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A 98 c.c. Model with Banking Sidecar : Road Improves

Cornering with the Corgi banking sidecar is as easy a3 with a solo. Mote the
tie-rod and slider mechanism, which controls the banking, at the rear of the

sidecar

URING the last couple of weeks in January, I had the

opportunity to gad around London on a Corgi fitted
with a banking sidecar. It was designed and made by the
originator of the idea, B. H. Kimberley,
of K.V.P. Motors, Ltd., Acton, W.3 (we
showed a photograph of him on a proto-
type in our issue dated January 6th). 1 had
a later prototype which pretty well represents the final design;
production has started, and sidecars will be available in
limited numbers at 18 185 a tme in the very near future,
Weight of body and chassis is around 30 lb. (production
jobs will be a few pounds lighter), and a load up to half a
hundredweight can be carried. Did you ask why a sidecar
on a Corgi and why a banking sidecar? The answers are
very simple. Some Corgi owners and potential owners take
comfort from the added stability of a third wheel, With the
banking arrangement there is no sidecar driving technigue
to master; one drives the outfit naturally and exactly as one
would ride a solo—in fact, I found that it is a sidecar outfit
one rides not drives. Additional answers are that the box
body solves the luggage or parcels carrying problem very
handsomely and a lot of Corgi owners are of the rype who
regard carrying capacity as an essential. Finally, there is
the commercial market to consider,
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HE sidecar body is novicular in shape and of straight-

forward construction, with 3 wooden framework and
sheet-aluminium panels. The chassis has a horizontal rear
tube which forms the rear connection to
the machine. Welded to this rear member
is another tube curved to match the con-
tour of the body floor. At the nose of the
chassis is welded the front connection which curves round
and is artached by means of a bolted clamp to the two front
down tubes of the Corgi frame; this clip carries a swivel
allowing movement in a vertical plane. A similar swivel is
emploved for the rear connection; this swivel is carried by a
flat steel stirrup attached to the rear fork and extending round
the back of the wheel. The stirrup is supported in the hori-
zontal position by a bracket bolted to the two frame lugs pro-
truding through the rear mudguard. Tubes welded to the
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main chassis are attached by further swivels ar front and rear
of the sidecar-wheel carrier. To ensure that the sidecar
wheel banks in unison with the machine, there is a slider
mechanism on the rear chassis tube. From secondary swivels
on the sidecar wheel carrier, and on the rear wheel stirrup
support, there are tie-rods to a slider. This slider operates
on a rod and is cushioned at the extreme ranges of travel by
coil springs. To right or to left the machine can cant to a
point where the footrest is about an inch off the ground.
Fitting the sidecar is a straightforward job. The swivels,
incidentally, are of the quickly detachable type, so that the
outfit can be made a solo in about five minutes or vice versa.
Corgi gearing is lowered from 5.82 to 1 to 6.82 to 1 by means
of a larger rear wheel sprocker.
* * -
N most people’s minds that mention of gearing will arouse
thoughts of the clutch. Yes, the clutch does have to earn
its keep when one is starting off. A fair amount of slipping
is necessary though perhaps not so much
as might be imagined because the little
rwo-stroke engine will pull lustily at low
revs, To allay any doubts I might say that in a morning of
traffic work in the City and West End of London, the clutch
gave no signs of distress.

DRIVING

Russion Moskva 125 c.c.
two-stroke, which is a
German DK, W. under
ancther nome

S already mentioned, the outfit is handled exactly as if
it were a solo (and one can inadvertently forget the
sidecar, as George Wilson found when he attempred to
demolish an upright roof support in our
COMNCLUSION office car park). Acceleration (with about
3o Ib. in the sidecar) from a walking pace
was about on a par with a London bus driven hard or a small
car driven sedately. Maximum speed seemed to be only
slightly lower as against a Corgi solo, once the ourfit had a
chanee to build up momentum. Steering was unaffected—
it is so like a solo Corgi’s that the mild low-speed roll
experienced with the solo was there with the sidecar outfit.
Comners left and right could be swung with consummate
ease and stability—better perhaps and certainly no slower
than with a Corgi solo. Brakes were good enough and seemed
no less efficient by reason of the added weight. Sceptical
before I had a run on this diminutive sidecar outfit, I am
now convinced that it is a practical proposition. Finally, [
would like to know if there are any insurmountable snags
with larger banking sidecar outfits. If as I suspect, there is
none, then why aren’t they on the market ¢






