certainly the
charge light, using what was the power supply to
the coil. Also, if you put your battery wire on where
the points wire was, there's nothing connecting the
points to anything, so of course it doesn't run.

As you say....that seems pretty much the result.

I know it's a hot day and exasperation is only
kicking the bastard a few more times away, so
when you feel like it, put your battery wire on one
side the coil, make sure the other side is connected
to the points, the ignition light and ignition are off,
then try it.

Hate to break bad news but | left Coil+ connected
to points and put Batt+ to other side. No light and
ignition off. Dead

Sadly we've introduced another set of variables by
replacing Dave Angel's coll, if that's what's
happened. Why was the original coil off? If it was
because it was broken, any result using it is
meaningless. No the capacitor is not the last resort
if the charge light was on.

To be honest | have now changed so many bits |
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cannot remember why we actually changed them.
My guess is that we could not get the old coil and
points sorted so went for the D Angel easy fix. We
also had lots of issues with distributor caps and
rotors. Usual Chinese crap. Thinking about it, why
put a knackered bit of kit back on? | will revert
back to the lump of plastic over the weekend if you
think that wise.

While I'm here, here's valve timing theory. If the
valve timing is a tooth late, or maybe two. It means
that the inlet valve is still open too long after BDC.
It's supposed to be a bit, so that the inertia of the
incoming charge continues to fill the cylinder even
a few crankshaft degrees after mathematical BDC
because the piston accelerates slowly up the bore
at first. The inertia of the fresh charge can still be
useful against the rising pressure after BDC.

But, if the valve timing is even a little late, the valve
is still open as the piston begins to rise significantly.
What happens then is the increasing gas pressure
blows the fresh charge back up the inlet port.

NB. With the throttle shut, or mostly shut, the
throttle slide can actually help keep the new charge
in the cylinder by blocking its escape, so the engine
still runs until you open the throttle to let the gas go
and the engine dies. This is often accompanied by
popping and banging.

That is exactly what happens.

A few years ago we had a thing called a Firestorm,
a 1,000cc V twin with chain driven overhead cams
and useless cam chain adjusters. These would
break and allow the camchains to flap around. The
rear one would jump over the inlet cam sprocket.
Usually the resulting backfire would blow the carbs
off.

When this thing backfires my garage doors bulge
and the paintwork is scorched.

Worse than that, the wayward valve timing would
confuse the carburation, so it felt lean but ran rich if
the carbs stayed on. And it gave a poor
compression pressure reading, just like your 70psi.

| will test that again tomorrow.

However, because £700 bloke actually managed to
get it to run properly for a while, valve mistiming
doesn't seem possible. With a gear driven
camshaft, the timing can't slip. Because we're
email guessing, was it really running properly? Did
£700 man just somehow make it run sort of near
enough in spite of wrong valve timing?

Sadly a week after | got the beast back he had a
massive stroke and only just clung on. | still
wanted to go and kick his door in but Liz said it
would not be appropriate.

Our scientific train of thought was leading us to
eliminate all the other possibilities, to avoid you
needing someone to take the timing cover off for
you. We're trying hard not to believe the problem is
valve timing.

That would hurt. Thanks fellas | really do
appreciate your help and patience.

Afternoon Gentlemen. So, replaced the lump of
plastic. (Pattern coil supplied by F2) Made up two
new wires to go from it to the points etc. Then
found a good earth and bolted the whole lot down.

Started first kick. Sadly | forgot | had flip flops on. |
could open the throttle very very slowly and had
some impressive misfires. But a huge
improvement. Tweaked the two screws and got a
really good tick over. Left it to run for a good 10
minutes but still very poor powering up. Turned off
and tried hot wire. It did not like that and hot wire
became very hot. That worried me. Ripped it off
and tried to restart hoping | had not screwed up.
Hoorah first kick only this time | was bare foot.
Seemed a wee bit better still but decided to give it
and me a rest. Attached a couple of videos which
you may find interesting. | feel so much better. We
seem to be slowly getting there.

You are running at idle
at full advance. You
should pull full retard at
idle, that's what the
lever is for. At idle pull
full retard then as you
rev the engine or drive
off then ease the
ignition more advanced,
that is what a modern
auto ignition advance
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does on 99.99% of vehicles, you have to do it
yourself on this beast.

Sparks at the points, page 29 bottom right, that is
not right. Suspect the capacitor is knackered or not
even connected. Can you send a photo of the
electrical connection to the capacitor? Buy a new
capacitor anyway, One off a classic car can be
fitted externally as a temporary trial.

Hello fellow investigators. Yes Peter, the fireworks
at the points is a lovely insight, | think we're getting
there. Either, the capacitor is not working, or the
charging system is producing more voltage than
the primary windings in the coil are rated for. This is
why we needed to test with the hot wire, to bypass
the beast's other electrics.

But, The Beast having been rewired, we're not sure
if the charging system has been wired ignition
switch controlled. It is possible to do that so that
the charge feed from the regulator can supply
battery voltage the other way and keep the field
coils in the dynamo excited. That's why it was
interesting to note the charge light was on with the
hot wire on the wrong coil terminal.

So, please measure the battery voltage before you
start the engine David, and then measure it again
while the engine is running. Yes you could replace
the capacitor now, but, if you do, you might stop the
arching, and achieve a result, but only until any
overcharging burns the guts out of it. Is that what
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£700 bloke did? Is that why he achieved running
for only a few miles?

Scientific train of thought theory suggests that even
though we tested with the hot wire, which was on
the right terminal and therefore bypassing the rest
of the bike, possible overcharging might have burnt
out the capacitor already, so the problem remained.
| love it that the best success so far is with the coil
earthed properly. | didn't like the hanging in the air
mounting.

Running on full advance is also an insight.
Remember the valve timing thing? On an MT9 the
points cam is part of the camshaft. It is possible
that full advance might be necessary because the
valve timing, that is camshaft timing, is late.
Hopefully we can forget about this because it's
looking pretty much like it's the capacitor at the
moment. How spooky would that be Peter?

VERY! (We enjoyed exactly this problem on Mike
Rowe's bike a few weeks eatrlier.)

David, once you've measured the battery voltage
and satisfied yourself it's never higher than about
8v, remove the capacitor from inside the points
casting. NB, you'll still need the terminal for the
points themselves. Make sure that with the points
open, the terminal is NOT connected to earth. Also
make sure that with the points shut, the terminal IS
connected to earth and the measured resistance is
the same or very close to the reading you get when
you touch your meter's probes together. Ifitisn't,
all that arcing will have burnt your points and they'l
need cleaning.

Buy a nice quality capacitor. Put it on the coil
mounting where it'll be earthed with the coil and
easily accessible. Wire it in parallel with the wire to
the points, that is put its wire on the same terminal.
We want this because capacitors have a hard time
trapped in the extreme heat of the crankcases of a
misfiring sidevalve. Also, easy access to the
capacitor will enable further tesing should that be
necessary.

Todays plan is to attempt tick over at full retard and
to complete a compression test on both banks over
and above your brilliant ideas. Getting pretty
excited. It will be unbelievable if the coil earth/
condenser is the solution (or part of). £87? strewth!
At least my skills in carb stripping and wiring will
not go amiss.

The melting hot wire is because it's carrying too
much current, either because the burnt out
condenser it a straight route to earth or because
the battery voltage is too high, or both.
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We're putting the new condenser wire on the same
coil terminal the points are connected to, on the
coil. The new condenser should be screwed to the
coil mounting to earth its body. This is vital.
Perhaps you could test the condenser earth with
your meter? Hardly any ohms please.

Checking resistance takes me back but | will put
the voltmeter across each end, one on earth, and
check that and battery voltage as well (both shut
down and engine running). Hope the dynamo is
OK. | have just fitted it and it was fully tested before
it was sent to me by Windmill Motorcycles.

"Points knackered- no gap. Can’t adjust." is that
because they are eroded so much or you are
unable to? If out of adjustment you can often
elongate the slot where the locking screw goes to
get more adjustment. It does seem like it is possibly
a capacitor/points problem. Points gap is important,
it is not just a switch for the current to the coil, the
length of time the points are closed is important
and that is directly related to the points gap.

When | took the capacitor out | must have (miss)
handled the casing in such a way as to totally
disrupt the points. When | refitted the casing the
points were permanently closed. | tried to reset
them | even watched YouTube but failed miserably,
in fact probably made it worse. Basically | need
someone who knows what they are doing to spend
5 minutes sorting out the gap. What a depressing
state of play. New capacitor has arrived.

Good morning experts, an update: | managed to
remove the points and give them a good clean with
glass paper. They were not too bad but pitted and
had built up crap thus making an uneven gap.

| then spent hours trying to work out how it all went
back together and eventually managed to do so.
Big pat on back and my chest swelled with pride.

| gave it a go before | fitted new condenser. Took
awhile but eventually started after a few
unsuccessful attempts when it fired then died. Then
off we went and she ticked over in full retard. | had
managed by some fluke to get the gap right.

Next job is to extend the condenser wire (stupidly
short), then cut that into the connection from coil to
points. That will be later in the week as | am away
until Thursday late afternoon. Thank you so much
chaps. Not there yet but it is 100% better than it
was before, | even managed to open the throttle
slowly and she accelerated.

Just thought you would like to know that the
condenser | removed whilst testing on the bench
showed it was OK, it was not earthed.

And the next day...........

Dear Peter and Paul, well we have it, the Beast
from the East seems to want to play. | took her out
yesterday to buy some fuel, which was not cheap,
and we went along without a murmur. | keep
saying to myself it will not last but | am sure it will.
(touch wood, fingers crossed).

Gentlemen take a bow, you are nothing short of
geniuses to go through the logic of finding the
problem rather than treat the symptoms. | seriously
appreciate your help and patience. As for me?
Well | have learnt skills that were beyond anything |
could imagine from stripping Mikuni’'s numerous
times, to making wires, to removing, cleaning and
importantly the replacing points and condenser. Of
course there is the skill of buying copious amounts
of tools and spare parts. Just to name a few. Not
only have you solved the underlying faults you
have trained up a mechanical luddite. If you ever
want to learn to fly helicopters give me a call.

| am sure | will be in touch in the next few days or
weeks begging for help but in the meantime thank
you both so much, a KMZ 750M is usable for the
first time since | bought in in 2019.

David called the experience of reliability "Stunning
and a wee bit emotional." Then, weeks later.......

Started first kick and went up hill and down dale
beautifully. Be good to have some brakes but hey
let's not get picky. Have a quick pic.
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Unlike Sweden, the road goes up
and down and twists and turns Arctic
through the trees. Every now and
then there’ll be a spectacular view, MO"Y
like when you follow a sharp

downhill bend round a rock face and there’ll be a
wall of pine trees, all stacked up seemingly on top
of each other, steaming in the heavy air. Water
runs everywhere, everything is dripping and the
rocks are covered with moss, bright green in
contrast to the dark green pine trees.

Molly isn’t effortless. She has a slow action
twistgrip so | can find the sweet spot in the
complicated relationship between her conflicting
parameters. Filing the needle has ironed out some
of the less than sweet spots but | still do it all the
time. | can avoid changing down if | get it right
going uphill. A lot of Norway is uphill.

Consequently, a lot of it's downhill too. Molly, just
visible in the car park to the left, above, is about to
go downhill for 25 miles. There's white water
rapids in bottom of the gorge below the car park,
which is a beauty spot if it isn't raining.

One of my campsite mates picked up one of the
rucksacks, interested to see how heavy it was. It
was the one with petrol, water, and food in it and
not the heavy one with two stroke oil, spanners and
spares. “Christ!” he said. He was German, is that a
German word?

We were joined by a German girl on the site last
night. I've never seen so much stuff on one
motorcycle. She had a camera on top of her
helmet and every night she downloaded her little
2GB worth of footage into her laptop, then
programmed her next day’s ride into her satnav.
She thought everything was beautiful and
photographed the rainbow over the lake with her
huge digital mega lensed camera, then
downloaded that as well.

Most of the reason I'm worried about my insect bite
is because she too suffered one on her hand and
couldn’t ride because she couldn’t get her gloves

on over the swelling. It took antibiotics to sort it
out. While she was grounded she booked a whale
watch boat and took pictures of “beautiful” sperm
whales off the Lofoten Islands.

She said 3 days ago, Nordkapp was only 5c and
lashed with driving rain. Oh well, can’t win ‘em all.

Top, higher than the fog when it wasn't hammering
down, a rare respite. Below, level with the upper
fog, about to drop back into the ground level fog.

Here’s a thing, where are all the Brits? I've seen
hundreds of motorcycles, thousands of camper
vans and loads of bicycles but only one GB plate,
Molly’s. | haven’t met 10 English people yet. Why’s
that?

Killer discoveries of the trip so far, Rofa Applesin
Marmalade which only comes in big jars so you
have to eat lots of it and Jagerbrod, some sort of
fibrous corn bread, | think it says on the bag. Don’t
get Stubburet Mackerel because the tins are only
half full.

July 1st, Friday, Oppdal, 31,226 miles. Fortunately
there’s a nice crusty lid on the jagged hole in my
arm where my mystery insect did its worst. The
raging conflict has not developed further. It feels
calmer now thanks to the anti inflammatory effect of
anti histamines, | remembered those last night.

Another dull grey, low cloudy start this morning.
Most of the time Western Norway is like this, that's
why it's so magnificently green. It's equally
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magnificent wet. However that's
not the reason my boots are
falling apart. They’re called
“Groundworks”. Sounds rugged
eh? Like the Base Camp
camping kit | saw recently they’re
made in China. What isn’t?

On the approach to Trondheim
the E6 turns into a sort of
autoroute. It's city traffic. After
Trondheim it becomes Trondheim
to Oslo, Norway’s equivalent of
the A1. For the bit of | was on it
follows the River Gaula which has
cut several gorges and ravines
through the scenery. It's another
salmon run and has 113km of fishing available for
those maniacs who want it.

In some places the sides of the gorges are almost
sheer and still covered in the inevitable pine trees
clinging onto the rock somehow. They’re so deep
you can hardly see the river in the bottom, when

you can it's only because it's white water over the
rocks. Believe it or not, the maniacs were in the

river, waist deep in the rain fishing, loads of them.

| didn’t take a single picture. The E6 is an endless
stream of traffic down here. It twists and turns
through the hills with Armco barriers on both sides.
It isn’t possible to leave Molly leant against the
Armco and jump over wherever you like. There’s
hardly room on the hillsides for the road, never
mind tourist space. Lay-bys never coincide with
that spectacular view you noticed out of the corner
of your eye as you rode past. Today, the next
available turning round space was usually miles
away. Then it rained, harder and harder as the day
progressed. By the time | put the tent up it was
hammering down. It's eased off to a steady
downpour now, as | write this at 8.30pm. We hope
tomorrow will be better because we’re on route 70
now, heading into the really big scenery.

I'd like to take Molly up Trollstigen on our way to
Sognefjord, which | missed last time | was here.
Visibility today was awful. It'll be tragic if it doesn’t
improve in a day or two.

Top, rain falling through steam into the fjord. The
town of Andalsnes is on the other side but it takes
hours to get there. Humidity? How wet can it get?

So far I've been clever in folding the tent up wet,
but still preserving a dry bit to sleep on. Everything
is damp but not wringing wet, yet. We're going to
generate some serious condensation tonight.

Molly on the other hand, is having a lovely time in
the rain. All that cold, wet air to breathe and bucket
loads of water splashing all over her cylinder. She
ran really sweetly today. Would you believe, after
two weeks inside the Arctic Circle, today is the
coldest it's been so far. We have lights on at night
now but that's mostly to do with the weather rather
than latitude. The ground is still warm even though
the air isn’t, hence the fog. The trees are steaming.
| don’t know how high we are but the cloud base is
only tens and not thousands of feet above us.
There’s hardly a breath of wind. Does that mean
the pressure’s building? Is Norway going to dry out
soon? Tomorrow would be good.

July 3rd, Sunday, Andalsnes, 31348 miles. | think |
might be coming down with something, or I'm
suffering the consequences of being constantly wet
for three days. | had a day off yesterday because
the campsite had a clubhouse, so | was only damp
when | started out this morning. Condensation is
very important here. You would expect the warm air
to be above the cold but it isn't. Perhaps the layer
of cold acts like a blanket to keep it down. That top
level fog is the boundary between the two and
riding through it going down fogs up my visor in an
instant. Going up through it is quite a bracing
shock. The difference is that marked.




Hooded Sweat Shirts

£21.50 These are normally Rega"a
on an order only basis.

Woolly Hats £8.50 The woolly hat is the
knitted type. This is an essential bit of kit for
any club member. Standard Club Logo or
Star Logo.

Full & Half Zip Fleeces - £25.00

Product Code: COC-FL. 100% Polyester,
unlined. Comes with Silver Club Logo or Star
Logo over the left breast. These are great for
chilly mornings on the rally field. Normal
range of sizes: Medium - Large - Extra Large
- XXL &
XXXL.

T Shirts
£13.00

You'll notice
all our
models are
wearing the
new Slip
Over Scarf
£8.50 top left.
These are
available in
orange or
black and well in time for Christmas.

Gina is the
person to see
about the current
availability of
styles and colours
for the rest of the
Cossack Owner's
Club range. Cloth
badges, metal pins and stickers are also
available at 01780 72042 or
regalia@cossackownersclub.co.uk
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