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TRENDINESS occasionally comes up with an embarrassed bump against something
old, traditional, but perfectly odequate. This year modern motor cycling is stub-
bing its toes on a 650cc Russian machine selling at almost half the cost of some
British big twins.

The Ural flat twin reaches peak rpm at only just ever 5,000 rpm and its maxi-
mum speed is said to be no more than 85 mph. '
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But at £200 1t will repre-
sent better value [o some
riders than more glamor-
ous British big bikes cost-
“ing  between £500 nnd
£000 pler the recent wave
of price Increases,

MON colleague Peler
Howdle and 1 recently
rode the Ural, We found
it to be o big, gentle,
frlendly machine wilh an
appeal unlike any other
new blke on the market.

The engine 15 so “solt"
that, according to Lthe
rider's handbook, It will
run on 72 ecknne petrol.

The compression ratlo
Is & thme 7:1, the o chr-
burettors have only 24-nin
choke dinmelers, and Lhe
inlet and exhaust valves
nre ldentieal In size.

Obvlously, Lthis s nn en-
t';:IJI.E designed {or relia-

Hity and pulling power.
Fred 'Wells, the Taondon
L denler  who bs oapoartdog
Russian bikes; snys  Lhnt
on & recent business trip
to Moscow lie snw n 650
Ural pulling a  sidecar
plled many feel high wilh
i swaying load of hay and
towing a trailer conbaining
two plgsl
He also dellghts In re-
norting that the mannfar-
urers claim that o slogle
Ural will perform any {arm
] {_'?“ except ong, ploughlng.
FPor “'that,” vou mneed two
Urals working togelher.
' The minchine we tode
l'.i-'as far Irom run In, so
‘we werg unable fo test the
makers® speed claims. But
the popine  was delipht-
fully: smooth, and- it will
slope: smartly away from
very low:speeds In third
nnd top gears
< “This bottom end torque
s the "very f[eature that
1 580. many . people miss on

sarburetlor view: two stops on the slide
enforce genlle running in.
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modern  Buropean
Japanese blkes.

Two stops on bhe car-
burettor silde prevent tha
rider [rom using more
than quarter throttle for
Lthe first 250" miles, nnd
hnil Lhrottle for the next
250

But even when the Urnl
I5 Tully run-in, it obvlously
won't blow oll, say, n
Japanese 250 ce twin. Wilh
Rpmnxinnum output of 34
bhip driving n weipht of
437 Ib, It ocan hordly he
expected Lo compews wilh
sports bikes.

The Ural's ennrm Hes in
sinoolhness,. Hexibility mod
comlort.  lne RO AT kL
sonts  look  ridleulously
guaint, but they pive n
reinxed riding position and
Lhe pnssenpger pels oo view
dgver Lhe rider's hend.

The Llool kit is prodi-
Elous, conbtaining spoare
piston mngs, /& Lyie jres-
sure gauge, o hond tyre
pump, spore petrol pipes,
A pgrense gun, two [yre
levers, spark plups nnd o
feeler gauge, In nhdltlnn to
Inirly slandard itens such
s SPRNIECS, iliers, i
puneture repalr kit and a
serewdriver. 1

Mounted on the left, the
[our-speed genarbox works
through a one down, three
up change

and

right slde of the pesrbox:
Is supposed to select neu-
tral Instantly, but 1t Loo

allern.- A ..
rated lever on the %

often found olher gears.
The lever could pe used
for mnking hand changes.
Another unusual [eature
Is that the box contains
0 reverse genr, which 15
blanked ol for solo use.

The brokes were far too
wenk to cope with high-
speed Britlsh traMe, and
the Iront unit wns only of
single-leading shoe design.

But the Ural cannot be
dismissed ns being entirely
out of dnte; shnft drive 15
o real advantage that only
n couple ol luxury
machines ofler. even In
1971,

Prospcollve buyers will
obyvlously want to know
the avoilnbility of spares.
Fred Wells promlses Lhint

niy excellent  supply will
e nvallabie,

In  npdditlon, o conch-
load of Tussinn techni-
clansg should be wvisiling
Diritnuin 1o e sumener Lo
Sl i Bt vice Sulicol for
denders ollering the Ural,
and mopeds and 126, 175
and " 350 co bwo-stroke
machines that Wells is

nlso hmporting I[rom Rus-
Elin,
He plans to import about

350 Urals this year, and
n number of HRusslan-
bullt single-seat sidecars

gelilng at £95 each, The
Eleel chalrs wlll hove n
spare wheel nnd tonnenu
cover, but mo hood or
sereen. A disadvantape s
that they can  be fitted
anly to the right hand
side of Lhe blkes.

With- a . sldecar,. Lthe~
Ural's clalmed top speed
drops Lo 62.5 m{ﬂ:. ;

At first sight the Urnl %
v Beems o bargoin, Bub £300°
= 15 still o helty sum to pay:-
i for n 15-year-old design

with stald performance,

Mike Nicks!




