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President ~ Peter J Ballard. 
 
Machine Identification and Registration: 
Peter J Ballard: 01225 891634 
idandreg.cossackownersclub@gmail.com 
 
Editor Horizontal View (temporary): 
Peter J Ballard: 01225 891634 
horizontal.view.editor@gmail.com  
 
General Secretary:  
Tony Jones: 01942 605949 / 07504 700522 
cossackownersclub@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Phil Inman: 01780 720420 
coc.inman@mail.com 
 
Membership Secretary:  
Gina Inman: 01780 720420  
membership@cossackownersclub.co.uk 
 
Show Organiser:  
Carl Booth: 01253 720327 
comradecarl01@mail.com 
 

Non-committee positions 

Webmaster  www and FB moderator 
Dave Cox: 01794 884492 
kamuro@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Regalia sales:  
Andrew Binns  bynnsi@gmail.com 
 
As always please appreciate that most of us are 
working, looking after family or even riding and 
working on our motorcycles when you contact us 
for advice or support - many thanks. 

I hope you will enjoy my hopefully penultimate HV, 
there are some members’ contributions compact 
but to the point, sorry some still to be included. 
 
Reason things are a bit tight is that there is a lot of 
text here to read concerning latest Government DfT 
(Dept for Transport) proposals on VHI (Vehicles of 
Historic Interest); what modifications can/will be 
allowed what may not be and what the so called ‘40 
year’ rule actually means and how that might 
change. We have great support from FBHVC 
(Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs) who 
are the formal link between DfT/DVLA and the clubs 
like ours. I and others read, absorb and respond to 
these proposals, so as to protect all our rights and 
also to ensure that true representative Historic 
motor vehicles are preserved. 
 
We have had very few but useful responses to the 
possible changes in the way our club is 
administered for roles of treasurer, membership, 
management of the COC FaceBook & website 
content. 
 
I hope the technical pages in this issue are of 
interest to those want to know more about where 
our bikes came from and where they are going! 
 
 

Do Not Miss your AGM and 
the East European Rally on 

24th August 2024 
 
 

~ Cheers Peter ~ 
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Selected range of Soviet motorcycles from 1960’s 
taken from a Soviet domestic products sales 
brochure. From top:  
S354 racing motorcycle. 
K55 SIM sports, developed into the Minsk 125cc. 
M72 sidecar outfit. 
IZH 56 350cc single cylinder. Later Planeta. 
K55 Road. 
K175 later to be the much loved Voskhod. 

M73 IMZ Ural 8.102  Conceived in 1976 and 
prototyped in 1980.  
750cc. 46 bhp. 5 speed gearbox   
12v 150 watt alternator. 
Hydraulic operated rear brake. 
 
We had to wait until c2000 for the production 
750cc OHV Ural. I read that the early 1999 
motors were 720cc for solos and 825cc for outfits. 
 

IMZ-Ural 8.1237 “Wolf”  1999. 

Ural Cobra 750cc OHV (13 made. 12 sold for 
the English market and 1 in Irbit museum) 

This magazine was beautifully printed by  
Thistle Print Ltd, Unit 6, Aston Court, Bramley 

Leeds, LS13 2AF 01132 040600 
www.thistleprint.co.uk  

New members as of end May 
Julian Garcia-Gomez         Romney Marsh. 
Keith Greenaway               Cranleigh, Surrey. 
David Nurse.                      Southsea, Hants. 
Paul Morris                         Horncastle, Lincs. 
Alex Hatherall                     Poynton, Cheshire. 
Frank Heath                        Wrexham, Wales. 

The opinions and advise in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the Cossack Owners Club. 
Owners and those that modify or service their 

motorcycles do so at their own risk. 

There is a range of uber cool clothing available to 
display your allegiance to the community, sized 
from Medium to XXXL in some instances. 
 
There is a choice of standard club logo or a star 
type logo. 
 
Hoodies to special order  £21.50 
Full or half jip fleeces  £25.00 
Tee Shirts   £13.00 
Wooly Hats    £8.50 
“Buff” style neck tubes   £8.50 
 
Also cloth badges, metal pins, stickers etc 
 

For full range and latest prices. 
Contact Gina see contacts list. 

A Warm Welcome to 

Club Regalia 

Rear Cover 

Front Cover 
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PLEASE always check the 
event is on before planning. 
Latest news will be on 
www.cossackownersclub.co.uk/noticefications  

~ Rallies and Events ~ 
 
29 May 3/5th. Condor Farm, Dent, Cumbria. 

Hazel with Paul’s M66 Serenity top between 
Haworth and Hebden Bridge. The guy in the 
background is waiting for the AA because his 
hardtailed Harley stopped.  
Member, Paul and Phil in intense discussion. 

 
June 27/30th. MZ Carrog Rally, Station 
Camping, Carrog North Wales, LL21 9BD 
£10pppn. Although this is a MZ Club event, the 
COC has such a cross over of membership and 
depth of common interest that all COC members 
are invited. The event is traditionally well attended 
and I'm sure it'll attract many of the Usual Suspects.  
 
July 12/14th. Leisure Lakes, Mere Brow, 
Southport Lancashire, PR4 6JB. Around £10ppn 
It looks like the site will be undergoing 
redevelopment during the summer but our little 
patch of lush grass outside the gates of the caravan 
park should be unaffected. Last years there was an 
autojumble on the Sunday, & maybe Tony' will 
repeat a ride out to the Lawn Mower Museum in 
Southport and ice cream on the seafront later. 

There's a little shop, a burger van and a bar on site 
and if you're really lucky, live music in the music 
hall.  
 
Check first email cossackownersclub@gmail.com 
  
July 18/21st. Talybont Farm Camping, Talybont 
on Usk near Brecon, Wales, LD3 7YJ £9pppn. 
The Campsite is in Talybont village almost opposite 
the pub and along the street a bit from the cafe.  
 
The canal runs high above the street with the 
opportunity to watch tourists in the longboats cope 
with the lock, and to walk the tow path. The river 
Usk runs alongside the campsite through the 
woods. If it's really tipping it down, because this is 
Wales after all, there's an easy bus into Brecon & 
back. Also because this is Wales and in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park, ride outs in the sunshine 
are wonderful.  
 

August 23/25th.      ~ COC AGM  ~ 

Eastern European Rally, Greetham Community 
Centre, Greetham, Oakham Rutland, LE15 7NG. 
£24 per unit, that's tent and friends for the 
whole weekend. NB, this date has been moved 
because of a campsite clerical oversight and 
the £24 is an apologetic concession. Breakfast 
and evening meals will be available from the 
clubhouse which also has a bar. There'll be a 
ride out organised for Saturday morning.  
 
The AGM itself will be on Saturday afternoon. 
This is your chance to have your say in how the 
COC is run.  
 
A camping weekend is like six months of 
Facebook posts all in two days, but real, with 
drinking, eating and riding. You get to smell the 
motorcycles run and sometimes touch their 
entrails.  
 
August 29th/1st September. MZ Riders Club 
AGM, The Crown, Middlesmoor near Pateley 
Bridge, North Yorkshire, HG3 5ST. £10pppn. 
Free tea and coffee all weekend, in the MZ club 
gazebo. The campsite is behind the pub at the end 
of the road, where the tarmac stops on what feels 
like the top of Nidderdale. The rough track even 
further up leads to Scar House Reservoir and an 
opportunity to watch grouse. In the past, ride outs 
from Middlesmoor have been organised by Bynnzi 
whose wealth of local knowledge and familiarity 
with every pub and brewery in the area made 
Saturday remarkably complete.  
 
Although this is the MZ Club's AGM, COC members 
are more than welcome to enjoy the associated 
camping weekend. We have quite a substantial 
crossover of members these days. The Voskhod is 
an honorary MZ now, but slower.  
 

Events in 2024 
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September 13/15th ~ Paul Codling’s do. Norfolk 
'n' Good camping weekend at Woodhill Park, 
Cromer Road, East Runton, Cromer, Norfolk 
NR27 9PX 
This is a clifftop, family holiday campsite with typical 
North Norfolk coastal views, soft camping grass, 
lovely plumbing and a shop.  We've booked 20 
pitches on Friday and Saturday nights and 5 on 
Thursday for those who'd like get there early.  To 
secure your place contact the campsite on 01263 
512242 or at info@woodhill-park.com quoting 
the 437066 booking reference so the campsite 
know who you are. Do this earlier rather than later 
because although the campsite don't expect to be 
packed out this weekend, end of season hot 
weather could fill the campsite unexpectedly.  You 
might get away with not booking but if you just turn 
up, who knows, you might not be lucky. 
NB, After the end of July, the campsite will release 
our unfilled pitches if they're under pressure, so 
book before then to be safe. 
Our pitches do not have electric hook ups but the 
campsite has lots of those. If you want one, contact 
the campsite and tell them that when you book, 
again earlier is better than later.   
Our no electric pitches cost £10 + £3.15 per person 
per night, so two people in one tent or camper van 
on Friday and Saturday will cost £26.30.   
As a special concession, we don't need to clear the 
site until noon on Sunday. Hopefully we'll have the 
COC gazebo just in case in rains. 
Sometimes pop up burger or chip vans turn up on 
site in the evenings but the village of East Runton 
with its two pubs & cafes only 5 minutes walk away. 
We have a ride out round the quiet, leafy lanes a 
few miles inland planned for Saturday morning but 
as ever, earlier rather than later is better because 
we want to vist The Muckleburgh Collection which 
is a Tank Museum only a few miles up the coast. 
This costs £12 entry but I think it's well worth that. If 
you want to drive a tank, I kid you not, you'll need to 
book in advance on the museum 
website, www.muckleburgh.co.uk 
Because the Tank Museum is close to the 
campsite, not going on the ride out is optional if you 
want to spend more time there. Returning to the 
campsite without getting lost on your own is easy, if 
you get bored with armoured vehicles. 
If you want a more traditional seaside holiday 
experience, the wonderful little town of Cromer is 
only a few miles away. 
All questions encouraged and answered by email 
at paulcodling@mail.com 
 
October 4/6th. Condor Farm, Dent, Cumbria, 
LA10 5QT for the second time. £8pppn  
 
Stafford 12/13th October. The Autumn Stafford 
Show, Stafford County Showground, ST28 OBD 
Contact Carl 01253 720327 for up to date info on 
that and to enquire about displaying your 
motorcycle.  
 

October 17/20th. Sentry Circle Camping, 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL6 2UD. 
£10pppn. Marquee to sit in with a barrel of beer and 
a fire pit. Northallerton is only 3miles up the road 
with pubs, shops and local amenities. There are 
some lovely roads to explore. Sometimes our 
camping weekend coincides with some sort of 
Druidic festival of pyromania which involves the 
burning of a huge pile of pallets in the adjacent 
field. Is it cold this far North in October? Not by the 
fire it isn't! The campsite is particularly lush and with 
comfortable soft earth and deep grass it's a delight 
to sleep on. We get the whole field all to ourselves.  
 
Lack of Southern events?  
Apart from The Three Magpies, there aren't any. 
For this discussion, by South, we mean the soft 
side of London. In recent times it's been apparent 
that there's a lot more enthusiasm for camping 
weekends in the North. For example, at the time of 
writing, the Northerners are camped at How Stean 
Gorge in Nidderdale in what Bynnzi calls "Little 
Switzerland". The air temperature is -1c with heavy 
snow and winds gusting to 50mph forecast for the 
weekend. They're a very special bunch of 
adventurists.  
 
We've reached the conclusion that what we need is 
a dedicated Southern rally organiser, not to try to 
compete with the brutal masochisms of the 
Yorkshiremen but to work with them in spreading 
the adventure evenly throughout the whole country. 
 
Whoever can organise whatever and however they 
like, but as a rough guideline they might like to go 
check out and negotiate with a few campsites and 
museums or local events for ride out destinations, 
find out how much it's all going to cost and let the 
club know via Facebook and Horizontal View.  
 
They could be a committee member and be able to 
discuss their plans, ask for advice and coordinate 
their efforts at executive level. Fancy that? If you 
do, the contact details are on inside pages. 
 
Below, photo from Dave Cox outside wooden  
St Nicholas Church in Sandy Lane on the 2024 
3MP tour. 
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Here we are again with another report of our show 
efforts. 
 
I managed to get a balcony stand for us as the 
forms had got lost in cyber space & never arrived 
but with help from Nicola all was saved so on we 
go. 
 
Arrival was very early on Friday (even the balcony 
lights weren't on) but I had all the parking space 
needed to unload very quickly so in an hour all was 
set up. Next was to our usual camp area but on 
arrival I spied Tony had moved to another area due 
to a waterlogged site, so after a cuppa we started to 
unload & erect the gazebo so we could be located 
by the members. All proceeded well until my 
gazebo was put up & a strong freaky wind picked 
up & turned it over breaking a couple of spars 
which were tried to be repaired but to no avail so it 
was given up, so no inside fumigator (it was missed 
as Friday night got a bit nish at -2C. 
 
During the day members arrived & camped around 
our new area (good choice Tony it was better). The 
bikes were set on the stand & all was completed, 
we had a few no shows due to unforseen 
circumstances but we filled the stand to give a good 
impression of what we like about our Soviet  
steeds.  
 
During the night we had BBQ, beer, music & good 
humour there was even a go at a new heating 
system supplied by Nick Turnham with flue pipes to 
divert smoke (cissys); bed time was around 
midnight & I was glad of my 3 blankets.  
 
Early Saturday morning after breakfast it was on 
the stand to place the final combo (always Paul), 
then we were set for the day. 
 
The sun came out & stayed out so it was a nice 
busy day we seemed to being always accosted to 
have a talk with people about the bikes with much 
interest in the 2-strokes especially Sam's Voshod 2 
as well as Tony' Mockba & everyone has an idea to 
get a combo when they looked at Phil's driven 
sidcar for the fun with Bill’s Voyage & Andrew’s 
stylish M63 with klaxon horn, parked together they 
sure stopped people.  
 
Outside the autojumble was in full trade to the good 
weather & I bet you could find some bargains if you 
tried (but i have enough projects) so I bought model 
railway books instead (a USSR railway there's a 
head turner for the stand). 
 
The day went by so quickly it was soon finished so 
back to camp for a merry night which was warmer, 

round the inside/outside burner with music & songs 
being supplied by Andrew Mutter with his ukulele 
(always look on the bright side of life).  
 
Sunday was another very sunny day which was 
well received & after grub-up it was a wander round 
the halls in peace to look at the displays, there 
seemed to be more clubs this time & not as many 
spaces left empty. We had the usual British 
stalwarts some even interesting & the layout had 
been changed so a different approach ? 
 
Throughout the day we acquitted ourselves well & 
did what a club does, inform people who take an 
interest & show what we can save for the future as 
we are now relying on the next generation to carry 
on our hobby & with the young like Sam Turnham.  
 
At 4pm it was stand removal so all down for the 6 
months see you there as the Oct show will be my 
21st year of doing this (you only get 15 years for 
murder) & I'm thinking of getting a double stand if 
enough bikes can be assembled.......... 
 
The exhibitors were: 
Phil from Oxford - Dnepr driven sidecar.  
Paul the brickie - Ural retro combo 
Andrew Mutter - Ural M63. 
Bill & Wendy - Ural Voyage 
Paul Codling - Dnepr 
Tony Jones - Mockba (Moskva/Moscow) M1A1 
Sam Turnham - Voskhod 3 & Ural M63 
Yours truly- IZH Jupiter 3 
                          
 ALERT: For the October show I need to 
get at least 16 bikes for the planned double stand if 
allocated so put your name forward as it helps the 
club & you have fun as well all for FREE.you can 
reach me by email or phone & I should be at the 
East European rally in August so approach me...    
 
Dasvidanya Comrade Carl...   
 

Photos, many thanks to Paul Codling 

STAFFORD SHOW.                 
April 20/21 2024                        
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The Stand; left to right: 
Jupiter3, M63, m66, 
Ural Voyage, Voskhod3 

KMZ Dnepr MT9 branded as  
Cossack 650D  
Still very close to original externally. 

IZH Jupiter 3, branded as Cossack 350J 
shown with original 1975 SATRA advert 

left to right:  
Urals M63, M66 & rare Voyage, Voskhod3 

Dnepr 650cc in sidecar drive spec’. 

Dnepr 650cc MT10-36 motor. 

Voskhod3 shown 
with the 1975 
SATRA advert 

Mockba M1A1  
developed from the 
DKW RT125 
forerunner to the 
Minsk on the right. 
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2023 MT9, Jupiter3 & Ural 750 

David’s Chang Jiang Pekin 
Express 650cc 
www.f2motorcycles.ltd.uk 

 
COC members photos 

off FaceBook 

Andrew Mutter & Sue  Distinguished 
Gentleman's Ride Bishops Stortford 

John Graham’s Chang Jiang 

Septimus Codpiece’s Jupiter2 outfit 

John Graham’s Dnepr custom, 
in progress 

Katherine Short and a 2007 Ural Tourist in NZ 

Glenn Moores in Scotland 

We are always looking for photos for HV so these are 
some sucked off our FaceBook page, they show the 
COC covers a wide range of bikes and owners, long 
may it last! We just need bikes, owners and members! 
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FREE High rise handlebars with ‘br’ ,and crash 
bars come off ‘Soviet Knight’, Contact 
johnhoworth@outlook.com  
 

Wanted. Pair metal sidepanels for 1990's Minsk 
3/Regent .  DComrade Carl...   

Neval Motorcycles Ltd as a UK manufacturer! 
Alan and Neville registered their company not only 
as a dealer but also as a manufacturer. They fitted 
their own frame plates in place of the KMZ 
originals. Example shown is odd as it states MT12
-36 and 649cc, but of course the MT12 was 750cc 
and around 26 bhp. Maybe it was a MT12 with the 
MT10-36 engine, effectively a MT16, I do not 
recall the bike I photographed - sorry. 

But of more interest is that Nevals did fit a 
BMW GS80 engine into a MT16 and sold it 
as the Siberia. So useful evidence that in the 
UK there was a Dnepr sold with a BMW 
engine so does not need to be tested against 
MSVA and be assigned a ‘Q’ reg. 

‘Q’ Registered Ural? Only I have ‘seen’. 
 
Brief summary; prior to yr 2000 DVLA would 
assign a ‘Q’ if the year of manufacture of a new 
vehicle was unknown BUT there was no 
requirement to put the bike through a test.  
After yr2000 there was the Single Vehicle 
Approval that was then split, for motorcycles and 
three wheelers MSVA Motorcycle Single Vehicle 
Approval and IVA Individual Vehicle Approval for 
cars. The MSVA for motorcycles requires certain 
‘e’ standards to be met, protection from sharp 
edges but most is like an expanded MoT. 
An unknown year is odd as the factory frame plate 
would have the date, example below left. So 
probably not registered by Nevals and maybe part 
of the stock released when the company closed. 
 
Left 1987 IMZ frame plate. Right ‘Q’ reg’d Ural  in 
June 1994, illegal plate should be black on yellow. 
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Production        : 16,500 pieces 
Displacement   : 745 cc 
Cylinder            : 2  PS / KW 26 / 19 
Bore x Stroke   : 78 mm x 78mm 
Top speed: 95 Km/h  Min speed  : 3 Km/h 
Fuel consumption: 6,5 liters/100 km 
Gradientability 40 %. Fordability : 350 mm 
Gear: 4 road- 1 off road- 1 back 
Weight: Unladen 420 Kg      Gross 840 Kg 
 
The clever bit of the BMW sidecar wheel drive is that the drive is through an epicyclic differential that 
splits the torque in the typical weight on the rear wheel and the sidecar wheel, so approx 70% v 30%.  
To stop one wheel spinning in mud or snow a selectable diff-lock was incorporated to drive the sidecar 
wheel at the same speed as the rear wheel.  

Sidecar wheel drive 
BMW R75 WWII derived 
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Änderungen bei der BMW R 75 www.wehrmachtsgespann.de/bmwenglisch/bmwe1.htm 
Production and delivery to Russia 1944 to end of production in September 1946 
(R75 production started 1941, same year as the Soviet M72 was in production) 

 
1944 

Delivery of the BMW R75  from chassis number 767,635                                                  31.03.44 
Air raid on the factory. Time: 12.00 o'clock    10 hits of which  2 direct hits                       20.07.44 
Air raid on the factory. Time: 12.00 o'clock    65 hit of which 11 direct hits                        11.09.44 
Air raid on the factory. Time: 13.00 o'clock    5 hit  of which    0 direct hits                        13.09.44 
News form of the factory in Eisenach that production has ceased                                     18.10.44 
  

1945 
Air raid on the factory. Time: 12.30 o'clock 8 hits of which 0 direct hits                              09.02.45 
American troops occupy the factory. 60% of it is destroyed.                                              06.04.45 
Russian troops  occupy the factory (Russian  Zone)                                                    03.07.45 
The BMW factory in Eisenach is confiscated from the County of Thüringen .                    07.09.45 
Command no. 93 from Marshal Schukow orders the start up of production              13.10.45 
 

1946 
First  reparation delivery of  8 BMW R75 to Russia from chassis number  770,000 Jan.1946 
Last BMW R75 is produced out of the remaining parts and delivered to Russia.  June 1946 
In total another 98 R75's were produced in 1946.  , from chassis number  770,097 
Production of 10 Sets spare parts for overhauling of each of 150 BMW R75.                 Sep. 1946 
 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II_reparations Ref the IARA Inter-Allied Reparation Agency. All the 
western allies received reparations directly from Germany in proportion except Poland that was excluded 
from the proceedings of the IARA by demand from the Soviet Union. The Allies agreed as part of 
the Potsdam Agreement, that the Soviet Union collects and distributes the Polish share of reparations. 
Furthermore, the Soviet Union would extract its share of reparations mostly from the territory in its own 
occupation zone.[2][3]  
So from 1945 Russia had direct access to the R75 factories and thus the designs. Bear in mind Russia 
was already producing the BMW R71 under licence as the M72 but with no sidecar wheel drive. It is likely 
that the Soviet army had acquired a R75 with the sidecar wheel drive on the Eastern Front and were well 
on the way to reverse engineering it, but then got the R75 as reparations in 1946. The M73 was produced 
in 1944 based on the rear plunger frame of the M72, as the R75 had no rear suspension. 



12 

 

The full time (always engaged) epicyclic differential was used on the Dnepr MB650M, MT12, MT16 and 
Ural ‘Sportsman’. 
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I first obtained the full MT16 sidecar drive set up from 
Nevals and grafted it onto a M66 for serious trail riding. I 
then fitted the MT16 sidecar drive to my Dnepr MT10-36 to 
make a MT12, I also had the differential locking facility 
fitted. Great on the green lanes but steering very heavy on 
sealed roads as can not steer on the throttle, have to haul 
the bars or brake for left handers. 
 

Below are the MT12/16 sidecar drive chassis from the 
motorcycle swinging arm to the driven wheel. Note that the 
cross drive shaft runs faster than wheel speed to reduce 
torque and also in the opposite direction as it is geared up 
on the bike and geared down on the sidecar. 

Left shows is a year 2000 Ural Sportsman 
IMZ-8.107 650cc with the KMZ Dnepr derived 
epicyclic differential BUT with a simpler cross 
shaft to the sidecar wheel. The differentials 
were a bit fragile even though the MT16 was 
more robust than the MT12, issue was if you 
lifted the sidecar wheel then as it landed 
huge shocks went through the differential.  
 
Bottom left: IMZ soon went to a selectable 
sidecar drive through a dog clutch, but only a 
right hand sidecar.  
 
Bottom right, in 2020 a sophisticated sidecar 
drive was developed to drive a left hand 
sidecar for Australia mainly but also UK. 
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A sidecar is an accessory so must be able to be 
removed, typically by unbolting either by removing 
bolts through clevis’ or slackening off clamps 
around a ball joint. If it is permanently welded on 
then legally it is no longer a motorcycle. Beware 
some insurance brokers ask if the sidecar is 
permanently attached, what they are really asking is 
if the intention is to ride the bike solo as that will 
change the insurance policy. 
 
Who imported the driven sidecar wheel outfits? 
When I worked at SATRA who branded the 
motorcycles they sold as ‘Cossacks’ I showed the 
Service Manager Bob Manns (ex ISDT ride for 
Triumph) a Russian article on the MT12, bearing in 
mind SATRA were selling the flat twins of the Ural 
M66 and the Dnepr MT9, he was not interested, far 
too old tech’. So SATRA never brought in a MT12, I 
also never heard of any being personal imports.  
 
Neval Motorcycles Ltd (Nevals) took over in around 
1979. They temporarily stopped the Urals as the 
M67-36 had poor gearbox durability (soft selector 
forks) so in the 650cc class concentrated on the 
Dnepr MT10-36 BUT they did import the MT12, 
750cc SV with epicyclic differential to the sidecar 
wheel. In one of my visits to Nevals I had a test ride 
on a MT12, as I was keen to throw the MT12 
around I lifted the sidecar wheel (showing off again) 
but as it came down it kicked the outfit to the left 
violently as the wheel was spinning very fast of 
course. Bit scary, but great in the mud even with no 
diff’ lock.  

So Nevals sold the MT12 with the right hand 
sidecar as this was still before 1st August 1981 
when it was illegal to use such on the road.  
Then in 1980/81 our UK Government decided to 
stop the fitment of sidecars to the righthand side of 
newly registered motorcycles, reason unclear.   

This was well discussed in sidecar circles and the 
BMF (British Motorcyclists Federation) that we were 
members of along with various sidecar clubs 
decided not to fight the proposal wary of inclusion of 
the whole subject of how ‘dangerous’ sidecars are 
with no seat belts, no head light and no need for 
helmet to be worn! Advice from the lawyers for the 
BMF was not to oppose, as the bill was right at the 
end of the day’s sessions and would not even be 
voted on, but it crept in and it is where we are! 
 
C&U (Constructin & Use) Regulation 93. “No 
person shall use or cause or permit to be used on a 
road any two-wheeled motor cycle registered on or 
after 1st August 1981, not being a motor cycle 
brought temporarily into Great Britain by a person 
resident abroad, if there is a sidecar attached to the 
right (or off) side of the motor cycle.” 
 
BMF advice at the time was that this law related to 
registration anywhere in the world, so if your 
imported Soviet bike had a registration from USSR 
before 1st Aug 1981 then the sidecar could still go 
on the right. I accepted this advice for years, but the 
advice was wrong/misguided.  
 
We advised that when a V5c was issued to check 
that the date in cell B was the actually the date of 
registration anywhere in the world based on an old 
foreign registration document and that the date in 
cell B[1] was the date of first UK registration and 
that it was important as the date in cell B was the 
date that defined if the sidecar could go on the right. 
BUT after too many years it became clear after 
those with a better understanding of UK road 
vehicle law convinced us that as the C&U 
regulations are part of UK law then those dates can 
only be related to UK registrations not foreign. 
 
However all was not lost, the UK regulations in the 
1980s/90s for the wheel plan of a motor tricycle was 
open so could have a single front wheel or a single 
rear wheel or asymmetrical more like a motorcycle 
and sidecar!  
 
Nevals then brought in the MT16 with the MT10-36 
engine and sold as a motor tricycle, within the law. 

When is a sidecar not 
a side car and does 
the side matter (UK) 
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There was one court case of illegal use of a 
motorcycle with a right hand sidecar against an 
owner but case was thrown out. Story goes the 
police were asked if with no sidecar fitted could the 
bike be ridden, so it was taken off and a police 
office tried to ride it and the sidecar drive from the 
differential just spun freely, went nowhere! 
 
Now remember we were in the EU with all the 
benefits that brought. Then in June 2003 the UK 
adopted a few EU vehicle laws including that a 
motor tricycle now had to have a symmetrical wheel 
plan. I am struggling to find reference to that date 
but I found this from the DfT. 
 
www.statewatch.org/media/documents/news/2004/
feb/uk-eu-driving-licence.pdf  November 2000 
 
A4.4. Cars and light vans (Articles 4, 7.1, and 8.2 of 
the Commission's proposals).   A new optional 
category (B1) of motor-powered tricycles and light 
quadricycles would be introduced with definitions as 
follows (Articles 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3). Access to this 
optional category would be from age 16 (Article 7.1
(a)).   Tricycle means a vehicle with three 
symmetrical wheels and an engine with a cubic 
capacity in excess of 50 cubic centimetres in the 
case of an internal combustion engine and/or the 
maximum design speed of which is in excess of 45 
km/h.  
 
So that stopped Nevals selling the MT16. Trouble 
was later that the MoT did not take into account 
these few MT16 sold between 1st Aug 1981 and 
June 2003 as a Motor Tricycle now had a different 
test from a motor cycle and sidecar. A Motor 
Tricycle now had to have tested two headlights, 

brake balance across the vehicle and seat belts. 
MT16 could not meet those. I suspect this was an 
unintended consequence. MoT testers can cheat I 
guess or the owner can rebuild into an pre 1981 
frame? 
 
www.gov.uk/guidance/mot-testing-guide/a-
introduction  published 8th Feb 2022 
 
Class 2 vehicles are all motorcycles and motorcycle 
combinations, including electrically powered 
variants, other than those in category L1. 
They can be category L3 or L4. 
Their first test will be required after 3 years. 
 
Class 3 vehicles are 3 wheeled vehicles not more 
than 450kg unladen weight (excluding motor 
bicycles with side cars). 
 
A motor tricycle is a three wheeled vehicle with 
wheels symmetrically arranged, a maximum 
speed over 45km/h, or engine size over 50cc. 
If the motor tricycle has an unladen weight not more 
than 450kg it is a class 3 test. 
 
 
So that’s where we are with a Ural or Dnepr and 
driven sidecar wheel, that is until 2020 when IMZ 
designed a sophisticated drive through the rear 
wheel from the bevel box out to the left to drive the 
sidecar wheel through a dog clutch.  
 
The Ural TWD! So the latest 750cc fuel injected 
twin with selectable sidecar drive with sidecar on 
the left! 
 
How does it work? 
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Ural TWD LH sidecar drive available in the UK through: 
 
The Sidecar Guys 
https://www.sidecarexperience.co.uk 
Location: Morpeth. Whitehouse Farm Centre 
Email: Contact@thesidecarguys.com 
Phone: +44 7889721391 
 
Oakley Motorcycles 
https://oakleymotorcycles.co.uk/ 
Unit 1 Chalklin Works, Bircholt Road, Maidstone, Kent 
ME15 9XT 
Contact: 01622 909414 

The 2020 Ural design of the selectable sidecar wheel drive specifically for the countries that drive on the 
left. Main markets being Australia and UK where their governments protect us from riding a motorcycle 
with a sidecar on the right. 
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On 9th May 2024, the Department for Transport 
(DfT) and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
(DVLA) launched a call for evidence around the 
existing policies and registration processes for 
historic, classic and rebuilt vehicles. 
 
The aim is to seek expertise and knowledge about 
whether these policies need updating to reflect 
evolving technologies that support the restoration 
and rebuilding of these vehicles. 
 
DfT and DVLA are very keen to tap into a range of 
experience, views and research to help identify 
areas of potential change, whilst ensuring that road 
safety and accurate vehicle records on the national 
register remain a key priority. 
 
The call for evidence asked for evidence on a 
number of topics including: 
1 Historic/classic vehicles registration 
Ed, this affects COC members. 
 
2 Rebuilt and restored vehicles 
Ed, this affects COC members. 
 
3 Kit-built vehicles  
4 vehicles converted to electric propulsion 
5 Q registration numbers 
Ed, this affects a few COC members. 
 
6 The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 
Ed, this affects COC members. 
 
The Federation of Historic Vehicle Clubs [FBHVC] 
is one of the few formal intermediaries between the 
DfT and the owners’ clubs. The COC is a staunch 
member of the FBHVC and receive great support 
mainly on this subject of registration of imported 
’vintage’ Soviet (and ex-Soviet thus Russian 
Federation) and Chinese (peoples Republic of 
China) motorcycles. We also advise FBHVC of 
issues we have DVLA. We have no current issues 
with DVSA (Drivers and Vehicle Standards 
Agency), our members only get involved with them 
on MSVA (Motorcycle Single Vehicle Approval) if it 
is impossible to prove a year of manufacture of their 
motorcycle and it has to be tested to what is 
effectively a cut down Type Approval or an 
expanded MoT. 
 
Obviously the consultation covers cars as well as 
motorcycles, here I will of course only cover 
motorcycles by editing out the car related sections.  
 
 

There are three main issues, these are the 
basics:- 
  
Registration of an imported ‘old’ motorcycle. 
The allocation of registration numbers is mostly 
determined by a vehicle’s date of manufacture or 
date of first registration. The law does not 
specifically define a vehicle as historic or classic, 
but a vehicle may be exempt from the payment of 
VED if it is more than 40 years old and is eligible for 
the historic vehicle tax class NB see later article.  
A vehicle keeper is legally required to notify DVLA if 
they’ve made major changes to their vehicle or if 
they’ve built a new vehicle. This requirement is not 
specific to older vehicles and applies to all vehicles, 
regardless of age. 
DVLA will issue a new 17 character VIN (Vehicle 
Identification Number) if there is not current serial 
or frame number visible or the frame has been 
modified. 
 
Modification of a motorcycle; current summary: 
i. If the motorcycle frame has been modified 
such as by converting to a ‘hard tail’ or increasing 
the ‘fork rake’ then as that will involve significant 
welding to the frame then the motorcycle has to be 
submitted for MSVA and obtain a ‘Q’ registration.  
 
ii. Classic vehicles being built using the frame 
of a previously unregistered vehicle and major 
components all more than 25 years old will be 
assigned a registration number based on the age of 
the youngest component. Vehicles built using a 
mixture of new and used components will be 
assigned a ‘Q’ registration number.  
 
iii. Reconstructed Classics or Rebuilt/Restored. 
If a motorcycle is assembled out of major 
components more than 25 years old to match a 
specified model then an age-related registration 
number will be issued will be based on the age of 
the youngest component used.  
However a rebuilt vehicle using a mix of new and 
period components with an unaltered frame plus 
such as engine & gearbox then the original 
registration can be kept, if not then has to go 
through MSVA and issued with a ‘Q’. 
 
iv. Radically altered vehicles are defined as 
vehicles which are substantially changed from their 
original specification but using an unaltered frame 
plus such as engine and gearbox; [Ed this does 
overlap Rebuilt/restored vehicles]. 
 
Please bear in mind the above current definitions 
are summarised from DfT document here: 
www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/
registering-historic-classic-rebuilt-vehicles-and-
vehicles-converted-to-electric-call-for-evidence/
registering-historic-classic-rebuilt-vehicles-and-
vehicles-converted-to-electric#what-other-countries
-do 
This call for evidence runs until 4 July 2024. 

DfT/DVLA  
Consultation/Proposals 
With help from FBHVC 
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These DfT proposals will come back to hurt 
many of our UK members I and FBHVC are 
sure - but as always only if the owners are 
caught out like they are in parts of the EU.  
 
These are FBHVC responses. I have edited their 
response to make it applicable to our members and 
their motorcycles, so not cars and lorries. 
 
SECTION 1 - HISTORIC AND CLASSIC 
VEHICLES 
Q1 - What is a historic or classic vehicle? 
Answer: FBHVC consider that the international 
definition advocated by FIVA (Fédération 
Internationale des Véhicules Anciens) should be 
used. This defines a historic vehicle as “a 
mechanically propelled vehicle at least 30 years 
old, preserved and maintained in a historically 
correct condition, which is not used as means of 
daily transport and which is therefore part of our 
technical and cultural heritage.” 
 
Q2 - Should they be subject to a separate 
registration process and have their own series 
of registration numbers? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests there should be a 
separate registration process. However, there 
should not be a dedicated series of registration 
numbers to distinguish historic vehicles. 
 
Q3 - Should there be a new type of safety check 
in place? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests a one-off safety check 
following major restoration or repair work would be 
appropriate. Motorcycle Single Vehicle Approval is 
not suitable in this context. 
 
Q4 - Should there be a distinction made 
between restoration and vehicles constructed 
from a collection of old parts?  
Answer: FBVC suggests that there should not be a 
distinction between genuinely representative 
historic vehicles using a majority of period parts 
however they are constructed. Neither should 
previous registration be a criterion as registration 
history may not be available. There should however 
be a distinction between vehicles restored or 
preserved using a majority of period parts and 
replicas newly built with predominately new parts. 
 
SECTION 2 - RECONSTRUCTED CLASSIC 
VEHICLES 
Q5 - Is the current guidance is still relevant? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that the current guidance 
is still largely relevant but fails to acknowledge that 
the use of some new components is likely to be 
unavoidable.  
 
Q6 - Definition of a reconstructed classic 
vehicle? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that the current definition 
is satisfactory. It recognises that it may be 

necessary to garner parts from more than one old 
vehicle to assemble one good one.  
 
Q7 - Should it still be mandated that the 
components used to build a vehicle be more 
than 25 years old and within the period the 
model of vehicle was originally manufactured? 
Answer: FBHVC suggest that in essence it is 
appropriate but with the following caveats: 
• the use of some new (or newer) components may 
be unavoidable and should be permitted. 
• It should be more than 30 years rather than 25 
years to match the historic vehicle definition. 
• vehicle manufacturers were bound to produce 
replacement parts for 10 years after production of 
the vehicle ceased. This should be reflected in 
guidance. 
 
Q8 - Should the reconstructed classic scheme 
be specific to vehicles not previously 
registered? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that the registration or 
otherwise of a vehicle in this category is irrelevant 
and, in any case, may not be known. 
 
Q9 - What is a replica vehicle as opposed to a 
reconstructed classic or historic vehicle? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that a replica is a vehicle 
where the majority of major components are new 
whilst a reconstructed classic is a vehicle where the 
majority of major components are from the correct 
period. 
 
SECTION 4 - RESTORED or REBUILT VEHICLES  
FBHVC reasoning: 
A separate assessment process is needed as in 
general terms the longer the period of time that has 
elapsed since the vehicle ceased to be maintained 
and used the greater the degradation it will have 
suffered. This coupled with the increasing scarcity 
of original components will unavoidably require 
more far-reaching efforts to rectify. In relation to the 
information available to a purchaser of a vehicle, 
the FBHVC do not consider this to be an 
appropriate role for the DVLA. It would be difficult to 
administer and the associated cost and burden 
would not be proportionate in relation to the 
perceived problem. 
 
Q10 - Should restored vehicles continue to be 
assessed like rebuilt vehicles or should there 
be a specific process for restored vehicles? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that there should be a 
specific process. The procedure of restoring a 
historic vehicle is likely as a matter of necessity to 
differ in a number ways from that of rebuilding a 
more modern vehicle. 
 
Q11 - What should the definition of a restored 
vehicle be? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests a restored vehicle is a 
vehicle 30 or more years old which following a 
period of disrepair has been returned to a condition 
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similar to when it was new. Whilst the use of new 
components is unavoidable there should be enough 
of the original vehicle remaining to enable a suitably 
knowledgeable person to identify make, model and 
approximate year of manufacture.   
 
Q12 - Should there be separate policies for 
different vehicle types (motorcycles, cars, vans) 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that for maximum clarity 
and simplicity, there should be a single policy of a 
generic nature which can be applied to all vehicle 
types. 
 
Q13 - At what point should a chassis or 
monocoque bodyshell modification (or frame 
for motorcycles) affect the identity of a vehicle 
that has been restored? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that like-for-like repairs 
carried out to a good quality standard should not 
affect the identity of the vehicle, nor should minor 
modifications (eg the addition or deletion of a small 
bracket or the drilling of holes). Modifications similar 
to those known to have been carried out in period 
should not affect the identity [Ed this also covers 
addition of sidecar mounts on the left to meet DVSA 
C&U Reg 93].  
 
Q14 - Should a consumer purchasing a vehicle 
know if it has had major restoration work done 
to it? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that purchasers, owners 
and prospective owners of historic vehicles 
supported by the specialist clubs are generally very 
knowledgeable and will recognise the likelihood of 
historic vehicles having undergone a major 
restoration and be able to assess the implications. 
It is not considered necessary or proportionate for 
the registration system to indicate this. 
 
SECTION 6 - RADICALLY ALTERED VEHICLES  
Q16 - What should the definition of a radically 
altered vehicle be and why? 
Answer: In principle FBHVC, consider the existing 
definition to be satisfactory 
 
Q17 - Is the current guidance is still relevant? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that the guidance is still 
broadly relevant but should be extended to include 
used chassis/monocoque/frame as in many cases 
new items are not available. 
 
Q18 - To what extent should a vehicle be 
radically altered before DVLA needs to be 
informed? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that obviously any 
changes affecting the information shown on the 
V5C must be informed to DVLA but beyond that it is 
not possible to define. 
 
Q19 - Should the main emphasis for assessing 
a radically altered vehicle be around 
modifications to the chassis or monocoque 

bodyshell or frame for motorcycles or should 
other components also be considered? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that other major 
mechanical changes eg engine or type of 
suspension should also be considered. 
 
SECTION 8 - Q AND QNI REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS  
Q21 - Should a Q registration number only be 
assigned to vehicles where the identity is 
unknown or cannot be determined? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that a Q reg’ should not 
be assigned until all alternatives are exhausted. 
 
Q22 - Should any modification to the chassis or 
monocoque bodyshell or frame for motorcycles 
result in a Q registration number being 
assigned to the vehicle. If not, to what extent is 
it acceptable for a vehicle to be modified before 
it’s assigned a Q registration number? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that only major 
alterations to structural components should cause a  
Q registration to be issued. Like-for-like repairs 
should not be considered as modifications. Safety 
related changes, eg fitting seatbelts, should be 
considered on their merits by a technically 
competent assessor. 
 
Q23 - Should a consumer purchasing a vehicle 
to know if it’s been modified? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests it is not the role of the 
registration authority to judge the significance of 
modifications. Owners and purchasers of historic 
vehicles are knowledgeable and capable of 
assessing a vehicle. See response in relation to Q4 
 
Q24 - Should historic and classic vehicles that 
have been rebuilt or restored be assigned an 
alternative age-related registration number 
instead of a Q registration number? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that a normal series 
registration appropriate to the age of the vehicle 
should be issued. 
 
SECTION 9 - ALLOCATION OF DVLA VIN  
Q25 - In what circumstances do you think DVLA 
should allocate a VIN? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests when no other id’ can be 
established or when the original identity of the 
vehicle has completely changed. 
 
Q26 - A VIN is a unique identifier for a vehicle 
and is used by DVLA when assessing a 
vehicle’s originality and identity. This is done 
by checking archives and obtaining information 
from experts in the field. Where the original VIN 
is no longer present, how could DVLA 
authenticate a vehicle’s identity and originality 
instead of allocating a DVLA VIN? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that the specialist 
historic vehicle clubs have a wealth of knowledge 
and experience of their particular vehicles often 
supported by substantial archives. Their members 
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are likely to have similar vehicles that could be 
referenced for comparison purposes. In many 
cases experts can date vehicles to within a year or 
so by feature. All avenues of this nature should be 
exhausted before a vehicle is defaced with a new 
VIN. 
 
Q28 - The DVLA currently allocate a DVLA VIN 
where a chassis or monocoque bodyshell or 
frame for motorcycles has been replaced or 
modified. Modern vehicles have the VIN hard-
coded into electronic control units and 
potentially stamped or engraved on other 
components. In these instances, do think you a 
DVLA VIN is still relevant? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that in many cases the 
DVLA VIN is not relevant and in any case the 
allocation of a DVLA VIN may prove problematic. 
 
Note: Given the 30-year-old definition of historic this 
issue is relevant to the newer vehicles in the cohort. 
 
SECTION 10 - WHAT DO OTHER COUNTRIES 
DO IN THIS AREA?  
Q29 - Is there any best practice from other 
countries that could be implemented here? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests they are aware of the 
very many different procedures used throughout the 
world but have insufficient detailed knowledge of 
them to offer constructive comment. 
 

SECTION 11 - INDEPENDENT ADVISORY 
GROUPS  
Q30 - Should DVLA explore the option of setting 
up independent advisory groups to support the 
registration process for historic vehicles? 
Answer: FBHVC suggests that as noted earlier in 
the survey, the specialist clubs have considerable 
knowledge and attempts should be made to utilise 
this. The current V765 or Reconstructed Classic 
schemes could provide a template. 
 
Q31 - If you wish to put forward any evidence, 
suggestions or ideas not already mentioned 
around the registration processes, please 
provide thoughts around how these might work. 
Answer: FBHVC would like to see a registration 
regime which actively seeks to find ways in which a 
problematic vehicle can be registered and is open 
to accepting judgement decisions rather than a 
systemised yes/no approach. [Ed very good point!] 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Well done if you managed to wade through all that! 
Some of the changes will just help to clarify the 
existing UK regulations but some as mentioned 
before will curtail some of our members activities 
such as eligibility for zero VED and no MoT after 30 
years not 40 years, not using a Historic vehicle as 
daily transport limit on allowed modifications. 

~ Peter J Ballard~ 

Hi my name is Irmantas Jankus, I joined the club Feb 2023. This 
is my short biog. I'm originally from Lithuania been here since 
2005. I have been around these bikes since I was a kid. Since I 
came to UK I said to myself I will get one again and I bought 
MT9. I built K750 engine to replace MT9 engine.  
 
Statue is in Lincoln at the International Bomber Command 
Centre. I brought bike from Lithuania just before Brexit, it was in 
very sorry condition. 
Had to get new 
fenders from 
Germany, ones on 
the bike was beyond 

repair. I had to order parts from Germany, Russia, Ukraine 
and found same parts here in UK.  
 
All work was done by me, I used to restore Soviet bikes for 
living it was nothing new to me. We used to restore them and 
ship to USA, good times.  
 
I swapped engine for K750 just because it's simple and 
reliable and it is narrower then 650 so I can put brake pedal 
up front I do have bad knee. It makes braking better for me. I 
used to do 10,000 km over the Summer on my K750 and it 
never let me down.  
 
Did UK sidecar side conversion last year. I'm trying to take it 
out as often as I can, it makes my day every single time. My 
kids love going in the sidecar especially my son can't go 
anywhere without him. And I fitted voltage converter from 6v 
to 12v for led headlight it make big difference. 
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There is not a lot in these proposals that in my 
assessment negatively affects our members and 
their motorcycles. A lot covers cars where 
modifications to chassis, monocoques and bodies 
are controlled. 
 
Registration of an imported ‘old’ Soviet 
motorcycle.  
The proposal suggests that there should be a 
separate DVLA process set up for the registration 
of Historic vehicles, I agree—however the COC is 
one of a few UK clubs that have achieved a 
designated manager at DVLA to assess all COC 
member’s V55/5 registration applications. 
 
What is ’Historic’? 
Much of EU consider 30 years to be the age at 
which a vehicle is considered as Historic so of 
cultural significance BUT then there are significant 
restrictions on modifications to the vehicle away 
from the original specification and it can not be 
used as a daily transport. Also can not be used 
commercially that I seem to recall. 
 
Modifications. 
Currently if a frame is significantly modified by 
cutting and/or welding to add for example a ’hard 
tail’ or increase the rake of the front forks then the 
motorcycle has to go through MSVA (Motorcycle 
Single Vehicle Approval) and be assigned a ‘Q’ 
registration. This will not change. 
There is ambiguity in the rules if an engine from 
another manufacturer is fitted in place of the 
original engine; so in our cases this might be a 
BMW motor in a Ural or Dnepr. Certainly if say a 
Honda Civic engine is fitted into say Lotus Elise 
then as that engine was never fitted by Lotus that 
Elise should go for IVA (Individual Vehicle 
Approval) but I suspect that does not happen in 
practice. The rule does not specifically cover 

motorcycles but advice from VMCC (Vintage 
Motorcycle Club) experts and fear by the FBHVC 
that the fitment of nonoriginal engines should 
trigger a MSVA test and a ‘Q’ registration. It is clear 
that IMZ never fitted a BMW engine but there were 
various EU dealers who were classed also as 
manufacturers did convert Dneprs to BMW power, 
as did Nevals too when they produced the ‘Siberia’ 
a Dnepr MT16 with the GS80 BMW motor. 
 
‘Reconstructed Classic’  
No member yet has assembled from parts a 
motorcycle that is indistinguishable from one out of 
the factory, so same specification of a chosen year. 
If done would be eligible for ‘Reconstructed Classic’ 
status and be assigned an age related registration. 
The main reason for this is that to achieve this 
properly need receipts for all the major units, and 
most collect the parts over many years and never 
got receipts.   
OR  
What I assume happens is if the motorcycle frame 
being used has a frame number that can be used to 
date the frame or has an original frame plate still 
correctly attached with a clear serial number and 
year then the owner can build that into a complete 
motorcycle from parts. If that motorcycle uses major 
components from the same manufacturer even over 
few decades then that will be accepted by DVLA 
and an age related registration will be assigned.  
 
‘Q’ registration and new DVLA VIN 
(VIN Vehicle Identification Number) 
Putting a motorcycle where the year of manufacture 
can not be proved as there is no frame plate and 
the frame stamp has either been removed or can 
not be used to prove a year of manufacture then 
the motorcycle has to go through MSVA (Motor 
Cycle Single Vehicle Approval). There is one Ural 
being prepared now, for a one off it is not too 
difficult; the inspectors’ manual is free to download 
from DVSA website. Once passed the MSVA then 
DVLA will assign a ‘Q’ and issue a new 17 
character VIN that needs to be stamped on the 
frame. 
 

~ Peter J Ballard ~ 

DfT/DVLA  
Consultation/Proposals 
My COC observations 

‘Going to work’ 1960 Vladimir V. Ternovykh, b. 1927 Russia 
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I have edited this FBHVC guidance only to remove 
specific references to cars or commercial vehicles. 
 
Historic MOT and Vehicle Tax Exemption 
Questions Answered | Federation of British Historic 
Vehicle Clubs (fbhvc.co.uk)  
 
Historic Vehicle Tax and MoT - the '40-year rule' 
Please see FBHVC guidance below - but note that 
once your vehicle passes '40 years old' you need to 
take specific actions to make changes for both the 
vehicle tax (Vehicle Excise Duty - VED) and MoT, 
as they do not  'automatically' change. 
If you do nothing, you will continue to need to pay 
VED and obtain a MoT certificate, irrespective of 
the vehicle's age. 
 
Also, note that there is not a direct connection 
between the criteria for registration in the ‘historic’ 
tax class and hence exemption from VED, and the 
criteria to be considered as a Vehicle of Historic 
Interest (VHI) and thus qualify for MoT  exemption. 
 
In fact, they are separate situations with no 
commonality other than '40 years' and even that is 
applied differently! 
 
Is my vehicle exempt from vehicle tax? 
A vehicle which has attained 40 years age, whilst 
being test exempt, will need to continue to pay 
vehicle excise duty in the 'private light goods' or 
other relevant tax class until April of the following 
year. 
You can tax your vehicle in the 'historic vehicle' tax 
class from 1 April if your vehicle is recorded on the 
V5C registration certificate (log book) as "first 
registered" (in UK) more than 40 years ago (i.e. 
1983) and is one of the qualifying vehicles listed in 
the DVLA leaflet INF34. 
 
The DVLA allows a few days grace at the year end, 
for "first registered" dates up to and including 7 
January 1984, to qualify to be tax exempt. 
 
Currently, a vehicle "first registered" on/prior to 
7 January 1984, will be classed by the DVLA as 
having been built in 1983, therefore it is tax exempt 
from 1 April 2024. 
If your vehicle was 'first registered' after this date, 
up to 31 December 1984, you will need to wait until 
1 April 2025. 
Younger vehicles become eligible in the April after 
the year in which they become 40 years old.  
 
For example, a vehicle "first registered" in February 
1984 will be eligible to tax as a historic vehicle from 
1 April 2025. 
Please note: While the DVLA notes say that a 

vehicle is eligible to tax as a historic vehicle if it was 
"built or first registered more than 40 years ago", 
this  statement can cause confusion. The two 
instances are NOT interchangeable. For 
vehicles sold new in the UK and first registered in 
the UK it is the 'first registration' date that is used to 
determine eligibility. The phrase "built more than 40 
years ago" refers only to vehicles that were sold 
new and first registered in another country (and 
therefore have been imported secondhand into the 
UK). In this case, the front of your V5C will say 
'Declared manufactured in 19xx', while the '1st 
registration' date on page 2 will show the date when 
it was registered in the UK. 
DVLA leaflet INF34 gives further information, and 
official details are here: https://www.gov.uk/historic-
vehicles 
 
How do I apply for vehicle tax exemption? 
Apply at a Post Office that deals with vehicle tax. 
You need to take: 
# The log book (V5C) in your name 
# Your vehicle tax reminder letter (V11), if you have 
one 
# A MOT certificate that’s valid when the tax 
starts, or the completed declaration form if your 
vehicle is exempt from an MOT test using DVLA 
form V112 or V112G  (goods) 
# An insurance certificate or cover note (only in 
Northern Ireland.) 
 
While most Post Office branches are familiar with 
the process, sometimes newer staff are not. If so, 
simply tell the counter clerk that you wish to change 
the tax class to 'Historic Vehicle'. They go into their 
system, select 'change tax class' and the system 
guides them through the process. They will keep 
the V5C (you will be sent a replacement showing 
the new tax class) and they should date-stamp your 
V112 and attach the receipt to it and return it to you 
as evidence, should you get stopped at the 
roadside. 
 
In subsequent years a vehicle which is already in 
the historic VED class can be taxed either online or 
at a post office. 
 
What happens next? 
The Post Office sends your log book to DVLA. 
You’ll get a confirmation from DVLA within 10 
working days that the change has been made. 
DLVA will send you an updated log book within 4 
weeks.  You can still use your vehicle while your 
application is being processed. 
You will get a refund (by cheque) of any remaining 
full months of unexpired tax on a pro rata basis. 
 
Is my vehicle exempt from MOT? 
Vehicles generally become eligible for MOT 
exemption from the date they become 40 years old. 
If your vehicle (car/motorcycle/bus) has not been 
substantially altered according to the Department 
for Transport Guidance it will be exempt from MOT. 

The ‘40 year’ rule 
With help from FBHVC 

https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/mot-exemption-information
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/mot-exemption-information
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/mot-exemption-information
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However, it is your responsibility to ensure it is kept 
fully roadworthy. 
  
How do I exempt my vehicle from MOT? (cars/
motorcycles/buses) 
This is a self-declaration process to be carried out 
as part of annual licensing by DVLA by a keeper of 
a qualifying vehicle who does not wish to submit the 
vehicle to an MOT test. 
By making this simple declaration you are 
confirming that your vehicle is at least 40 years old 
and has not been substantially changed. 
If your previous MOT has expired, you only need to 
declare your vehicle as MOT exempt at the point of 
taxation in one of the following two ways: 
Visit your Post Office with a 
completed V112 or V112G (for goods vehicles) 
form   
Or tax your vehicle online. https://www.gov.uk/
vehicle-tax 
When taxing your vehicle online, all post-1960s 
vehicles will show an extra 'tick box' for you to 
complete to exempt your vehicle, whereas pre-
1960s vehicles will not.  
 
MOT test exemption - what is a 'substantial' 
change? 
The Department for Transport (DfT) has published 
a set of guidelines to assist owners in deciding 
which if any more recent changes to their vehicle 
would be considered as “substantial”. 
The DfT understands that owners may feel they 
need to consult a specialist prior to making this 
declaration and have asked the Federation of 
British Historic Vehicle Clubs to compile and 
publish on its website, a list of marque specialists 
who have indicated their willingness to advise 
owners unsure of their vehicle’s status. 
A list is published and it is continuously added to, 
as more specialists come forward. [Ed, or ask the 

COC] 
Before approaching a marque specialist you should 
study the DfT Guidelines carefully and make your 
own judgement concerning your vehicle, if you can. 
An expert or an organisation nominating an expert 
is entitled to reimbursement of any costs incurred in 
reaching or providing the opinion and may make a 
reasonable charge for the service provided, 
which may be different depending upon whether the 
keeper making the request is or is not a member. 
It is your responsibility to accurately describe your 
vehicle as no inspection will be made. Their advice 
is provided solely in relation to the declaration you 
will make regarding a Vehicle of Historical Interest 
(VHI). 
If there is not a specialist listed here for your type of 
vehicle you may contact the FBHVC Secretary 
(secretary@fbhvc.co.uk) who will advise you. 
Note 
A vehicle which has just attained 40 years age, 
whilst being test exempt, will need to continue to 
pay vehicle excise duty in the 'private light goods' or 
other relevant tax class until April of the following 
year. This vehicle may have a SORN declared 
towards the end of March (which would trigger a 
refund) in order to then be relicensed in early April 
in the historic class at a post office as outlined 
above. 
 
Finally, please note that some vehicles are exempt 
from both tax and test, certain vehicles are exempt 
from test, others are exempt from tax, and some 
vehicles are not exempt from either. 
 
Regardless, any vehicle that travels on the public 
highway must be roadworthy at all times. 
 

Text from FBHVC slightly edited by  
Peter J Ballard. 

Hello Jon, thanks for the photos, to go with this alternator you 
should have something like the CDI box attached.  That's 261 
3734, but this is definitely 12v, all good then. 

 The 12v system works by charging up the workings inside the box 
which then operates all the functions. This means running all your 
electrics off the box. The alternator itself doesn't have dedicated 
lighting coils, it's simply an AC supply for the box which then 
distributes DC. It does have separate ignition coils but these too 
are fed to the box which is 
a CDI box as well as an 
assimilator for the rest of 
the electrics. Our 
challenge is to find out 
which colour wire goes on 

which terminal on the box. The little diagrams on the box itself 
are pictures of the terminal blocks. There are wiring diagrams on 
line with the symbols on. Voskhod diagrams and Minsk are the 
same. You should be able to see which symbol means lights, 
indicators, horn etc by following the wire colours away from the 
box. 

 Good luck!  Paul Codling 

Minsk 12v electrics 
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PMZ 750 
1936  
BxS[mm] 70 x 97 
747cc  
CR 5:1  
15 bhp  
3 speed  
4.50 x 18” tyres 
Weight 206kg  
105 kph solo 
 
Obviously some 1930 
Harley Davidson DAH 
inspiration for the 
engine and BMW R12 
for the frame. 
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Short leading link forks were used on the KMZ 
K750. These were not a new idea in European 
motorcycles, many used such but the most 
refined were the German Adler for road and off 
road competition. Certainly those on my K750 
gave a great ride over poor road surfaces, for an 
outfit the needle bearing wore badly as the forks 
tried to twist in corning only help inline by the 
tightness of the wheel’s axle. 

Short leading links 
forks 

ISDT Adler with extra 
telescopic damper on the 
front forks. 
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IMZ Ural M61 
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A couple of IMZ Ural M61 in the UK.  
Above in a lovely shade of brown is very original than in black below that has had a few modifications 
such as front mudguard, carbs and air intake. 
 
The frame is similar to the plunger M72 frames except on the M61 the length of the vertical frame tube 
between the rear of the frame and the elbow that the top of the suspension unit locates in is a bit longer, I 
believe. 
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IMZ Ural M73 8.102  
Conceived 1976 first prototype 1980 


