A Gap

in the Curtain

An Appraisal of the Soviet Motor Cycle Indusiry
and its Products By MNORVAL LUMANM

M April, the white blanket of winter suddenly whips back

into the frozen north, whereupon young Muscovites emerge

from their gymnasiums into the slushy streets or trudge
back from the city parks and hang up their skares and skis.
The watery sun promises new games for fans and players
alike, notably, the summer sport of futbol. In town, factory
and * collective,” others welcome the season with swimmng,
tennis, athletics, rowing and most of the other sports with which
we are familiar, ; 5

Yet another band of devotees are busy putting their motor
cycles back into one piece after a winter's tinkering, and pre-
paring to ry out their latest wrinkles on the roads, the rocks,
and in the mud. The Russians have been running scrambles
and races for a number of years. During the war, the Red
Army used motor cycles for diverse purposes, and in truly
terrible conditions of weather and terrain. The motor cycle
was then a wvehide o fight and pawol with. The armed
TMZ-53, a 1,000 cc. sidecar outfit with sidecar-wheel-drive,
performed a role that only cavalry could imitate; and even in
the snows patrols would push forward on solos held upright
by ski outrunners.

From this kind of riding in war to scrambles in peace was
a logical step, and despite the comparative novelty of the motor
cycle in Russia, t would be an error to under-estimate the
proficiency of her riders.

What of the efficiency of the machines? Motor cycles were
not made in any number in Russia uniil 1928, when a few
experimental models were produced in Izhevsk, This plant
so0n began turning out a simple, cheap machine with a 300 c.c.
two-stroke engine, a type still employed in the modern Moscow-
built M-21. There followed a period of imitation, resulting
in 1931 in a bulky 350 c.c. four-stroke model with a Harley-
Davidson engine and gear box.

In 1935 something closely resembling the B.S.A. 595 ce
Sloper emerged under the disguise of TIZ-AM-600. The
American idea was at the same ume reflected in the PMZ-A-750,
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made in Podolsk to the design of the Scientific Motor Tractor
Institute. This was a coil-ignition with primary
drive, a three-speed gear box, and pressed-sieel

Although learning what they could from the outside world,
Soviet engineers were also beginning to show the fruits of
native research. The Kharkov factory o,
mwo-stroke with an enclosed “body,” and just
before the war Podolsk was working on an ongmnal 125 cc
two-stroke with integral gear box. ; .

From Leningrad came a more startling brain-child—a special
fire-fighting sidecar outfit with a centrifugal pump in the sidecar
driven by the motor cycle engine, which was a 600 c.c. air-
cooled in-line twin two-stroke., To permit stationary running,
gir was circulated by pump through an aluminium housing
enclosing the engine head.

During 1938 Russian machines began to boast improvements
long enjoyed elsewhere, such as the twistgrip, foot-change, and
full electrical equipment. The advantages of the single-
cylinder, overhead-valve four-siroke engine mow began to be
recognized. In 1940 there came off the lines at
Izhevsk a machine one could have swom was a 350 c.c. DLW,
NZl, untl one observed the Izh-12 painted on the tank.
Another face seen before under a different hat is the cuarrent
favourite, the M-72. The ingredients are 750 cc. flat-twin
engine, shafi-drive, telescopic fork and spring heel—and the
mixture’s other name is the B.M.W. R71.

In all their sports at present, the Russians are crazy about
records. Perhaps because of this, their motor cycle evenis arc,
on the whole, decided by speed. There is little interest in the
Briush type of trial in which balance and low-speed control
are often critical factors. So intent are they on pushing up
the All-Union records until they approach world standard thart
they even acknowledge records made ing races, which are
conveniently run over 50 km, 100 km other recognized
distances.

This infatuation with k.p.h. will almost cerainly keep Russia
out of international competitions until she is sure of doing
really well. The Dynamo football team was ex; ble because
it was almost bound to beat Arsenal, fog or and it is a
safe prophecy that the Russian athletes who compete in the
Olympics at Helsinki in 1952 will take home a pockerful of
world titles. Tt is doubtful, however, if the M-75 can ver do
a flying kilo in much over 190 k.p.h., and its nearest rival, the
500 c.c. Kometa-2, 15 a little slower.

Road-racing figures are better. Last September, two hundred
Soviet dicers came to Moscow for the All-Union champion-
ships. They came not individually, but in teams, ting
the army, the air force, trade unions, and various works and
ministries; Dynamo, for instance, is the sporting association of
the Ministry of Home Affairs,

On the wide, boomerang-shaped highway circuir they ran a
300 km race for men, and a 100 km race for women and boys.

These motor cyclists, according fo the picture caption, ave
HKarakh collective farmers






