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Neval ride

high in the

sidecar

mini-boom

NOSTALGIC 1950s-style motor cycling a.nd [c:ir-
ner-appeal are rolled into one with the Nevnl

650ce combination.

This Russian-made flat-twin nuthl is a real blast from

the past, the closest you can getl to a new L[asr.“, —

apart from a 350cc Enfield India!

Not only is it .an
unusual -/ and. . attractive
package at just under
£1,500, but learners who
can find the cash can opt
for the outfit as an alter-
tive 1o 12bhp- 125ce solo
machinery. :

Is it madness to let a
learner loose on a combo?

Well, 1 was a'total
novice to the art of pilot-
ing a chair before riding
the Neval. But.I did get a
briefing on . the theory
before getting' near: lhc
bike.

All those horror stories

about outfits tipping over
..and -

on. left-handers . .
the absence of a brake on
the sidecar. wheel . . . and

the Neval's massive F001b |

bulk .. all combined to
make rule number- one:
don't panic!

There's no electric star-

-ter, of ' course.” A "draw-

back is that the bike was
designed to use a right-

hand ' sidecar. ' Now . that ''
the sidecar sits on the left, .

the  kickstarter-.. swings

down very clusc tc:l thl: ;
*'with the added ad\ranlagc. f

chagsigl : " .2 IR

e

. by.

By TERRY
SNELLING

But - with plenty ' of
choke for a cold engine, it
would usually fire up after
a prod or two and setttle
down to a fast tickover —

with " a- throaty  burble
coming from>= the_ twin
silencers. .

Included in the £1,499
price is a reverse gear —
great for backing out’ of
awkward parking places
and - attracting ' a: lot . of
funny Ioo]r.s Imm passers-

'I'h.ls is cugagcu by a

_hand lever on the offside

of the gearbox, and cer-

tainly can't be used acci-
dentally,

Normally you'd expect;
a big" combo ' to ' have:s
. sidecar gearing, but Neval’
_‘boss Alan Voase says the

MTI10 can now- use solo

. gearing — thanks to extra

power fr{}m an_engine
tune-up. :
' Gtar:hangcs were
always remarkably good,

Even a monster outfit
can defy gravity, as
Mick Austin and
I Steve Lawman disco-
vered. But its weight
was the biggest
advantage a novice

rider can have, '
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that the footshift
operates the clutch.
Using the clutch lever, 1

also

clean change, even if the
shlft was heavier than on

i could be doubly sure of 4

A COMBINATION OF

|

most modern machines.

After hearing stories
about riders ‘forgetting’
about the chair and run-
ning the third wheel into
parked cars, 1 made. a
note to “think sidecar.™

Trundling around town,
the first strange sensation
was that the bike  always

'On damp roads

left-handers
could be taken

ger's weight in the chair dic-
tated a strict style. Golden
rule number one was (o slow
up in plenty of time for a left
= hander, and then POwES, it
all the way round,

It's not like a solo where
you can brake deep intp the
corner and power oul.

Perhaps the worst kind of
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cn&sns With the added advantnge, 1

shift was heavier than on

A COMBINATION OF
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parked cars,
“think sidecar."

Trundling around town,
the first strange sensation
was that the bike always
remained upright.

Giaining confidence, I rum-
| bled off on a main road and
| quickly discovered that/ a
chair-man does a lot of steer-
ing by using the throttle,

Even in a straight line, to
open the throttle caused a
veer to the left, and closing
the throttle produced the
opposite reaction, With the
brakes on, the chair would
pull the bike to the right,

I made. a-

Road camber could also

il - SRS RN Wl o

could be taken
with a lot of
drifting

cause a drag on the chair —
but I seon developed the
habit of automatically com-
pensating with a bit of lever-
age on the 'bars. It soon
became second nature, £ :

But corners were some-

thing else!”
OK, I'll admit to twice put-
ting the outfit up on grass

verges — both times after

failing to ncgnllaie left-hand
bends.
Riding

wil hnul: LA assen-:
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It's not like a solo where
you can brake deep into the
corner and I'.l'i.l-ﬁ'El.' put. -

Perhaps the worst kind of
corner. is the one with an
adverse camber which tight-
ens up unexpectedly.

On that type of bend I
started powering round, saw
too late [ was going (oo fast,
ran out ot power just as the
sidecar wheel started to rise,
and had visions of. being
stomped on by my own bike.

In "cases like that there's
only one tourse of action.
Straighten up, brake liké
mad and try to slow down
belore ]1|[lmg the opposite
kerh.

That's fine as Inng as
there's no oncoming traffic.
If the road is wide enough,

* the lip is to straighten up,

brake, and have . another
chop at the corner with the
throttle open.

Reverse gear.is very handy

* for backing out of hedges.

Generally speaking,. the
more bool given on corners
the betler the odtfit feels,

On ddmp roads, left -
handers could be taken with
a lot of drilting, as the rather
narrow  Avons  were  quite
predictable in running out of
Erip. y

Sensation

Right-handers were always'

fun. The sensation of going
into a controlled drift on wet
roads was hard to beat.

In taking right-handers it’

was a case of balancing the
throttle, braking and steering

_ in order to stay on line.
With the throttle shut, the *
" tendency for the chair to try

to overtake the bike meant it
was easy to oversicer and
whip the chair round.

Putting a passenger in the
chair made the whole plot a
lot more stable through the
corners — even without him
hanging over the third wheel.

But a pillion on the back
put the weight balance back
0 square one — Or very
nearly. - And the machine
then needed a bit of care,
since the weight could push
the twin drum brakes near
their limits,

However, it says a lot for
the combo that it would man-

. age athrec-up standing start

pn the steepest hill I could
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s good &

I And you might love itl
Drifting © through right-
hand bands with Neval
MT10 outfit was a uniqua
exparionce  — although
left-handers | \'nesded
‘more care to pravent the
" love affair coming to an
end ... Specially-designed
Avon tyres proved excel-
lent and are likely to give
mileage -if :the
i wheels . are . swopped
arnund.:..:_-_. 3.{.-': Ty
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NAME Neval MT10 outfit

RGN EESTAEINERD

_TOP SPEED: | 70.4mph "

| STANDING
QUARTER

PRICE tm

. . Big, beefy, basic

and- black — the
Neval outfit is
more likely to be
mistaken for a
restored ‘classic’
than ] new
machine.
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] Price —r

£940
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. massive flywheel and plenty
of low-down power.

In years past, the Russian
twins developed a reputation
for dodgy quality, They were
acceptable in their home
market, but even dedicated
British
wanted something better,

Today's MTI10" not only

boasts a lune-up to boost

power from 36bhp to aroung
-iﬂhhp. but the motor con-
tains around 25 per cenl
European parts.
" The.camshall was !nrm-crly
listed as Neval’s moto cross

cam, but appears on the |,

roadsters to give a better
spread of torque.

MNew wvalves, .phosphor
bronze guides, valve springs,
- pistons and rings have solved
* a lot of top-end troubles,

0il consumption was pre-
viously around 500 miles to
the pint, but thanks 1o two

new oil control rings on each

piston, consumption is. now
very good. During our 600-
mile test, the level remained
static on the dipstick.

The bike has German con-
tact breakers, Japanese coils,
Jtalian clocks and switchgear,
Spanish wheels and British
Masher unit, brake cable and
carburettor.

Bikes are assembled by
Meval in Hull — and the firm
have worked hard o see
quality improved to loday's
level. Good linison with the
[actory has had results.

De luxe

Russian expart machines
are given a “de luxe” paint
job to help please buyers.

Despite the use of a car-
type SU carburettor, fuel
economy was npol up to
expectations. Neval's techni-

cal expert Terry Dobney,

reckoned the bike should
return more than S50mpg, so
an average of around 38mpg
was disappointing.

} Economy certainly su.l'—

fered “as a result ‘of some.

appalling weather, when the

outfit showed itsell sensitive "

home-mechanics |

A reverse gear is selected with a lever once the
gearbox is in neutral.

h chromed instruman'l surround

now looks old-

fashioned. A steering damper operating through the .
headstock proved unnecessary.

to. headwinds., - In " other’
wards, it slowed down a lot.

Battling up the M1 ‘one !
miserable evening, the head-
wind was S0 strong that top "}

dovenhill,.! &5 LH o
A massive I‘mmal area-lo
calch the "wind seemed the

gear § ‘could un13r be g field '1
I

root of the problem. With

¢ little wind, the Meval would

have no trouble holding 60-

i 65mph in_ top, uphill and

down dale.

Mo doubt a mcln: sl:nnl.lu-'r.
throttle.. hand would, have
squeezed out more mpg.
Often [ could roll off a lot o

i bikes, * rode " the
j marathon as a publicity stunt
- 10 ° show _American _dealers

is pure 1950s.
didn’t like to .be .revved
beyond 4,500rpm, and set-
tled down to an unhurried
pace more in keeping with
yesteryear than today’s [ast
moving world, * -

Limited performance
meant -the rather lirm sus-
pension seemed quite ade-
quate, thought the headlamp
was excellent, 5

Details like the Ttalian
switchgear were annoying —
since Japanese switches are a

The engine

" lot easier to use — and the

rear view mirror was virtually
useless.

But economy-minded rid-
ers are likely to find the
whole package acceptable,
and could do simple mainte-
nance themselves,

If you want extras — there
are options. A sidecar brake
is £45 extra, and the luggage
carrier on the spare wheel
can - be ordered il storage

~space in the big chair_is
- inadequate.

Il you want to pull a
trailer, order a towbar!

Streamlined

A more streamlined steel
bodied “sports’ sidecar can be
ordered for no extra charge.
This features an 1B-inch
wheel and easier access for
the passenger.

Meval can also ofler either
a double adult or child / adult
chair on the standard chassis.

The firmly-sprung suspen-
sion units (two-way adjust-
able for spring pre-load) on
the rear and on the sidecar
are likely to tackle the extra
weight without sagging.

If you are wondering about
the durability of today’s Nev-
als, Terry Dobney reports he
completed a 12,400 mile tour
of America withput any

: major problems.

Terry, a- TT scrulineer lor

; live years and now a proles-

sional classic

G0-day

restorer . of

. that ', the Hu'm"ln 1wms .are
reliable - =

Heval Intruder 35!]1:1: daluu

o “ £1,1Ez_|

SPECIFI’CATIONS _

 ENGINE

Horizantally opposed, ~ air-cooled
four-stroke with overhead valves.
Bore abd stroke GBmm x TBmm.
Capacity 649cc. Maximum power
|estimated) 40bhp at 5,600rpmasMax-
imum torque 34.7 ft/lbs at 4,900rpm.
Compressions ratio 8.5:1. Carbura-
tion by single 1% inch Sl.l Wet
sump lubrication.

-II
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Primary drive by gear, final drive h‘f:
shaft. Twin-plate dry.cluich.’ Four:

forward speeds and one reverse:

ratios of 1st 16,65, 2nd 1056, 3rd *

185, 4th 6:1, reverse 3.67:1.

i Dptional

.. +ELECTRICS -

h

- BRAKES: Twin leading-shoe 8-inch

front brake, single -leading shoe

.rear brake. No sidecar wheel brake.
SUSPENSION:

i-Dil-damped  tale-
scopic front forks. Rear swinging
arm with shock absorbers two-way

-_.adjustable for spring pre-load.
. EQUIPMENT: Centre stand. TOOL

KIT. . Legshields.. Spare wheel.

luggage ' rack. Sidecar
screen and tonneau cover,

" WHEELS: Spoked, with alloy nms

all interchangeahle, "
TYRES: Avon sidecar type, 350 x 19,

 WARRANTY.

12 volt 14 amp/hour battery, charged
by 150w alternator. - Ignition by
Bosch contact breakers and coils.
45w headlight, Warning lights for
neutral, main beam, generator, oil
prassure and indicators.

IMPORTER

Humberside

.~ DIMENSIONS

Wheelbase 5%ins, length 955ins,
width 66ins, height 425ins. Dry
weight 7051b {320kg). . :

12 months, unllmned mileage '

" Neval Motor l:',rl:!ns 58 Holderness Road, Hull, North |

Fell range of models & tha new MT10 %

Huge parts snd the best repais wnd
sennning. Sidecar spacinbarsl

ALLEN THREE
WHEEL CENTRE
A BIRC SE, CHATTERIS
CAMBRDIGESHIRE

IN ANGLIA
RING FOR DETAILS

03543 3976

in goch.

CONTACT:
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e Bnh'piﬂ. Hi;il!l, Mk,
Jupitar, Ural, Voshkod,
EEFFICENT COD/CWO SERVICE At
© Phone 0482 24067
tiar werite fo
58 HOLDERANESS ROAD
A HULL, Nth HUMBE RSIDE" 5

THEN COME TO

*. BPARES

. mawll Phons | ;

051-630 2838
DA CALL IN

116 SEABANK ROAD,
NEW BRIGHTON

= NIZ VI

| MERSEYSIDE

IN - NORTH-WEST/
CAR & MOTORCYCLE

We know Maval, for the best . .
sales, parts, service and repairs,
Wasto no time - coms 1o us. |
Tasi ridas by arrangamant, At
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